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INTRODUCTION. 



If any apology be zeqiiiied finr the puUieatkm of 
these Letters, it is oSeted in the following obser- 
vaticm: — ^The members of the fianily-party who 
have written them, have watched with interest the 
progress of tliosepittriotic individuals, whose labours 
are directed to the improvement of their ftUow-siib- 
jects here; and have ranarked, widi pain, how often 
those labours have been thwarted by peculiarities of 
opinion and prqudice, whidi the ealif^itened ob- 
server of manidnd will attribute rather to the dvil 
and political state of the countiy than to any in- 
vincible errors in the national character. 

As the improvement of Ireland necessarily de- 
pends upon En^^d, die first step towards that 
improvement must be, to make our English brethren 
acquainted with the true state of this pmrtion of the 
emjnre. Any Englishman who has travelled in Ire- 
land, every Irishman who has visited England, must 
h|ive been struck by the mutual want of inform- 
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atioE prevfliUiig fMMng tbe inliabilaiittiHaf the 
OAter idbiidi^ It was remnrlMd b j M Biigliftfc 
hdjf wbp, sinco faer marriage mtii ^ Iririi lai^^ 
pr^^l(»9 OQiilriiwfB to veeide part <if every yei^ 
in her own cowtiryy -dial she madbit her feftititeiiB^, 
ip. IteUttd^ toeanwA the emfaeoiu apm^ot^^ 
fidends with regard taEngbad, aiid tn ^gland^ 
1# 90 «hie«tii right veapeciiBi; rlrd«iidi--^lk Ae latter 
OfM^yjo^keld^ jthe igDaraneB is teth laoite miiS&st^ 
t^ mi,mmisvtSaBgyii prapeeddn'MilllF «tbi^ 

'i^lfi'J^jmiii^^ mtthie 

f^yglil^^eiii to^enose ibe^cknDiol in '«eat>A ef ^ediUMK 
%^ ^o|y»:rmtaUi, ««fc&D«. ''•'■ •' ■ • ' ^ "'• '' 
;, Itif ft^'Afif^fiMiifc .:#khr. ana leiflni«8« :Jtefe&^ «6 1^ 
S91Mjf#fij6fsiioei however .Iriflmg, i<iwards <eiii0VBig 
th^2^£^i&Qh cttMtelii dw Mtl^otab^jef Ii^i&d; 
4l|t ihe: foIhm)iii9.rvrork ir dffeseA la ^ B^thlf 
B)iti^. Tfai^ olvHtt hi<tf beoiJloipresinit^M ii^w th^ 
4«|l^.^<dttiieBtu Mfib^ to^v^ 40119^ ^ -die 
^1fly;<<«liQ» :tor|K>iflaMyitlie habits ahd nittttie^ df 
^ M«^fOtfld bmulieB^i^iJtd1fa9^aB9t'^b^^ 

q^^llist^^ jalae j^tBofiiniriMfe value iiiotb^id^ea- 
^^iMktiMHlliibdraotar. .1 
: (Af^.tbtJieMotslaBe iMd fran CoflOMiEuM, aiift 
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i^r mora iMtibid«i]r to' that seclUdM spot, 'M 
^hkii^mm<tht toataM k acumijr khown mMog mir 
K^ic^ fiaelidi, b nay be wordi iriUleto ploint otit 
i|»r,]^ecQli8v alnalioii. ' For iMs psipMMQ dMKMliM 
i;^ Jre^fttMied^a md»a nsfale dflbrt, to by d<»wiiihlif 
l^odci. iMidopm the bettrfandf Ifl^geit 1M|> ^Ii«I«nt 

Iratt^ 4f tbeoiui^ 4if aatwqr he witt dMAgoMv 
aptiHum wldflliiseeitia, aeH-iveie, «Ut 4ff'A<)fi^^^ 
i^lgFiitoiii^fil'beniepofUoesaaidtt^^ If 

ih^jfcii^ 4peeftti^f Wite.<o!yet,>OmiiMNii¥MH» 
i^^fMT htoik>wiib'nMAIidM,^dotted 1^ 

indented with fine lnrbc«ai» usMibU^g' fl» Y%iff 

^.4^^i^^\^nXhf QQinttry^'flahMi^ it^wBd^' AiMilfiy 
tMu«i«[ AndittHrubBratdJ^ MdMm HtttelotiMfii di' 
^fM^ mA «i Aet'ahnoeli a<nrair««W'«tootig tfie' 
B([4^bl9tfm»g.l0iP^^ :We haim hterd liti^ 
IH^a gBoU dma efrfity^mpdu itB.ioiiidfitiitoti^Iiiitd' 
Im^ hew^ MM <tf a 'iiM^;i9Mte^ 'in^ anoal|^iil^ 
(l^no^^'v^cs lN»g)t0me!tyaaiB^ liwe infintetdl tf 
t^i«W3f>itf aritiiidMl vkoih^ liiHK 

8^ ,#|ftuk oiit mountani. fi»tinie% dedAml thall> 
the poor fellow, who had boon boDiAecl ftrlsel^H? 
m^ ^ ^mimmmoh " ba* rndSaaA toMigli/ in 
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ftB coQscieiiee, for any crime he might have com- 
mittecL"' — ^Yet we have seen this wild oountiy ex- 
cite the admimlioix c^ travelled and intelligent 
strangers : we have heard it compared to the finest 
parts of Wales or of Scotland ; and we have felt 
how it fixes the affections of those who have resided 
some ti^ae amid its romantic picturesque scenery, 
Md whoy from natural or acquired taste, enjoy ^' the 
lone mi^sty of untamed Nature"". 

The di&r^iceB of senlunenli aad (^j^nkm n^hich 
a^war in ^ course of these pages are the natural 
consequdnce of thdr being a jdnt production ; and 
may be conad^red as affording the reader a more 
fiiToujiflUl ^ij^x^im^ of . Arming an isnt»artial 
judgment. A family-party is so completely the 
^orld in miniatilre, that the best and only means 
of ensuring harmony is by '' agreeing to disagree^. 

The great question of Catholic Emandpation has 
not been toiidiad upon, because the di£krence of 
opinion which eiebts on Aat important subject 
must have ^led to an argument of greater length 
than^wauld.haTe been eonsistent with the olgect of 
the .pmoit ?rolume of .fiuniliar Letters. 

MAY 1824. 
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LETTER I. 

JAKUAET 1883. 

HsKCEFOEWABD you are to consicler us as cut off 
firom the ordinary routine of society, leading some- 
what of a patriarchal life ; or rather living in the 
style of the old feudal Barons, enjoying, in proud 
solitude, the gnoideur of our rocks and mountains, 
surrounded by warm-hearted faithliil d^ndants, 
and with no rival chieftain within a distance of 
fifteen miles. The pitching our tent in this wilder- 
ness was not, indeed, effected without considerable 
difficulties, and many privalions ; but however in* 
teresting a topic this might have proved, during the 
period of suffering, when, I doubt not, you would 
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often have sympftthisedi and flomedmes, perhaps, 
have laughed at the lecital of these minor ^^ miseries 
of human life,^ yet, at this distance of time, there 
can be litde amusement in recalling them. 

As we might now piomise you a more hospitable 
and less unpolished welcome than we could then 
have <^ered, I codd even wish (provided I could 
ensure you one fine day in the course of the week) 
that you were here, to enjoy, in rapid succession, 
and, with aU its wild magnificence, the whirlwind, 
the tempest, the ocean'^s swell, and, as Bums beauti- 
ftilly expresses it, 

** Som^ gleams of sunshine, 'mid renewing storms.'* 

To.Hlay Aero have been -fine bright integyrfs^ a»d^ 
while returning 6om a hasl^'iidevIvfaaxeJseenigrcatljr 
deUghtedwiih the appeamde of ajnud^,gEadikally 
advaiiciiig before th^ hMrmngclcNuds, sweep&qgwiA 
rnajesrig stride^ acrosa the? troubled ooefua^ tbenaa it 
gained the beach^ and^seeiBed almost vdiAan sqp 
grasp, vanishing amid the stoim, aE which it had 
been the lovely, but tiendbevoii^ fbrenumeei It is, 
I suppose^ a consequeoace cf o vi; sitoatjan, Midthe 
dose c(»nexioi^betweeniBea>ai|d mountain, that the 
rainboirfl Tiersv arQ so. fieqpient, and so pecoliaify 
beautiful Of an amasing I»eadt]|^ aadi willfecolourB 



vivid beyond descripticm^ I faMm- not whelher motl 
to Adfidre ttds aeridlpheiioin«iioii wImh^ miflptfnded in 
ihe vestem akf ) oiieend of the bcnrgiiiks behiaddie 
ifllmd of BoSokj ivliile, at the distance of tevend 
leagaed, fi» other rests upon die nuaty hills ofEkmia 
Tmn; or irhen, at a l^«r hour of the day, it has 
appeased stretdbed aerossfthe^ample ndes of Miill* 
lea, penetnMng fiur into the deep blue watert 
thit flowed at its base. With iSeeKngs of grateftd 
reoollectioni too, we may hail the repeated virits of 
this heaTenly meB8enger,4»ceasionaIly ak oft^ as five 
or six times in the course of the same day, in a eoun-9 
try ex|Kwed.to such astonishing, and^ at times, al* 
most incessant floods of rain* 

Often and often am I reminded of the rainy sea- 
sons that we read of within the tropin ; then again 
the soft mild weather, which frequently precedes or 
follows this temporary dieluge, would rather seem to 
resemble the general temperature of Devonshire, or 
South Wales; and* it is only when the rude gale 
blows, in frill forces across the broad Atlantic, that 
I really believe myself, to use the expression of a 
stranger the other day, in the next parish to Ainerica. 

It is a happy efiect of this extreme mildness 
and moisture of dimate, that most of our hills 
are covered with grass to a considerable height; 
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and afford good pasturage both in mammet mdiina^ 
ter. The grasses most abundant are the dc^^stail 
(cfno8tMru8 cristatn^)^ several spedes of the meadow 
grass (poa)j the fescue (festuea duriuacula and 
pratensis), and particuhirly the sweet-scented Temal 
ffntsB (anihaafanihtim odoratum}^ whidi abounds in 
the dry pastures, and mountain sides; where its 
widiered blossoms, which it is remaricahle that die 
cattle do not eat, gire a yellowish brown tint to the 
whole pastore. Our b<^ lands are oyeirun with the 
couch, or fiorin grass (agrwiHe s^lanifera), several 
other species of the o^o«^««, and the atra. Afterthe 
long controversy that has taken place on the subject 
of fiorin grass, it is worth while to observe, that the 
hay made of it actually fietches a better jnice than 
eommiHi hay, when carried to the little market town 
of Cliefden, and is therefore commonly cut by the 
country people, who make it into small stacks &r 
winter use. 

This is, indeed, the country for a botanist, and 
one so indefatigaUe as yourself, would not heritate 
to venture with us across the rushy bog, where you 
would be so well rewarded for the labour of spring- 
ing from one knot of rushes to another, by meeting 
with the fringed blossoms of the bogbean (mehyan- 
thes tnfoliaia^) the yellow asphodel (ne^rtheciwfn os-^ 
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sifragumj^ihe^e bog violet (ffudapalu9tTi$j)hoth 
species of the pinguictUay and of the beautifiil dro- 
sera, the English fly-trap, spreading its dewy leaves 
^stening in the sun. I could ako point out to you, 
almost hid in the moist recesses of some dripping 
rock, the pretty miniature fern (trwhomanes Tun- 
bfidgensis) which you may remember shewing me 
for the first time at Tunbridg&^WeUs; the osmunda 
hmaria and reguKa are also to be found, with other 
ferns, mosses, and lidiens, which it is far b^ond 
iny botanical skill to disttngnish. 

The maaoi. of sdenee, to whatever branch of na* 
tmat history his attentioo is directed, will .indeed 
find never-ruling sourees of gratification, in ei:- 
ploiing paths, hitherto idmost untrodden, in our 
wfld cc^mtry. Scarcely a county in Engknd is 
without its fiecoliar Flora, almost every hill imd 
every valley has been subject to repeated sdentific 
examination ; while the productions of Nature, so 
bountttdly accorded to poor Ireland^ are either u&- 
kucMm, or disregsided^^-*^ sad, but too certein con- 
sequence, of her civil disturbances. 

A- 



LETTER 11. 



JANUABir« 



Before I enter into any deUSia lespecting our 
present sHuaticm, I will go bad^ scnne few yems, 
and give you an account of an expeditmii £tom Ae 
Lowlands, which was my first Tssit to Cuinseman^ 
and ultimately led to our establishment in this wild 
comer. ' I feel the less hesitation in doing diis, as 
the detail of my adventures will open « scene alto* 
gether as new to you now, as it then was to me. 

In tHe year 1811, Z was informed that a timber 
vessel had been wrecked on my paternal proper^ 
at R — ^, and that it was necessary far me to ehmB 
Ihe wreck as a royalty, and assert the manorial 
right which had been usurped by the middle^inaiM 
who was in possession of nearly the whole esMie. 
Although it was in the depth €»f winter, and th^ 
place where the wreck had gone ashore, was about 
sixty English miles distant from our residence, I 
did not hesitate to set ofi^ immediately ; and a friend 
who was staying at the house, volunteered upon the 



seiyioe for the take of the moiataiii scenes through 
wJvdi we were likely to pess; From the aeoomits 
which we had heard* it was thought neoessaiy to 
annastrcmgpartyfor our escort through thegnrges 
of Joyce oountiy; aadwe went through the fiirm of 
obtaining pcmussioiifirom a Bugistnte: fixr, ha^ii^ 
been cdBca t c J in England, it strock me that such 
an wsemblsge..af anned men miglit csny terror and 
dismay 1» Ua liioeatjr's Kege sulgects : nor shall I 
enriiy foqiiet^tiie suiprise eipressed at our ccmsider- 
ing audi a cerenmny at all necessaxy. 

The evening of our departure was eiceedingly 
stormy, and the entnmee into the mountains pro- 
INNBMonably grand; the dense idouds that rested on 
thenr sumifiito seined with their darkened sides, to 
qjfipse an laiyeDiatrable bairier to our progress, and 
we ^bdly tookrefiige in the first decent house that 
wepouldfind) after our entering the barony dT Ross, 
between Ijough Coiriband Lough Mask. Here we 

were rec^yed with i^itiTe politeness by Mr. F 

a nuddte-Hkam aod HgWt to some ^ndderable pro- 
ptjetfffs in. that part of the (xnmtry. His house, or 
xathv mpiety of a house, was unfinished ; the left 
side of. tbe.docv only being habitable, the other not 
^YfXi viflJUDg abpTe t^e foundiMion, while the project- 
ioig. §ton^. (clearly siarked the intended addition. 
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It WAS beautifiiHy situated, but had all the disad^ 
vantages of being exposed to the Uast from the 
lakes and moimtams, which, from time to timcj at 
no long intervals, shook the whole &bisc from die 
roof to the foundation. There we spent the night, 
but in spite <^ that real kindness, whidi makes 
an Irish welcome peculiariy grateful to those who 
have been accustomed to the measured dviHty of 
the more polished world, we fared but indi&roitly ; 
our room was far from air-ti^t, and my bed placed 
upon chairs, of unequal heights, did not a&ow the 
bed-clothes to maintain a strict allianee with the 
limbs they were intended to cover. 

A fine morning roused us betimes. The weather 
had entirdy changed ; run and wind had been 49ue- 
ceeded by frost and snow ; and nature seemed to rest 
after the exertions of the preceding day. From an 
eminence at some distance from the house, while 
breakfast was preparing, we saw the sun .rise in all 
his mi^esty, amidst one of the finest scenes imagin- 
able. Lough Corrib to the south as smooth as glass, 
reflecting in her dark bosom, the varied shape of her 
numerous islands ; Lough Mask to the north, spread- 
ing forth her placid waters, while her wooded islets 
in the brown livery of winter, formed a fine contrast 
with the blue enamel in whidi they were set ; to the 
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west were seen the drippbg sides of the snow-capped 
BNHmtakis gfittering in the son. Here and there 
fed a picturesque group of mountain catde, in search 
of wUch tripped over the rocks sereral red-kirded 
damseLs, in order to supply part of our moming^s 
meal. Anxious to enjoy so fine a day, we soon 
took leave of our hospitable host,- and proceeded 
onwards al^ng die margin of Lough Corrib: our 
attentioD sometimes attracted by a bold project- 
ing crag ; at others, by a gurgling riU or a proud 
waterfidl; then again byacottage or a village peep^ 
ing up among the gray rocks, and scarcely distin- 
guishalde from them ; and sometknes by an amusing 
group of little children trottmg along bareheaded and 
barefooted by the side of our horses, for the pleasure 
of keeping company with the quality. After cUmb- 
ing the pass of Mam Cleingfaaloon with nmch diffi- 
culty toour horses, we had (o pass the fords rfBeal- 
nabrach, or rather to ride for seyeral miles in the 
bed of a mountain torrent, which formed the track 
by whidi we were graduaUy led to the pass of Mam 
Turc ; at the foot of which the mountains rose ah- 
rupdy to the south ci the river, with rugged and 
precipitous sides, while the brown and more ample 
bases of those to the north, pastured by a few half- 
starred she^, added but extent to the desolation 
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that suTFoimded us. A few cabiiis on the btaks of 
the streuii, and the scraps of cultivatioQ about them, 
seemed but specks in the mass of nagged grandeur 
thatevery where presented itsdf to the eye. As we 
c^bed the pass, we foimd scarcdy any track by 
which tQ ascend,' and where we fidlowed the course 
«f the mountain streamlet, the diflkulty which our 
horses had in finding a fitting w^ gNady incseas- 
ed; we w«!e however amply coBJ^enaatod by die 
magnificat view from the summit, when we wound 
through the nanow defile, and caiifght the sun sink- 
iB^ oter the broad Atlantic, with the twelrie pins of 
Bennabola (abrupt eonieai mountains, with exten- 
sive lakes at their base) rising as a fore-ground^and 
the broad vall^ at out feet, enlivened hf its setting 
beans* An hour^s ride brought us to the bottom ci 
the pass whoe we catae <m. the mountain road from 
Galway to the sea at BallynaldU and Benvyle. 

H. 
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LETTER III. 



JANUARY. 



You juamt be isHrtflHt to gi> huk wkh me to the 
nrmaag ob mhkk we m wgidky dtmrmAdA tbe ]ihm 
dT MaM Tnc I will not make you dimb ogHn 
that steep eeem, but jrou muit lefedm m fiup es the 
caoei loada, whcwthe fittle bjr^pftth finm the Kil. 
ktjr bahoBr, uwd to meek the aum road tnm Bsn- 
iTle to €bibray< fion thU point, ai the diatanoe of 
i4ir eight Bule9 to the aouth east, dlToiged the 
track byirhich we had crosied the ohan 
of BMUKtain that divider the baraues of JUsa and 
BaUyaahuieh. 

It had been our intentioii to take np our head- 
quarters at the toot of Bcncoona,. on a farm which 
was held diiecdyfirom the landlord; andlhitherwe 
despatched the nudn body of our little army ; but 
aeeii^ the wreck, which was the prinuury ol^yect of 
4N]r expedition, lying on the white sands, at no great 
distance to die westward, we determined to proceed 
thither, previously to our settling for the night 



12 

On the shore we found a party of as wild looking 
fellows as can be imagined ; some idly watchii^ the 
surf, as it rolled in successive waves, and dashed 
against the side of the vessel, which was at that 
time surrounded by the tide ; and others, under the 
command of a person of superior rank, running in 
and out of a hovel dug in the sand, that served as 
a watchJiouse for the party destined to protect the 
timber and staves already landed. I bood. found that 
the leader of this motley group was a son-io^law of 
Mr. -^'■^. — y aad that it would be impossible for us 
to refuse the invitation, which without^ any ocmd* 
deration of the purport of our visit, was most hos* 
pitaUy given, to what was emphatically called, ^^ the 
big house.*" I was indeed delighted: at the oppor* 
tttidty of seeing, for the first time, the .interior of 
such an establishment. A middle-nian, possessing 
an income of 1500/. per annum, arising from his 
good management of profit rents, surrounded by a 
numerous and untutored tenantry, utterly uncoil- 
seious of any otiier claims on the land, must have 
been undoubtedly a person of consequence in this 
country, and, as such,, an object of great euxiosity 
to those who little understood the arrangement of 
these ipal^rs. His authority too received an addi«- 
tional sanction, from the drcumstance of his chdm- 
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ng to be a lineal desoen^feat ftom the <dd Kings of 
tii0 West, O^FIaherties of oenturies long sinoe gone 
by.; madj howi^er trifling this may sound in yoor 
English ears, yet in a country where feudri daima 
mte scarcely yet rdinquished, and feudal feelings are 
sdU watmly cherished, the descendant ci a former 
race of kings is regarded with greater veneration 
than ireuld be granted to one who could make a fair 
Aom of lands and honours of a modem date. We 
ventured therefore to disregard the warnings that 
we had leoeiyed from inteUigmit but prgudioed low- 
landers, who had endearoured to instil a fund of 
suspicion' into our minds against the whole race of 
mountaineers ; and readily accepted the oflfer diat 
was made us on behalf of this admowledged chief. It 
is true, we were well armed, but there was in reality 
litde foundation fiv the idle tales that had induced 
us to take this precaution. Mr. ', was a jus-^ 

tice of the peace, and, as sufeh, with palriarohal 
power, admimst^ed to all around, his own fbm 
of statute law, somewhat different perhaps from that 
which Mr. Grabbett has abstracted for the use of the 
present generation, but quite sufficient for the pro- 
tection of any one to whom he diought fit to extend 
his favour ; in which number we were certnn of be- 
ing reckoned, so long as we remained under his roof.* 
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^' The big-homier AaBi»^aff a datehed aiUh lAout 
dxty feet long by twenty wide, and to lall appewr- 
«Doe only one stoxy hi^. It OB tenwbl y contained 
an eatii^ parUwr and: aubliiig-rocin) abont twenty 
feet long by oxteen or sarenteea wMe, or as they 
aoe caDed in tiu&oonnlsy^. two tecspikai-idoittt^ fitnn 
eaoh of which opened two small' bed^rodihs. W« 
had cud evidence in thenight, that- there w«a oAer 
accommodatiQn in die diatdi^ but those who had 
the benefit: of it were ^aced &r beyond ourken; 
Concetre then* our earpiiiBe at being gradually in^ 
tiodttoed to at least two doaen indiriduals^ dl par- 
lour- boaidarK There wias 'mine host, a venerafaie 
old man.of cightyrsix;^ his young and blooming: wife,- 
a dmi$^^;er with- her huslHtnd, thi$ee or four gay 
young ladaear feom Galway^ two young gentlemen,' 
two priests^, and soTeral oAexD, ^dently dansmeh 
aad^ zelattons. As they fliedi in^ we sat by, wou'^ 
dering wiience they came, but when the a^ounh 
ment to the dming«oom took place, it: was evident, 
ftom Ae^praforion with wiudbi the hospitable boaxd 
wds q>ie8d,. tint tfaexewould be noi deficiency in^ 
their entertainrnent. ^^ong a vwri^ of cmiout 
artijoles on tfae.taUc^. ^(^ ^particuli»]y noiiOBd a fine 
didi of aea^bde ;: a. ddioacy, which at Christmas^ 
you^would) I fanoy, have some difficulty in procur- 



isg witlMift laueh aAfeiitiik«^ AvMniUlof 
cowjfmsf, the fiuaes of a laxge diiuus, wd dv 
fRannth of a bnght tuff &»,, l end w dthe haat al- 
most iBBapfortaUe, ated dariiag thefeasty amid dia 
cUttexafkamesaiidfoikay and die aoaq^miioea 
ofoiorpart^, ivawei^ixidnlgedadliUtciit widiidM 
dxloet sotaa of the bag-'pipey -iddcb oontintted iti 
intfoooant dione uaA the ladies netizod ftam the 
table. 

I iieed not expatiate on the nine and i^ts^ 
though both had psobaUy been- imported dntj^free 
many years before, and were certainly good enough 
to tempt the whole party to pay a sufficient devo- 
'ticm to the joUy god. It is but faur however to 
mention, in reply to certain scandalous reports that 
are abroad concerning us, that no one was couk 
pelled to drink more than he felt inclined I waa 
on my guard, wishing to have full possession of my 
judgment in case I should be called upon to exert 
it, and I soon found that this precaution was not 
without its use. When the glass had circulated 
freely, the expected attack was commenced ; and 
after the whole line of compliments to my fimiily, 
and the self gratulations of succe/ssfiil industry, 
had been run through, I was asked, not indeed by 
mine host, but by his more eloquent son-in-law, for 
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arenewd of the lease under which hig beneficial in- 
terest was held. This you will allow was coming to 
the point; I could only reply, in general but decisiTe 
terms, that though I should at all times be unwiUing^ 
to remove an old tenant or his family from lands im- 
mediately occupied by them, yet I had resolved that 
no act of mine should place another landlord ^ be- 
tween me and the immediate cultivators of the soil. 
This of course put an end to the conversation, we 
soon after adjourned to the ladies^ and diatted over 
the tea-table till it was time to go to bed. 

H. 
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LETTER IV. 

JAHOABT. 

1 

HowETEft I might hxve felt the extremity of the 
cold, during the night we passed at die foot of 
Ben-kyi, I had no want of wannth to complain of 
at R ■ . Picture to yourself, a room ten feet 
square, in which are arranged a four post bedstead, 
a dressing table, a chest of drawers, and the usual 
welcome to a stranger, a bright turf fire, occupying 
three or four feet by two c/£ the side of the room 
next the head of the bed. Imagine also that the 
floor, though boarded, is by nature scMmewhat damp, 
that the dry rot is evidently an inmate of theapart- 
mrait, and you may perhaps be able to conceive 
some of the inconveniences which then affected me 
most seriously, but to which, I suppose, time has 

reconciled me, since, with some trifling alterations, 

I now occupy the very same apartment as a dressing 

room. 
After a most substantial breakfast we proceeded 

to llie wreck, and listened with becoming attention 
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to a great many contradictory reports rebtive to the 
way in which she had been brought to the spot where 
she then lay. We afterwards strolled to an old 
castle, which appeared at the distance of about a 
mile to the westwi|td« It is a ruined heap without 
much ornament ; but its situation proves it to have 
been once a place of strength, and the buildings at* 
taehed to it ar«cfsuffidentmi^mtudeto lead one to 
'suppose Aat they must have been occuiaed by pto«« 
sons, of some rank among the mountaineers. From 
its high batdements the view was very grand. The 
si9a pcrfcictly smooth^ the islands, of Boffin, Tuije^ 
and. Clara,, with AduU h^d^ the.Keekj^ MiUlma^ 
and BenoDona, fimneda panommaiwhich no pan cm 
describe. Out hills. receive a very lich tint fiom the 
quanti^ of heath that blooms, amid the rugged rodn, 
imd the colo» of the sea varies with' almost every 
change in the atmosphere. There we not indeed 
two landscapes in the year that perfectly resemUe 
each other. On that day we particularly observed 
on an the distant olgects that delicate pink tint 
whidft gives .so soft a tone to the soaiery, in the fine 
weather, occasioned by a hard frost ; and the moun- 
tains had just suificient snow on their summits to 
render them most majestically beautaftd. 

In spite of the worldly prudence that occupied our 
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$hoi]gbt8, the beatitieB of nature ibr a time were vi<N 
tfnious, and it was n^t until we had long eigojred the 
ddiglit mspir^hy sudi a scene that we condescend- 
ed to observe the extentof good land stretched around 
ihe castle, The resideifce of our ancestors was ge- 
nerally well chosen; but since the old castles have 
been abandoned, it is remsriied that an Irish gen* 
tleiB«i''s house is always near a good situation^ but 
never m the spot. The heir of fortune is seldom 
ooatent, until he has pulled down what was bnik by 
his immediate predecessor. Gall and Spunbeim 
would, attribute this unlucky pr<^iwsity to the ab- 
sMice df the oigan of bafaitativeness, and the preva* 
lence of that of oonstructiven^s — but etiough for me 
to render you an account of our .extravagancies : to 
you I leave the discussion of their causes. 

On the ensuing day, which wsa Monday, we again 
went down tp theshoreto go through what was con- 
sidered the necessary form of demanding possessien 
of the wreck. There we found above 300 men em- 
ployed in rolling up the logs of timber from the 
vessel to a place of safety. As many were engaged 
upon each as could possibly find room to placea fin- 
ger, and, besides, there were idlers in equal number^ 
busily occupied in ^ving time, by way of labour, to 

c2 



thdr mates'*. My armed party formed a group in 
itself, and standing aloef from the rest, gave a very 
negatiT^e assistance in the arrangements that were 
going on. 

I soon fbimd that my refiisal of a new lease had 
decided the case, and that every civil opposition 
was to be made to my claims. This, of course, 
shortened enr stay, and at day-break the next morn- 
ing, the firost still continuing, and the sun rising 
beautifiilly over the mountains, we began our jouT" 
ney homewards. - 

As nothing of particular interest occurred on onr 
return, I need not waste your time by dwelling on 
Ae difficulties of the route. We break&sted on a 
boiled sheep, potatoes, and whiskey punch, in a 
cottage at the foot of Polkcopple; turned somewhat 
from our road to linger in admiration of the quiet 
beauties of the lake of Eiltnore, and at the top of 
Mam Turc, quaSbd the saered waters of a fairy weD. 

* ** My good MeaJ^* said a geatleman to a peasant stand- 
ing idle in the road, *' you seem to be doing nothing." The 
man negligently began striking the stones. ^ Oh, that wont 
do. Do you call that hard work ?** ^ Sure," answered he 
to this expostulation, ^ Sure, iS n*t it time now, and not la- 
bour we are bound to give the masted!'* 
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Should you ever pass the defile, yon cannot but ob- 
s^rre this picturesque sprii^« It is neaily at the 
simumt of the pass, and is suixounded by a lowwall 
of stones : the water is delightfully pure, and we fimnd 
ity even in the depth of winter, hi^y refireshing. 
.^Aer a.<x>ld,and,£Nrsome hoursof daifaie6s,adan« 
gm«us ride, we reached the hospitable roof which 
had first xecdved us in Joyce country^ and were 
pressed to stay the night; but there were other 
guests in the house, and we were anxious to reach 
home. Under the influence of a ghws or two oi 
whiskey pundi,, a few hours more or less <^ &tigue 
did not appear irorthy of consideration : remaining 
thexefore only until the moon had risen, and aUowing 
time for the r^reshment of ourselves and horses, we 
Started at ten o'clock at night. The road was slip- 
pexy ; the riyers we had to pass were firoxen over, 
and it was with thankful feelings, although at three 
o'dock in the monung, that we found oursdves at 
loigth safely landed in the hall of our house. 

Do you ask what actual advantage accrued from 
this expedition ? I can only tell you, that we all be- 
lieved the wreck in question must belong either to 
the lord of the soil, or his lessee ; and in this (pinion 
we set about quarrelling for the spoil. Ere we had 
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well begun, the owner and the admiralty stepped 
forward, and little came to my tenant, and still less 
to myself on account of nuuuMrial claims, to which, 
in such a case, nothing was legally due. But I was 
delighted with the beauty of the country, and deter- 
mined to settle hare. Mr. ■■ ■ ' - so<m after retired 
to an estate of his own in a distant part of the coun- 
try ; and I have reason to think his dieparture was 
influenced by publidty being given to the fact, that 
he was not king dejure. I will rdate one circum- 
stance which contributed to this end, as it is illus- 
trative of the gepeiml state of the country, and of 
the power assumed by middle-men. 

A large piece of timber, which had lain for ages 
beneath die deep bogs that have overwhelmed our 
magnific^it forests, was ^scovered, and raised from 

its interment, by some of the inhabitants of R ;. 

I desired my steward to claim it as belonging to the 
lord of the soil ; he was, of course, refused his un^ 
reasonable clium, and bid to go about his business. 
Even in his presence a mob collected, and the log was 
carried off on their shoulders, while the family piper 
played before the rejoicing fa^ind, in all the pomp 
and parade of victory. I could not thus st^er my 
authority to be set at nought ; and after some com- 
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municstioii between our mutual menof buaineM, the 
tiinber was restored to the persons appointed by me 
to superintend its removal. This may be regarded 
aa the dawn of law in this part of Cunnemarra. 

H. 
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LETTER V. 



JANUABT. 



While in Cunnen^arra, I had heard that, at the 
foot of Bencoona, at a place called Letterguesh, these 
was the appearance of slate, and that too of a good 
quality. The accounts were exceedingly vague ; and 
the inhabitants of B^— - were vexy little incUaed to 
throw light on a sulgect which might bring me into 
their neighbourhood oftener than would be con- 
sistent with the influence which had been exerted 
hitherto without controul. It is easy, however, for 
the youthful mind to build airy castles of the imagi- 
nation, on less solid foimdations ; and you will not 
therefore be' surprised^ that I determined on a per- 
sonal examination of the quarries that had been so 
indefinitely described. 

The friend, who accompanied me on my first tour, 
was still with me, and again volunteered on this oc- 
casion. Our road lay exactly in the same direction 
as before, through Joyce country, until we came to 
the fords of Beahuibrack, where we met a man of the 
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name of Martin Joyce, an inhabitant of part of that 
district in the neighbourhood of Cong; and one of 
die old and, fonnerly, poweifid dans of the gigantic 
race that gave their name to the coontry. He had 
preyioody introduced himself to me, for the purpose 
of giying me some useful information relative to the 
terms on which other tenants formerly hdd their 
lands from the middlemen in Cunnemarra ; and, for 
wfaat reason I know not, had taken a particular fimcy 
to me. He was returning ftom some farms which 
he held under the late General Miller, accompanied 
by a horse load of oysters, and another of scollops, 
a very forourite and esteemed luxury in the west of 
Irdland. Indeed, it is absolutely reported and be- 
lieved, that a present of scoHops used, half a century 
ago, to prove-tiie most powerftd evidence that could 
be produced before a magistrate ; and I have my- 
sdf heard the oSer of a load of them made, prel 
viously to the opening of a pUdntifTs case, although, 
in that instance, without the least chance of obtain- 
ing the anticipated result. 

On our meeting widi Martin Joyce, we enter- 
ed into conversation, and, for the sake of our com- 
pany, be turned back and offered his services for our 
guidioice and protection ; but he absolutely insisted 
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on our re0tixig, fbr a time, at the little cottage wludi 
marks the spot where tibe traveller is to turn from the 
road, amidst the waters of a mountaiii tonent, when 
he proposes to dimb the |m»8 of Mam Tore We 
assented with a|;ood grace, and were introduced into 
theistbui. 

. If yon imagine to yooraelf the dirtiest pigrtye in 
all England, you will not yet have reached what 
appeared to us to be the state of this cabin. We 
/seated ourselves on low stools, whidi the propiieter 
had resigned for our acconunodation, by the ade of 
the fire. The smoke rcAed in dark volumes, ^^ above, 
idbout, and underneath,^ pouring out of the door with 
Sotce sufficient to tum'a smoke js^Sl that would haw 
Toasted an ox. In tihe meantime, our friend Joyce 
hegtaito open his oysters, whidi he made us eat om 
amita^y without bread or potatoes. Our sumpt^ 
loGse having gone on sometime before us, there was 
ao resourcef and we were obliged to wadh them down 
with native Patshgeuj less adulterated with water 
than we could have wLdied. ^or did this su£- 
£oe; Martin deemed hlmsdf a cook, and set about 
•dxeasingsoollc^ for our entertainment. He opened 
them, called for butter — and such butter! it was 
added to the fish^ which were fried in the shdl, and 
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we wece actuidly dbliged to eat of tlut ngout, uatS 
I 8»w my cwnpanhm's fine itttetfy ducompoted by 
the extremity of his distress. 

After a tuoe, however, tre agmn noiinted our 
steeds, and foibwed our guide stong die r$3ief, 
whidi, for want of a better name, I must distai. 
*gaish as tile pose of Lenane. A pvet^ bnxdc 
wonad akng Aefbwt of h^b, batverygveen moiin- 
tains; asd the whole seene was sidideiilly wild and 
]Hetiwesque, dioagb not in any way Mpial to die 
odur soenes we had passed* For about six miks, 
die «»d, dunigh narrow, peesented no great diflU 
cdtties to the trardler : at that distance from Beat* 
aabvack, we began to descend to die Eiilkry bay 
T€ry n^ar the head of diat magnifioent i&let which 
we ctmld disceni, stretched like a lake anodst the 
noUest mountains. The night was closia^ in apsoe, 
and we were anxious to posh on; but no,-— Martin 
Joyce decided diat we should call on the liead of 
bis dan, a person emphalieally cdled Big Ned Ji^ce, 
being hetwseen six imd seven ftek in height, and large 
in proportion. At his luM^table mansion, of which 
you will prabiUy hear more, we vere called upon to 
drindc thewelcoaoeanddiestiirup-eiipin due course. 
It had[ been previously decided that the horses should 
go on to Rossroe, a village at the mouth of the bay, 
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wh^re^ as we weie iitfornied) there was good acoom- 
modation for man and beast, and that we should 
proceed down the Eilleiy bay in a boat. Yon wiU, 
eise this, have perceived, that I had been absolutely 
superseded in my command, and that we had re- 
solved, for the sake of amusement, that onr good 
fiietid and aUy should Itave his own way. 

;ConQ^ye us, then, with a party of wM moun* 
taineers, embarked on waters of which we knew 
nothing ; the mght so dark that we could scazoely 
see the bow €£ the boat, and yet so beautifuUy dear, 
that the mountains on ead mde were distinctly 
visible when contrasted with the 6t«r*dotted firma- 
ment above. We rowed down the bay in poi&ot 
safely, and landed at the Hotel'du grand Courier 
at Bossroe. There we found our hcxrses, but not 
our proviriohs, so that we were constrained to accept 
the accommodation that was oSereii and to submit 
to an actual Uvouac. 

The hotel at Bosaroe woidd be woeth description, 
if it could be accurately described* A thatehed 
building, about thirty &et long by fifteen wide, 
contained a kitdien and an inner-room, aflbrding a 
shelter for two cows, a horae, and a pig, and sundry 
other miscellaneous uiimals, besides the fiunily, and 
the guests newly arrived. We were ushered.into an 
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* roomy wUch had two bedbondiegrouikUfloor, 
Wo more in the loft, and above that, a roosting- 
piaoe for the chickens* The floor was damp and 
unertn, the room dark and dKrty. Our repast eon- 
siated of potatoes and eggs, which I enjoyed toler- 
abfy wdL Not so my fiwtidiotts companion, who 
was, however, better satisfied with the eggs, exclaim- 
ing in rapture with eveiy shell that he cradled, 
*^ Tlumk Heaven they have coats on r 

After our repast was finished, we began to think 
of our anangements for die night I laid medown 
in my doak, with a portmanteau finr my pillow, and 
dept sound and well, except wh«i awakened oo- 
casionally by the moans of my friend, whose noo- 
tonial suAierings, when recapitulated the next mom- 
ii^, were pretty nearly as foflows : 

^^ Aa soon as yoQ laid down on Ae bed, I com^ 
posed myself to sleep in my duur by the fire; bat 
the smoke that poured out firom Ae chimney for a 
whik prevented my getting any rest At last, I 
6U into a dose of a few. minutes, but was soon 
startled by finding my chair sink into the floor; 
and as often as I sought for a more secure foun- 
dataxm, the same result broke in upon my slumbers. 
Once I was awakened by die entrance a( dsree or 
four great girls, and curious to know what was to 



become of them, I housed mysdf to waidi ikmr 
ascent into the ooek-loft, aiul saw tbi^m comfortably 
Untied in the thatch just b^low the fbwk. Noi^ 
Img after, the eocks b^gta to crow, and the hm»iQ 
€«ckle, and on waking, I found the fire g^one mi> 
which tempted me into the kitchen*. Th^re I iemf 
the floor literally strewed with sanam andl^gs!; xai 
the ducks began to quack, and the geese tcr gaibUe, 
and we had to inake our wiiy throjogb the legs and 
9(nn8 to |;he door of the. house, which I ef«ened,.juat 
aft the day began to dawn. The dudes and geese 
hobbled out with i^. speed, and I followied; but 
being lesS: soured to the cold, was glad to refeum 
mid. li^t a .fresb fire in our room, while you lay 
de^[iing.aU the while as if-nothing was the mattar.*" 
Such was his tale of woe. Nevertheless, after a 
hearty breiddTaat, again we. topped the biiny wave, 
launched ou the great Atlantic, and passed the mouth 
pf the lesser KiUery harbour to Lettergueslb The 
ihore i$ very wild, bold, and picturesque : in some 
places, varied by patches of white shelly sanda. 
We met a fleet of rowing boats bound to theKil- 
leiies, for the herring fishery. They inqfOiKed 
anxiously whether any had. been taken the night 
before; and cautioned us to be careAd in landing, 
as there was a heavy surf on the. beach. Thia was 
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not widuMtt reason. On appnwdung the shore, we 
saw people nmning in all diiecti<Hi8, and waving 
their hats to us to keep off, which we did, but 
not widioat feeling the attraction of a tremendous 
breaker, that we had not at first perceiYed, rising 
over a sunken rod:. Even when we put ashore it 
was necesissary that the boat should be cauj^t, as 
it were, in thfi ams of those wfaoassiafeed our land- 
au, to prevent its bemg dashed in pieces fay the 
sorge. Indeed^ the poor fidiennen on this wild 
coast, run feaiAil risks in pursuit of their hivd* 
esmed gains, and that, too, widiout any adequate 
encouragement : but, as I have landed safeiyy I will 
not, at present, dwdl on so unpleasant a theme. 
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LETTER VI. 



JANUARY. 



As TO found our baggi^ and fvovinons at Let- 
tei^gnesh^ and as we took possassion of a vaeant cot- 
tage for our head quarters, the three or four days 
that were spent there in the eiEamination of the bed 
of slate, did not brii^ with them any incunTeniaiee 
worthy of being recorded. 

The Tillage in wMdi we were, had been always 
heU from the landlord, without the intervention of 
a middle-man, and some of the inhaUtants wei^ to- 
lerably well off in Aeir outward circumstances. But 
even here the pernicious system of under-letting had 
obtained : holdings were indefinitely split ; and the 
rich, of course, took advantage of the poor. Do not, 
however, suppose that the principle of oppression is 
the growth of the Irish soil alone. It bears the same 
ratio in every quarter of die globe, and happy Eng- 
land is an excqrtion, only because ^^ her godlike 
laws^ have given to every individual, a specific 
right to so much of the general stodk as is absolutely 



necesBaiy to hu support. It nsttert Ihtla in whoio 
hands the power may reside, the body polttac will be 
e^uUy diseased, whether at the mescy of a tyrant^ 
orofammlxidledmob; and neidier the fafif^t pa- 
geantry of adespotie ooort, nor the savage exolta^ 
tkm of a tviuinpfaaiit democracy , can hide firosi the ai« 
tmtJTe obseryer of manlriBd, the state of degradation 
into wUsh « gieat pniportion of his fidlsw creatBies 
are amseqaently phiQged. In Seodaad, the law of 
epttion pioivides w efliMst»a% |ar the ends of justice 
as Ae poor laws with you. In Iiehoid^ the want ef 
oowfidwice , arishig ftewt the possUaMty of ntgect 
want, paralyaes exertion ; mid whfle her poer» eons 
sesh onfy Sar tlie slender .pittance which is suffident 
to pmarwe Ufe, sudi as are diove that fear, do net 
scrapla to take e«mi to the uttenneat ponny^ fiem 
diOBe whose exifltenoe or non-^eiistanoe ia to thm a 
matter of no poemiiary conseqaosoei. Mmddnd, in 
fjtneml, ase net tnttctently fanbned with the jipim 
ef aetU^as Parity, to do thaiwhUi lari^t for the 
sahe'Of« heavenly rewand^ and eadi individnal ia 
too prone too^midi^ hisiiwa inteeest as paiamosmt 
to ^ffay other ; dt k themfiite fiir the laws of man to 
set beibro him a hanier, ower wlndb it will be d]&- 
adtfsvhimtoiNMs^ .and whatcanbemaneefledmBl 
than to say, ^^ Y'Oftmay tahe£ni ymiar neif^riisiNr 



duki 4o which you h«ve a rif^ bitl y^« shall aotl 
let him starre ?" If yoa adnit dub to be jiiat, ii 
must follow diat aome mofificadoni of diQ {io«w« 
laws is absolutely necessary for the w^Urhmg.oSso^ 
ciaty, and Ireland should no longer be dmied -the 
benefit of dieir operatioa. But I hare euteredUnta 
die field of political ceocmoiny, instead of wandfarji^g 
with you oTer die wild heaths of CunBfWi«wa» Uk 
which we must now return. 

Thebedof slate, of which we had heard so muchy 
yetscK litde to die purpose, proved to be of consider^ 
able extent. At die shore it rose about three fiMihona 
above low-water mark, and appeared, with occaawxnal 
interruptions of whin dykes, about a quarter of a mil^^ 
in breadth. Asthe.lai]dreceded&omthesea,itro«^ 
widi the elevation of the hill, running m^rdi-weetc 
and south-.ea8t, and dipping to the north-east.* Wa 
tniced it along a fine mountain stream for some milea^ 
and it was curious to see die beautiful gre^oi basiBS). 
which the rapid and pceqipitous descent of the win- 
t» rains had hewn out of its sdlid bed* Ppetic ficlm^ 
would ^nbdlish sucha situaticm with many a legea4 
of water nymphs and their adventurous admirers^ 
but we, more humUe writers of prose, widiovt the^ 
slightest hope of so ddi(^rt(ul an iafttervieY;, Jmiiti ba 
oonten^ to dimb die steep aspenfc ef uuMiy^an oveiw 
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lam^^chgf to^^atherfantielieBfHnn'tiie wHdhol^ 
JSeBf uader wkidi eur mofe fortunate rivals have lis- 
tttDid to the syren Bong (^ these imaghucry beauties; 
' After e njii y n ig many sndi rambles, it was time for 
US to return. Tlie working of the qoany was de- 
ferted, aaid indeed has not yiet been eflfectnaUy com- 
tmsxMA. The dale which bo^rm <mt Boose ift the 
produce ef'om^ nrst atienipt. 

Our intention was io view ibe Sfflery harbour, by 
rs^nrkig up die bay ; but'the* difficulty of providing 
osrs for Ae boat, and of- getting under wdgh, £iB. 
ottllies not' easily ov e re dme 'at tfae^arie, made us too 
late io ergaj the splendid seene.' The moon rose 
before we reaehed our iesdng^place ; and it was un- 
der her solemn- influence, that Martin Joyce, who 
was sliQ with us, entered into deepeo n verriitiion witib 
me.' He asked many queslions conoeming my f». 
mtSy, myselfjf and my fatuie plans ; all which I an^ 
swered as finr as wlis cbnnstent with discretion. Hfc 
ibea ptbceeddl to my religion : ** Pray are you a 
oadiolic or a protestant .^"^ '^ A protestant,'' was my 
reply. '^ Do you say Aat ?^ ifejoined mjr querist, 
"I do," lEteid I. ** Th«i you are the forst of yomr& 
laUy Aat ever deified his reltgion.''--^^ I do lAot deny 
my r^^ion,'' I repfied. ** Takemy wf»d for it," said 
he,» ^ that yott tgtt wroitg ; i«id ^ke toy advlde; • tf ' 
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^^ ^ «i§ indingi^^ tarote ydand^ Old go to 
retk.'^ Thk was^ yw wfll dlow, an ^di OD nVmatJuii 
to tttke pkoeia BB loaely ii situatioii^ and idtfa midi 
a pBStji, and I 0#]i I Mt a litde upon die occaston, 
biit a moBieii^s Tiefldctniii Restored ^j corfdeiiae in 
dR boniDiij^ oFmy faigotted bat MdiM co^^anions. 
• At l^gth we bmded agiSn a* Leenime to tnk» 
up our abode for tbe nigbt Big Ned Joyce^ kbme 
was of a different desciipdon fiom any irebad fadEhre 
pceupitd^ He bad bee&4t «ne tine a ir^altfay mid- 
dleman, bat firMi extmragatic^ and ndamanagenrnt 
was we$Ay reduced to the lerel of a conmuni pea« 
«aBt. Tbe fite-side bowever wa» move eomfortabfe : 
4iMne w«re tome dudn and a tMe in the mom: 
6t»n the ii9of htmg down steares of emoted geese and 
tavtton^ ioMraments of fishing) aod oAsfr aniciefi 
which shew^ tbe remains of fi)rmerpro£^]!i^. Tbe 
inneir roottsf oid&tafaied a bed with cotton hsD^gings, a 
id#taUe,andacbair. The cattle were not attow^ 
tbe privilege of paiieur boarders, and opontfae wht>l^ 
every thing was in much better style than the out*, 
side of the cabin had given us reason to eupecL 
Dinner wal( served up in due courte, con^sting of a 
gooee freeli &om the bay, smoked mutton, fish, p^ 
tatoes, and egg6. It was however Saturday, tiid 
neither our host nor Martin wouM titsto die inea«. 
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Tbe only bed in ike house waa allotted to mj i 
panion and myself; the two Joyces sat up all night, 
talking incessantly. My friend, who as usual could 
not sleep, was much amused by their conversation, 
which was carried <m partly in English, partly in 
Irish^ and interrupted by continual inquiries whether 
it was yet twelve oVIock. That happy hour at length 
anrrad^ and die dattcr of kmres and forin veiy 
plainly announoed that an aMtmk was cimunenoed en 
the nuams of aiir evening's meaL That diey play- 
ad. their paH» pestty weQwasftUy asesrtajned Ae 
next nunming, fbr, as I well rsnember, we ftred nd- 
aerafaly at breakfiMrt* A pewm unused to Hveen- 
didy en petatoes finds them unpalatiMe in a mom- 
)Bg,.but when custom has once overcome this disgust, 
I really believe thcxie is no food moie wholesome and 



I hKV€ now given yon all |hat I n^men^ber ef my 
ascendespcditbn. It was many years before I agsin 
visited Cfmnemam. 

H. 
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LETTER VII. 



Mt ftrl^ ec^bliBkBEieiit in IfeUnd was in Aespmg 
of I&IO. lagainleAitiiiAiqiagtUtia. During the 
time of our resideace the imfvofenieiit whiA wm 
gntduaUytakiBg place in thecoantiy wmvenYmam* 
feet. Miserable cabins, without any appMnoice of 
comftirt, 'were rapidly giving jiace to comfistiaMe 
oottages; and, however thepec^Ie might feel tiie 
weight of certain unpopular and (qspiessive taxed) 
they were coonparatitely aflkiettt, and seaned to be 
approachingmuch higher degrees of civiliMtaon tliMs 
any" which th^ have yet attained. At our depai^ 
ttlre ail was going on well;- rmts were patdwidiottt 
difficulty; tenants were to be found finr any quantity 
of land at a moments warning; and the prosperons 
condition of the country gave new hope to the buqy- 
ant spirit of youth. 

I again returned to Ireland in 1816. The altera- 
tion which had taken place in the condittini of the 
people was scarcely viinble ; for thoi^h still ftirdMr 



improTemeait might be obsenred in Ibefar cottages 
and appaiel, a sad change for the worse had really 
occurred in their drcumstaaces. Five or six difl^- 
ent banks, the principal of which was the house of 
French and Co., had stopped payment, or fidled al- 
together; consequently business was at a stand. The 
grasiers one by one becoming bankrupts had b^un 
to suraeaAer their fims; the middlemen after f%i 
haustisig what was left of the substance of tb» uiw 
dar tenaate were preparing to tMaw the example^ 
kavijig nodding to die landlord for Ins rent, but the 
hare po^ifer of inflicting three montha^imprisanmei^ 
ere the benefit <^ die instdrent act couU be kgally 
claimed by the defiMiIier- Frauduknt transfers of 
stodchad become the order of die day; principle was 
brid at nought; in short It seemed as ifaaetofgam^ 
hlsvs had been broken in upon by the officers of jus-, 
dse^ and that in the general scramble erery one was 
seeking to secure for his own use what he coutd of 
die general stod(. In the mean time, the labouitr 
and the cottier tenant were mined altog^er. The 
cow that had formerly been equiTalent to oneor.two 
yearns rent was seised and sold for (me instafaalent ftf 
die half year; and as the means of rqproduc^ioa d^d 
not keep pace with the donaad wluch a hungry.&ffifly 
wQce daily mal^, thm difficulties became extasme^ 



Tim peeufiiary dialiem was ivttediaMy fettcnred 
hy the first scarcity which has hajipeiied in IreUnd 
mlhin my meni^. The jKHttt^cEOphadpaitsdDy 
fioled ; oats were scatee and dear ; and tlie wheat 
was very bad. indeed. In the ^innner of 1817» ^^ 
greatest peessure was felt bjr the in^overiflhed in- 
habttantaoftheWest. At thai time^ oatDae«l> tbsir 
cumman foodi roaohed the atormous pike, of SSa. 
par ewt. i and in the purchase of tiiat neeessatgr w^ 
tidei what little remained of hiddMi tieaaiii^. was ^ 
^BCtiiattyeihansted. They have n&r^yeiiwoevasMl 
£cmn this distress, 

I am thus particular, because I tlask it essdnM 
to the weBEwe rf Irdand, that the causes ef the fii.^ 
mine of last year fibdnU be acoaraitely asM^tained; 
and I am satisfied that I shall be able to pvov^leyout 
that the alt«»tion m the vahie of mon^y in IffLS 
andl&16»^w thermete cause of the gsdeiTQUB ant 
SvingaofAe poor in 1899. Indeed, I am incUnod 
t» think, that the suffenngs oocaaioned.by ev^^y 
scarcity which has found its way into the history ef 
bdaad) if not the scarcity itself may be moreeasi]^ 
traced to some exprnmeBt on the currency of &e 
eoun^, or to the no leas dteadfol ravages of civil 
war, 4ban to the culture of potatoes as a priniaiiMl 
article of food. Who will sow, where he is not 
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loTMf B oririiointt plut, if he i» Ml to e«l the 
fifoit of his labour ? 

Ftam dw time «f our ttoond ttdm to Irahad, 
till the qpring of lftl9, we iMided on die nmk-eisi. 
€ni aide of Cknr htsf. I had a fiom in the oomitgr 
of Ma^; anodicr ib die county «f Gahmy, at die 
diaianoeef diiifjrttnka; nd, at die tame dm^ pre** 
parabflus mae (foinj^ oanweur petmanent leridttwe 
inCnnnnaaRa. Promdiefiedrciiinataiioes^atidflNntt: 
die fcmwiit jeufneys I was oMIged to make^ fit^m 
one idaoe to anodier, I liad a very Mi e p perU mk y 
of investigating and asoertoining die real itate ef die 
eoon^. Mdancholy was die picture, that every 
where presented itsdUl Large tracks of land were gra- 
dnaDy dirown ont of cultiyadon upon the hands of 
die landlords; and those tenants who were IbiConate 
mough to escape widi any part of dieir. Snbitance, 
were soon impoverishedby trusting ^the support 
of dieir fkmilies' to what is called con acre^ or com 
acre. Nor must die blame rest altogedier with the 
landlord. In many cases, whole villages were de- 
serted, and diestodk removed widiout any previous 
notice, or attempt at obtaining better terms ; and 
often Adtbe landlord receive payment&r Us anMrs, 
bydmwholesdedislBbatioin of lagOMdl. This is 
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iMft, h dfw cmj wo wondcrMfli itmay al fint • pp pt 
to yen. 

The poor tenant kvidiiB^'amiA&aiicrcirliit* 
erer be dteextait of lus undntakiiig^ lieis a capEw 
tdisty pro faille; and, as a cafitaluty he had been/ 
nekady effected by the sudden cheiige in tbe^valne 
of money. I willtake, for thesdEeef japnnsnt^a 
ftnUy which oceapied half a doaen acne *«f geori: 
gn>inid; whose usual steok in trade eonststedof jr 
oow, e Jioise, a pig» a yeariing calf, iiie pradnoe ef 
lus tillage ground, and his fanning utensils, which^/ 
m 1812, 1 should have Talued thus : 

£ s. d. 

Cow ..•.. 12 

Horse 10 

Pig 2 5 6 

Calf 4 o 

Oats, one acre. 8 o o 

Potatoes 14 o O 

Sundries, consistiiig of flax, farming 

utensils, &c. &c.« 10 O 

€$0 6 



And Ais sum mteOL being dii4ded by 13, the 
rent Ast he iroaM at that time' hKve hnd to pay, 



^Kwm^ m .Kflik of.five icaliy at tl» i 

in trade, by one, whom I ahould call the first] 

oalj above die mete eottifir tenant. Nor k diia at 

aft'cxiigpaalei; for ki 1818, I raoMmbcr acUing 

omrm^ Im: of the tame deaciqption at theae whidi art 

.oanasKA among the loirinid finmen, at mndi ] 

prioeB than theae whidi I have taken in my I 

Ik. the spiing ot 1816, when the powmiaiy diatreia 

WBs firat ftlt, mqipodiig him to have been Me to 

pay his sent 19 to Ae preceding year, his altered 

stnatienwoQidbe this: 

£ 9, d. 

Cow. 5 

Hone. 4 o O 

Pig 1 .0 O 

Ciilf.. ....S o 

OatSy one acre. 5 O 

Potatoes 7 O O 

Sundries 5 O 

£j9 OWlttaenw* 



Now one of these rents was always necessary for 
the support of the family, the labour, which was ex- 
pcoldedLpn the^^foUAd, peodubcd amther4 andit is 
obyi((m% t|^ ^bmgh it. mi|^t he poanUe^for'an in* 
dustrious man to make both ends meet, while he 
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liadatihe dose^if tke ycttr^thieemiti, btsideAtiie 
pflfww of produotioiiy it wouU be nttofty impsieticsv 
Ue ftr bim to do so when fae had only two ; as Mm 
whole stock would be swept away by the money pajr* 
BMiits he wonld have to mabe^ fem die mt ve8iai»- 
ing afteranpportiBg his family and tilling tihegfoimd 
for Ae nest cn^ The nugority of the people^ 
thesefive^ became disooiitented with tbar sitoatioii^ 
and, having nothing to hopiB^ and eTery thing to fivr 
ftian die law, diqr iiK^ed off widi the eow, tbehoraeiy 
the pig, the calf, and, in many oases, witk theor 
potatoes also ; leaving only the com to pay the 
landlord for his mears, and the yearns rent becom- 
ing due in the harvest of ISljS. 

When even die collective wisdom of die House 
of Commons had been so- grievously raistdLen, it was 
not to be expected tfattt die unenHgfatened peasantry 
could trace effects to their causes. While ccmsdous 
of their own a^roaching ruin, diey saw not the 
hand diat pulled them down; and naturally visited 
on their more immediate creditors, die distress in 
-whidi they found themselves unexpectedly mvolved. 
•The consequences that ensued, have been akeady 
adrevtadto; aad^teywereiaevitalle. Bw&kwkmt 
Ihegnatest esre was takm of the tenantfy of laorge 
estates, their ireoowcry has been at best but pairlial. 



Maajr gmikmm^ in die fifil twiN»cr» nodiT#dl 
fltockfttliieiratiiiiQHnipqriBeBk; atbffnfiwdiMid 
C0ni«tui«d¥iiioe; o(]ien» at ^aoe, stnidc off iht 
«Eve«t whidi had aoenied# ledttoed the iHil% and 
kfttbepcMBatefaegiiiaftodi: bat allwMddnotdo; 
year after ypif) tlm di^^Moi on becMac gwtac; the 
Hawip procpss was cpntimuJly feoiag on; and^atdiii 
nMNttOit, we are reaping, fireaa higheak ta loamt^ the 
Uttar harreet of miaecy and diaai^poinliDant. 

Diniiq; theaa last five jeaca I may aalbly aaaert 
tihat dune-feiiBAs t)f the i^adtmal capital af die 
Wei* o£ Ireland haa been t^MOfbed; and that ahiee 
1816 there has never been, as heretolbre, & xedwid- 
ance of the potatoe crop. In 1682, it is true, po- 
tatoes were exceedingly dieap, but the low piice of 
pwk,whid> p r ev e nte d the pciyleftom apemlariwg as 
faefineinthatuaefidartude ofdainesdceoonaniy,the 
pig^ aaay account fir ihat cmnnistance. Tlie eir- 
trane cheapness of potatoes rendered them totally 
HBprofitaUa. Manyhandiedsoftoas are said to have 
jtotfted naiedaemad in the graund; and no one was 
induaad to apecoUfce the next year m an artide by 
which he had ao immediately faefeie Jmuiied a se^ 
lioaalass. Few had ceofi^ and icaohitiob enough 
taftee thedifficnlties that sonwndai tlMm; thepra^ 
paiation made for ipring culture was leas than ^isiiaL 
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HeaYenvkited us with the wettest setuBonever remem- 
bered; and, ai all the populalioii had plenty for the 
present, they delayed sewmg until it was too late, and 
the fanime of last year was the consequence. Do not 
however imagine that we had not.provision enough in 
Ireland to support us. Although most of our oats 
were exported, yet in the interior there still remaii^ 
sufficient for our consumption; but whileihe price of 
oatmeal ^d not exceed IBs, per cwt. (less than half 
its price in 1817), ^^^ capital of the country was «» 
i|(Hnpletely exhausted, that few, evea of the richest 
landlords, could purchase food.&r their suffering 
tenantry. 

I fear I shall have wearied you with this subject'; 
but be&re we send you any details respecting our 
present situation, I felt desirous thatyou should hare 
some idea of the general state of Ireland at the 4ime 
we qpiitted the lowlands. Entering upon our new 
habttation immediately after a year of fionine and 
disease, we certainly first saw the highlanders at 41 
great disadvantage ; neyertfaeless yre i»e quite satia* 
fied with the diange, and, whether the manneirs of 
4he{>eopIeor the beauty of the scenery be conridered, 
we hope to prove to you, that fbe wilds of Cuime^ 
marra aise not the lei»t intesssting portion of greepi 
Erin'side. 

H. 
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LETTER VIII. 

I HATiis mendoned the pernicious system which has 
obtaiiied among the poor of depending on con CLcre 
toft the support of their fiimiUes, but as I do not re- 
member to hare any where seen a. dear expknation of 
that system, I shall endearour to make yon under- 
stand how this business is arranged between the own- 
ers of the soil and tenants of this description. 
' When a piece of knd has Iain in old pasture for 
a certain "number of years, the proprietor is often 
tempted to break it up by the price offered him for 
fimr or five successive crops. His intention is made 
puMic in the neighbourhood, and a gathering takes^ 
I^ace vspcm the spot, generally about Christmas, whenf 
the steward attends to let the land. According to the 
families of thein£viduals, so do they become candi- 
dates ibr one, two, or three ri^^s, oftentimes not 
exe^eSAg the eighth pa^ of an acre; finr whidi, t£ 
the" land be g66d, Siey will pay at the rate of «&8 tir 
^10 per acre for one crop only. When the bargain: 
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18 made the «tew«cd recdr^ from KM. to 29. 6d. euro- 
est monqr, vluch is his perquisite ; and. tho people 
9xe 6N>m that dme allowed to b^in the cultivaljm 
of the sou. Geaecally speakio^ they pare and bum 
the flui&oe, and whea the €priiig is; wet, whkhia often 
the ease with U8» tfaey have great difficulty in ac- 
compHfllung iheir task in time. I should estimaite 
the expenses on a rood of ground as follows : 

£ i. d. 

Earnest money • «* s 6 

Paring, 7 o 

Burning .O 10 O 

PlaDti]^ «...•«««. 4.0 5 Q 

Rent^ seed, and fees 2 5 6 

D]gg^]g and carrying home o lO o 

€4 



The produce may b6 taken «t three tens ofpotatees^ 
worth in cadi, one year mhh atoolJher, abeot £0^ 
80 that diere is nn apparent profit to the tenant of 
£9: but when you consider that the whole quanti^ 
of pro&oe raised "will do no tadfe than suppoit hk 
fionily, and when yon obeerre that between zenty 
earnest money, and se^, the amount of cadi pay- 
ments riequiied is, at least, £9W8.y it will be rig^ 
ta inqnire whence the poor mm can be ^laUed to 
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coOect 8o large a mim, while Ke eau obtain litde or 
no emplojrment. Accofding to the ctuton of the 
coantry, the rent must be paid before any part of 
the crop is removed from die ground; and although 
^8 regulation is not always adhered to, it becomes 
at times « dieadftd eause of distress. A fiunily, 
whose last yearns stock is exhausted, and who have 
nothing to depend upon but what they have again 
Xtised by the sweat of their brow, may be and often 
are, refrised even the slender pittance which would 
support nature, from the store that is dug and pitted, 
until the uttermost penny is discharged; and the 
provision of tfie year is often sold off by auction, or 
taken at a valuation by die landlord, without giving 
the parties more than just time enough to have it 
secured frrom the weather. 

The case however is somewhat different, where, 
eidier from larger capital, orgreaterphydcalstr^igth, 
a sufficient quantity of land can be cultivated to eur 
sure a surplus after providing for the wants of the 
fimily ; then indeed, if the year answers for potatoes, 
that is to say, if potatoes bear a price, the con acre 
rent can be cheerftiUy paid; but it must be observed 
ttiatwheneyer there is a plentiful crop, potatoes rate 
so very 1<kw, at the time the money rent is called 
for, that it is impossible for.th^ poor people to rai^ 
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the warn B«|ti»edy widicrotncfificing^f^ 
a just piopartioii of the crop^ 

Tliose, theif^we, ulio entiycfy dtpend upmi aon 
acTCy and they aMr beoeming mare irainerqiis «vtty 
day, mugt ba «0iiflidared aa rapidly advanehig to- 
wtfdaa fltate of ruin; and^ unleaa a dieak ba givati 
I7 die intftdudtiaii o£ same better system for the 
mawgatteiit of the pooVf or by aaoditar sndtet al- 
teration in the value of money, the voioa of misepf , 
clamorous tor relief, will resound in l^e eara of aU 
who are not deaf to the eomplsiats of the suffering 
poor of Irelaild. 

B^re I leave this subject, I must, however, 
mention, that the othesr crops, which are taken off 
the ground by con^ acre, though paid fi)9 at an. enor- 
mous rate, are not so evidently unprofitable to the 
tenant, aa the potatoe cvop. Perhaps I should rather 
say, that the <^8 of persons who become tenants 
fer a year, for the purpose of growing oat% &c. find 
some advantage in it, because, hAsig g^erally smail 
finrmers who have not a sufficient^uanti^ of manure 
on thenr own ground, they are contented to pay ^ 
whole produce in the shape of rent, Sec. provided 
they get th^ straw by way of pofit. The real wA 
finrer in thia ease, is the pesnan who allows his land 
to be totaOy exhausted by finnr or five sucoassive 
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crops of white con; but as loBg ai the Tosdy money 
is to be had for can acre^ I fear it will be impoadble 
to open the eyes of the landed proprietor. As for 
thettiiddle-men, it is decidedly their interest to con- 
tinue the practiee; as they can throw up thev fiums 
as soon as they cease to be a means of producing 
pKofit raits; audit is seMom wordi the landlorcni 
while to seek a len^y against them fer the hgwy 
he nmy^luve sustained. 

H. 



LETTER IX. 

7EBEUARY, 

Amid the different circumstances attendant on 
ikmtif AS well as on individaai ehaiaoter, it has not, 
I'tfaiBk, been sufficiendy conadered, that mdi all its 
various. pecuKacitieB, its natural advantages, aad 
disadvantages, it every where allows scope for all 
the good qualities incident to human nature* Thk 
snrdy affords strong ground for enoourag^oient is 
every endeavour made for the improvement of a 
people, no less than for that of an indfvidnaL In-- 
stead, therefore, of bewailing the fituhs of the Irieh 
aa incurable, or bewildering ourselves in a vainaeaicli 
after hidden causes, the effects of which are as .dear 
aa the sun at noon«day, we may be comforted with 
the jjasuranee, that they possess the seeds of all the 
opposite virtqes, which only lie dovmaat, until, by 
proper mahagement, they may be caQed forth into 
life and activity. If tli^ are now dirty and indoient, 
itia BtUl oertani they have been endowed by Provi- 
danee with the capacity of becoming b^tli deaft^ 
aadanduatriotoa: if proAiae and iasprovident, it is not 



from any mond umbility of being carefhl and econo- 
mical. Of the justness of this remark, the study of 
human nature (from the general laws of which, the 
Irish sorely are not to be deemed «n unlucky excep- 
tion) woidd be alone sufficient to convince us, eren 
though &cts were not at hand to aflford it ample cor- 
roboration.. 

: Severai instanoes hATeeome to our knowledge, in 
oppontion to that rery prodigality of dispositioii,' 
wUeh has hidierto been considered as a leading cfas* 
nueteiistie of the ntftiyes of this country/ In one ease^ 
ijideed, it approadied the opposite eortreme of aTariee 
and hard deaUitg. Our English fimner had been in 
treaty £<» die puvehase of a conriderable number of 
shel^from a lowlander, notorioasfor his griping di»' 
paeition* After aojw faaid bargainii^, the price 
htiiigat lengA agreed upon, with liberty to pick 
andxliooee^ they set oat together for this purpose* 
Oa artivmg at his hcMKe, they were received with 
grdatihospttali^ by the mistress ; but whcttccHrfbrti 
aWy seated at supper, the son, irbo appears to hKT9 
heea worthy of jmch a »e, broke fcnrth: ^^ Fathfer, 
I, bo^ you. have not been baling.'' The fiilher^s. 
knijfe and fiKskdrc^yped; md^ as. tbe^fingUdumnr 
eiEfxresseddil^hisQUnftUisitolik^^ rff \¥ln^ 
have you eold th^ sheep for 7^ fejoixkeilrtihie yoni^r 
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fanner; aiiduponreceivitig an answer, idded, 
you hare loBt 10s. a-head."^ Tbsa was Ub a stzofce 
of thepalqrto d^ekeeiilrishiDAii, wholiad^fbrmce, 
over^j^ot lu$ i^arik ; he could not s^coyer the shodk 
t}i^ irhole eve^wigj md, the next moxauig, nifibred 
the isheep to be driyen away without having the 
courage to look at them again. 

In othor cases, pmdenee rad economy appear to 
be the happy consequences of the opportunily.liiHr- 
iog been fidrly presented to the poor Irishman of 
bettering his condition. This is in the nalural or- 
der <|f);hing8: i^ is with the prospect of adrancemaot 
and ppgressive imprpvement opening befiire him, 
that 9 man learns to practise sdf-denifd, and si^bmit 
to l}ie privation of pi^sent ease and indulgence, sdiile 
hif eye is fixed upon the fttture icewavd of bis exer- 
tions. What further then is tp be wished, liian 
tla^t such a spirit of industvy should be ngnkted 
)}y right principles, and find sufficient exeraiae for 
its powers in the path of l^riiMte employinwtp 
For this most desirable result we must lode, ifith 
the blessing of Heaven, to the union of mond and 
reli^us e^hication, with the increaring powcvs of 
faviliisation-r-where 

f* Hie centre moved, a eirde straight succeed 
"* AiuHher bCUI, and f tjll aiu»th^ ipf eadt."'— 



ovdeai mid ^MtnmgaM tmn i» «ot tny MoeaMvy 
piiTt cf Ml Irighima'ig duHractiar, ad thtt wliai lie 
m epmdM Us moMy, it is often beeauie be hiw no 
msmm of lagring it out to advantifiey dian the ens. 
torn of booidingy ^ tbe pnietiee of lendnig ont 
small ooino at inteMSt, both 'wbidx «re con u n on 
osMe^nMingow^eiisontry? Wbtn the dei^onble 
Mbm of oovoral banks took phee in 1890, many 
of tbn tenantson tbis estate brought their notes to 
seoeipm a counterogn^ as some soGnrity, from their 
landkcd; and from <me to twenty poinids of savings 
Ibus csne jbobghtiL.: This vas also the ease when» 
five yosirs befim, the Tuam bank &iled ; andgave 
sa groat a dock to: the agricoltural interest, thiongh- 
oMt the eonnties of. Mayo and Galvay. One man 
oame widi £2 whom we remembered to have seen 
b^ggmgfor nteopennyafew weok9bffofe,andoQm* 
j^ainsng that he'was Carved, not having a potatoe 
to fmt iniiisniQttth. 

The 9sn«ral and. aggravated prtasure of distress 
in these trying times, has, indeed, cruelly exhausted 
iheir little stores, but when this is again lightened, 
may we not feel sure that the industrious labourer, 
or mechanic, will recur to his former habits ? When 
the nature and benefit of the Savings Banks are 
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wdl understood, he.wiU, doubdeas, prefier trustuig 
hiseanimgstothem; and no longer be content with 
hoarding, without the advantage of interest; or 
nm the risk of ultimate loss, by lending out hia 
money to his poorer, neighbours.' The succesa <£ 
that afaready established in Casdebar, is a gratifying' 
assurance diat this will be the case; and you willy 
I know^ hear with 4Batia&etion, tfaatf itMH^h it fOmtf 
dates about a twdyeippiith badCf it ha» l4keljf lda«ad ^ 
in the fimds upw/Mids of «$aOQ(^ indqwndently of 
the ^5000 . OKiginaUy advanced by the LMdon 
Tavern Comauttee. 

Were it not, indeed, for the oountenctiMi .«f 
other and un&vouraUe dxciamstanoeB, ^the jpeculiar 
sitqaiion of the Irish peasant would naiusalj^ ope^ 
rate as an in^u^^ement to all that ferethoughty eare^ 
Ailness, and diligence, winch should diatiqguifihtbft 
head of n fiunily, and the owner of some Uttf e pto^ 
perl^; .one who knows and feels he possesses a eeitain 
stake, however. small, in that commonwealtlbi^wAddbi 
he is an important andrespoorifble mendMr. 

A. 
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LETTER X. 



namvAKu 



Drift the Mriftcdiig sU^emeiitg with respect'to poor 
ItAmA^ $bA the mtatj heavy charges which hare 
beta I^Qght i^dnBl the IriA, none has been more 
genend^allowed than the inveterate idleness of the 
people ; and their being content to remain dirtj and 
m&eriUe, radier than make the aertions necessary 
fon bittoixig their condition. Yet this very pomt I 
veBtme to eiA in questicm ; and think I may assure 
yon, frdm oor experience during the last few mcmths, 
that) 80 far from this being the case, ihey are really 
anxioiis fet emphvyment, and wiUtng to work the 
moment they have any prospeet of a certain retuni 
fordifiirlifceur. 

The idea thai ^^ a wh«ia nation are idte, only 
because they can find nothing to do»^ may appear 
absurd ; yet such is, ahnost without exaggeration, 
ibe melancholy £act in Ireland. Of the strange 
anomalous condition of this country, it must, indeed, 
be impossible to convey an adequate idea to any one 



who has not visited it; and even to thoBe who reside 
in it, and would fiun investigate the causes of wfaidi 
they every day witness the effects, it still reBudns a 
mystery,— an enigma. Would it not then be wiae 
to IbUow the plan whidi has been pursued with ao 
much advantage, in the study of natural pfailoso^y ; 
and, instead of venturing too hastily to geneialise 
portioular fiiets, much less to sedc oA Am hiddai 
eaiises^ eogAeet ourselves, for the present, widi dili- 
gentobservalion and inquiry? Our legislators mii^ 
thus be put in possession of a mass of evidanes, oo 
which to bniidtheb eonchisiopawitii credit to dMBu 
selves, and sa&ty to the olgectsof their SKporiinaiti; 
while Pofitioal Eoonomy would he ftecd fioai the 
deuda, Che obscurity^ and die consequent adioBn 
which fiwmeiljr nsted^ in the same degree, on ihe 



Yeu wiU think Ihave wandeiedafut of my depth-^ 
I now return to matters of fiict, and shall endsammr 
to redeem the pledge I have just o£Rerad, fay naieting 
weoqistanGes whsch have passed under my ownsye, 
M prpof of the readiecBs with wfakh the peasaolry 
of this Qountry emfamce every opportumty of em« 
l^iqmMnt dmt is effirod to thenu Te oon&ss the 
honest tmdi, I was as nnieh and as «gieaafa^ snrw 
prised ea yiou oould have been> to find how nsprly 



qm tw» wmm htem p^s^fU in ntldag ap the 
cdioth^s, tlie Mfttenalg rf irUch w«pe laH yaup tup- 
jfted % the hmtberiy kwdnew of the Ea^kb ; snd 
hoiN' widilfteMr 4h^ acquitted AcMselves, as aenp.^ 
wtfftmn^ tbaii coidid faare heen ^aqieoled. They 
wariced laifee and early ; aad it liecme a aaattor «f 
8«i0e 4ififldty to divide the moA between Ae dif* 
fsieot fOBtpetiteia, le tbat as many ae posaUe might 
4btmm a ifaae; for t9 salufy Ae irihole nnmber ef 
i^^^&Bants, ms qute ioiit cf • the fnestion. It ivas, 
vdeedyivHhmingladfaBliaeief parn aipdpfeason, 
tiiat I noticed Ae cheeffiiliiess, the alacrity, that was 
fiir die time ia^sKtad to tfaair looks; and t)ie many 
littte toidl pveamts of eggs, gloTOs of dieir own 
bMmg, &o. &c. wUdh, in gnteAd letum, were 
hmngbt to those who aetsd, upon tiiis oecasiflti, the 
jiteasjng part of agcsts to tl^ distast faeneCaetors. 
Ibey seemed to adc nothing tetter Aan a o^ntipu* 
anee of emidoymani; and many of Aem gave a 
needy assent to an <d«crvation wliieli I was oAm led 
to mabe, that the money thus earned was more 
Yahuddethan tenfcUTste amomitin gfatoitons dona- 
tion. 

The naa&has ance proived Ae .sanie widi mgiiid 
taffiimiia^liiKaiar WQolfen yani) andhnittii^slook. 
ing9« ^6 latter was ^siys oonridered the steple 
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eonmodity 0f Cttimkaam, untile of hrteytttts, 1^ 
depresied state of die markets had ^dcened fiie 
iodustiy of Ae. poor women, and taught them to be 
Gttsfessin the manafiustore. * The mosaent, h6we^6r, 
tbqr were offered a certain, though very small re^ 
mmtenlBon fiir dieir kboiir, they set to work'agaiH,' 
and wfllingiy adopted e^ery hint giren for lSi4it im-*' 
pmvement. Some, it must be allowed^ hsveproved' 
idlen, a» will happtti in every eomramuty^ but in a' 
fiff greater proportion of instances, those who hsf 
under strong suspicions, have turned out realty and 
aelively indoatrious. 

I was particulariy pleased with an instance of ieal<. 
oua industry, in a little girl of eleven years old, who 
beeughtsomestocfciugsto sefiaftwdayssmce. She 
had been hept away from sehod for some months 
by the want of dothes, and, during this tinie^ had 
employed herself, diligently in knitting, with the 
hope of raising a sufficient sum for the pmrhase of 
decent dothing, to enable her to Tesume her pkee 
indiesdiooL 

Is the case the same, you ask, with respect to the 
nmP One ample ftct will, I think, satiafiictori^ 
answer your question. Wh^i the roads were first 
undertaken in this part of the ooontry, it was given 
out, that all who wished it, should be em]doy^ 
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The popiibMfeion i9 so largs^ the nundber sble and 
"wJUing^o wcHrk ao grent, that, after the first ptts- 
iswre of ^wit was oyer» it waa fomid nttsssaiy to a&- 
chide 4ha boys> and Hmit it to those who woe with- 
out my other means of subsbteacei Instances 
w«ie then Imown, of boys standing on stones and 
aoda of turi^ to obyiste any olgection to dieir age 
ftonn the loimesa of their stature. The irath ap* 
peauB to be tfaisu Both men and women willin^y 
engage m any kmd of labour fir winch they are 
aiire^ of beiqg pud; but they . aie natnraily dis^ 
couraged fiK>m yenturing on any speoulatiDnay the 
ftibueof wluehiny<dye8$hem in hopeless nuiL 
..Unfttttiniatdyi they have, this year met with 
apoiAer of those dig^yointmentH, whidi hare sa 
o^kevk aatd so craelly checked the ipirit of industvy 
and improvemmt in Ireland. Owing to delays in 
the retfiittantsea £ram goyemment^ pqrment on the 
roada was'defenfed bum <lay to day. Many a long 
w^ they. w<ire J&spt in lingeoi^ expeetaliotty tin at^ 
length when they received the money it was no knger 
thi^r own. The whole, or needy Ae whole^ was 
eng^gsd to pay for th^ potatoes on which they had 
be^ snhrislaiig through the winter, aadwUcfa they- 
bed !ef eourse purchased at a dia^diiantagci* Thia, 
I U^ p^rtuaded, is dioreasoa oflhek lehictanee t» 



eiifiage in tfae oontrads by wkidi it is iatendei to 
ooiitiiiiie the voad makiiig, instead of all0iriiig:tliem 
to woric by ike day. Tlie promises at first hdd cnt 
of r^ukp employmettt and oertaan pay fell so elNrt 
in their accomplishment, that it might surely nudte 
them look with suspicion on a change which sp^ 
peared still more like a return to the old qrstem. 
By the old system, I would have you understand, 
that of the tenantry working for theit landlords, sb 
a setoff against their rent; or, what is worse and 
worse, doing duty work as one of die conditions set 
polated in their leases. You may conoeiTe how dif- 
ferent an effifict this must produce, from die easy 
independraioe and security of the English labourer, 
whoy generally speaking, finds his work ready to his 
hands ; and who, on the Saturday night, reedves as ' 
his wages the ready money which is to provide for 
himself and his fiunily during the ensuing week. 

I might fiirther mention, as a proof of their capa- 
bility of exertion, that a gentleman in this neigh- 
bourhood, being desffous the other day of making 
a- road to his newly opened quasny for maiMe^ easily 
mustered between sereh or eight hundred men, not 
only among his own tenantry^ but likewise firom the 
snn^tmding villages, who vduntarily engaged them^ 
sdves, on the pmmise of being supplied with thetir 



dafly provisionfl, without any ftffther reoompenoe ; 
and one mile and aquarterof deep Ix^ was actuaUy 
cut through, drained, and gravelled in the course of 
one week. 

A. 
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LETTER XI. 



FEBRUARY. 



Yon inquiTe what use we have made of the £50 re- 
oeiTed, three months ago, from the London Tayem 
Committee, for the encouragement of the woollen 
trade m this part of the country. It would, I as- 
sure you, be a delightM reward of their benevo- 
lence, could they witness the benefits which have al- 
ready resulted from this liberal and timely aid. It 
has enabled us to offer emj^oyment to our female 
peasantry, and Jthoogh the profit which they make 
is very trifling, yet has it prored a sufficient stimu- 
lus to their industry. The women, whom we now 
pass at their cabin doors, or meet on the road, are 
busily engaged in knitting; and even when they 
have business at ^^ the big house^, Aey no longest sit 
in patient idleness, till thar hour of audieiice comes 
r#und, but, with a stocking in their hand, indus- 
tnottdy emjAoy that time which they have now 
learned to vidue. 
Tills capital might «<pially have been turned to 



the eicounigementof the flannd ■umufhcture, both 
the gprnuDg and wesTUig being earned on in the 
cabins, were it not for the present depressed state of 
tbe market, which renders a loss inevitable, unless 
tlie labours of the wfaed and the loom be repaid in 
a very inadequate measure. The common flannel 
of the country, which, when thickmied and dyed, 
fimos^^dreii beih of'dM' nude and female peasants, 
sdls.at the present moment from 8d. to lid. Ae 
y«d. 

Y^uvillsayno osethenotigkttobeiniagB, bnt, 
remiewber, that the family of an Irish peasant, widi.. 
out wages or aiq^IoynieHt, living on the produce e# 
t)ieir &w potMoe beds, must needs fiiMl as raudr 
diffioidty in acraping tisgetfaer a few tenpoimes^ as 
y«ttr.£ii|^hiIabourtir, wlw.reeeives Us wages ev«ry 
Satuiday 'ii%ht, wduld find in coUectbg as many 
pounds.- The- money that the poor women gain by 
tlieir kmttisg, which, with thosfe who devote mosl> 
ti|a«tta it, doea not? exiDeed 1^. per week^ is sequired^ 
for msny diffiereitt uses. The mother looks widia 
leoging eye iqpon- the urtidbs of Enf^h dothiag' 
wti}0b!Are.bitog around our hall ofaudience^-^bQit 
she is held in^ suspense by th^ roU of flanaid so tciuch 
needed >by her half-naked little oneft*««or periH^ 
dmyiiig beniett^botli the one aod the other die car- 



li^4ef c«#^ 1^ 1»l^a die moii^ itiicd^ ta rede^Mi 
1|^ cow (^ h#r slpi^fp, ^hich li4» hpca» flMcd l^ tbe/ 
Q^^tpr oi^pul^lip inQQ^y. Thj^ pajrio^iit i^rent and 

Mr^KS)^ ^lapborwi^t ifi BO mo^istwi, wd m- unequdly 
^itI^Mk Ae;gm% ^«ili^c«ftlhfthu9bwdor irifty 

I have often wished that some of our Ei^lidt 
i^A99ds q^idd. ^ BKfMi^t «l 9Nje gfirtwday's k^ee. 
Tbft b^&^liW^u^C^fl^lftt.iproiadbecpUiidi^ 
|gt^ a$ th? figbt Qf ^649 P90C wosaw xep»ivk|0 
^^. Fi<Sll.<if ^ic i94iuti7) t^ith^r m n^mey oi Gk>dte0» 
f^ w;|th i9ii])^ate4 Qowteomcea and lively gtaHUM, 
i;ejtu^:piiag» ii^ tjk^ fbreiga idioio, w«U meiited Ueni- 
IpgB on their dis^oA bencffactoissu Tbfiir cukimIj 
t^ would be gratified by an examination of tbedraw 
fo4 mi^miers <^a claims of peafimt^ differing so mth 

l^4^y fofm a^y irluch,ace to be met with in thokr 

q-^ Qountry. 
Siiph.a9 ane thjfriying in H^ worlds and inclined to 

l)^gtQW a. fittte oare upo^ theii: personal appeanwo^ 
^ ^yld come, bipfore you in a ooptume) so pictoies^pie 

in ip^ apd so well adapted to. the mailable dunate 

^. IrfjtiBds that spansely, im^p altantmi can b^.de** 
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mni, TKeir' caasktry flttrnd, llii^ened with oatc 
iReal) and dyed wkh madder, a process wUeh takes 
{ibce al hoatie, fi«ms sa good and sabstantial a petti'- 
ceat, of a brigkt red colour, set in fbll plaits round 
the waist, that ks warmth might weS defy even the 
rudest of our western breeses. The gown, which 
kr open before, with short sleeves, and .a Kned bo- 
dtccy is of the same material, bnt generally of a diot- 
ccdate farown colour. If an under-garment of Hnm, 
att: unUeached Hnen apioti, which is not very com- 
mna it must be conftssed, md a coloured cotton 
neekerdnef be added, with a large Mu6 or graydoak 
thrown across the shonMsrs, you have as respect- 
able a figure as can be wished fer in the fore-ground 
of esnr momrtaitt scenery. If unmairied, het glossy 
hkekor anbumhairwBl be turned ina veiybecom- 
ii^ madcmna^Iike styte behind her eM*s, and fastened 
wjth a large black pin; if married, you have bnt 
little chance of semg it Neatly kept, and therefe)^ 
itisas weH that it diouM be concealed beneath a 
HnenF cap. I see that, regardless of my commendki- 
tifrnvf youi' eye is^ flieed with surprise and disgust 
upcm-har ndted feet; but I pray ydu to remeraMar, 
that she must traverse many a bog, and cross many 
a moiuitain stream,, before she can reac^ her lowly 
eabnir; sndshoes and stockings^ if die had thesfi,; 

f2 



would only prove an enciunbianoe. . Indeed, I will 
can^dly confess, that my eye is so much accuatomed 
to the absence of these same shoes and siDckingSy and 
I am so well convinced of the disproportion that ex- 
ists between the comfort they yield and the expense 
they occasion, that I should be very willing to enter 
intp a compromise, and, if the rest of the waxdrobe 
were in good order, aUow the shoes and stockings to 
be laid by for Sundays and holidays. The men, 
whose labour in the fields makes such a defence ab- 
solutely necessary, are scarcely ever seen without 
them.; while by the children they are as seldom worn. 
If such is the appearance of one of the best of our 
countrywomen, you. may easily- conceive the dbange 
wUch neghgenoe and poverty gi«dually produce. 
No linen at all is worn by the poor creature ; her 
bright red petticoat becomes dingy and ragged, 
her gown hangs in strips, the neckerchief, if she 
have one, is so dirty that its colours are undistin-* 
guishable, and the cap bears no appearance of ever 
having been bleached. In vjun. you look lor the 
gude gray doak— across her shoulders is thrown a 
sqoare wrapper* of flannel or cotton, or perhaps an 

* This wrapper appears to have taken the place of the 
mantle so satirically discussed by Spenser; at least, it bean 
a greater resemblance to it than the Ing coal, drawn clofriy 
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<iid cotton gown, borrowed for the occasion, and 
fixraui^ a drapery peculiar, I fancy, to this country, 
bfut neither becoming, nor picturesque ; or if the 
weather be rather cold, the dirty blanket is taken 
from the bed, and drawn closely round both her head 
and shoulders. ' 

Alai^ ! alas ! that the last portrait should be the 
most common! Yet how can it be otherwise when 

round the neck, with the loose sleeves folded across tbe 
bosom, which we occasionally see used. as a substitute. 
Spenser^s ayersion to this mantle is indeed so yiolent that he 
will not derive its use from the Spaniards; lest, perhaps, it 
dboold claim relationship with the cloak which formed part 
of'tke dress of the gayest kn^ts in Gloriana's Court, but 
pefott* in re&stmg it to the Scythians, from Which distant 
and barbarous nation he labours to prove our original de« 
scent. 

** It is," he says, ** a fit house for an outlaw, a meet bed for 
a rebel, and an apt doke for a thiefe. First, the outlaw being 
for his many crimes and villanyes banished from the townes 
and houses of honest men, and wandering in waste places far 
frOKi danger of law, maketh his mantle his house, and under 
it coiresetfa himself from the wrath of Heaven, from the of^ 
fence of the earth, and from die s^t of men; When it 
raineth, it is his pent-house; when it bloweth, it is his tent ; 
when k freezeth, it is his tabernacle.' In summer he can 
wear it loose; in winter he can wrap it close; at all times he 
can use it, never heavy, never cumbersome. Likewise for W 
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the necessaries of life are {Hrec^ur^ with so muich 
difficulty ; when the 8a4 prospect of fii^dine and dis- 
tress is but too frequently bpfore their eyejs, how osa 
we expect that the oftmforts, or the luxuries t>f lifi^ 
diould claim any portion of their care? ' We'lunre, 
however, the satisfaction of observing a grai^uil fan 
provement in thp peasant around us: — nay/flir- 
ther, we observe the change wrought by the prnfiti 
of a few weeks' industry ; and thus we receive a 

rebel it ^ as genriceable. La^y for 

a thiefiB it is |ek) handspm^ aa it may seem it waa at first invent- 
ed for him^ for under It he may cleanly convey any fit pillage 
th^t comm^li handsomely in his way ; and when he goeth 
abroad in the night in freetaooting, it is his best and tanest 
irieiid ; for g^ing* as they often f|o, two 09 tfatae nigfafes tor 
gether to wf^tph fyr their bQOly» with that they etai prettity 
shroud themselves under a bush or a bank-side till they may 
conveniently do their errand ; and when ail is over, he can, in 
his mantle, pass through any town or company, being doso 
hooded oyer his head, as he useth^ frojn knowledge ckf any to 
whom he is endangered. Besides this, he or any man else thai 
is dispqsed to mischi^ or vQlanye may, under hia mantle, go 
privity armed without suspicion of any, carry hit headf^iiaeev 
his skean, or pbtol, if he please to he alwayes in readiaew. 
O i evill minded man," exclaims his auditor, ^ that having 
reckoned up so many ui^ of a mantle, will yel wish it to be 
abftndoned I Sure, I think, Diogenes' dish did never serve 
his master fof more turns than « mantle doth an Irishman 1^ 



pledge, thftt, as these oomfinrts are brought more re- 
gularly and constantly within their reach, the want 
of cleanliness, which now forms but too prominent a 
part of the national character, will disappear. It is 
a folly to expect that the reformation of a whole na- 
tion can take jdaoe suddenly. Put the Irish peasants 
upon a level with the English — give them the same 
o|yportunities of eahiing certain Wages — ^release th^m 
from their de^dehce Upon the ckpfice of landlords, 
tod thfe tfi^toay of nJidffle-men— pkce #ithin their 
reteH the toti^om of Whith they are at ^esebt des- 
titute, but do not ^ip^ct td find, iihihediatfely, in 
theift the same Economy and neatness, the sami^ 
unwearied industry andsteady independence of mind, 
#M(9i ehatHtiterbe the English labourer. Cim the 
Ethiojlian change his skih ? of the leojiiird his spots? 
Can the habits which h^Ve beetl the growth of cen- 
luries be oyetcbme ill a day? 

B. 
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LETTER XII. 



FEBBtTAmr. 



I CANNOT agree with your strictures on the uationri 
character of the Irish. Yqu are too severe^Hioo 
much inclined, with nine-tenths of the popuUtion o^ 
England, to ridicule our yirtues, and throw >a deeper 
shade upon our vices than you would feel justj£^ 
in doing, were you to become acquainted with ua, 
on our native soil. 

In no country of E\ux>pe is them^tioiial character 
marked by stronger and less v^uriable traits ikm 
in Ireland : there ought, therefore, ^ be little roo&i 
for dispute on the subject. To the eye of a stningepr^ 
the national physiognomy appears most strikingly 
to pervade all classes ; and a singular degree of re- 
semblance is often remarked between the lowest 
of the sons of Erin and some of the nobles of the 
land. Without following Lavater into the fanciful 
regions of theory, we may surely ascribe this simili- 
tude to the same cause that produces a similarity in 
passions and pursuits. Not a virtue is to be found 
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IB the higher ranks, among those to whom yoa 
rightly attribute a peculiar fiwdnation of character^ 
which has not its counterpart in the meanest of our 
mountain calnns ; And not & vice is to be met with, 
in the ragged dress of the peasant which may not 
abo be dJiK^overed under the embroidered robes of the 
wealthy. The vices of the rich are not safe topics 
of discussion; and to hold the mirror of truth before 
tlieir ^es, is a dangerous task : yet in candour it 
vmtit be allowed, that when a vice or folly is com- 
monto all classes, the greater share of blame is due 
to tho^ who have all the power and influence in their 
own liands. 

There is, however, another light in which the 
fikrites of the poor Irish may be viewed, and which 
may,' perhaps, hel^ to extenuate them in your eyes 
mdre than any recrimination on their superiors. It is 
the connexio& which they bear to their virtues. The 
afinities of good and evil have frequently been the 
sidgect of interesting speculation among metaphy- 
sicians and moral philosophers; but nowhere are 
they more strikingly displayed than in the Irish 
character. 

Take, for exaiiiple, their indolence (their invetc^ 
rate lasiness, as it has been most ungustly called), 
wMdl has so long beeil the olgect of unsparing in- > 



rms&re from tlieir ebemiiCH. I will not ddfinid Ada 
againBt the duuge ; mat wH I at|»inpt to trace back 
tlie CMiae to that \raiit Cxf integrity afiibng their fea^ 
dAl loids) which has too often deprired diem of the 
juat rewaid of their kbour. ^^ They have sowed, 
while another has reaped ; they h&ve planted, while 
another has gathered the increaae.'^-^But I harend 
deffire t6 raise a homet^a nest about me. Idle they 
must be allowed to be ; but, tell me, were it not fixr 
dos indolonee, wwld the sword of febeUion ever 
find iis^Bcabba^ ? The ancpesnre tribes of whiter 
boys, thrashers^ aiid. riband-men, M yott with bar-* 
ror and dismay ; but could you witness the common, 
every-day sufferings of otir pocnr; eonld you etaniine 
tke state of then* dwellii^B, ferming a strange m^ 
kmcholy contrast with the luxuries of thcnr rich« 
Beighbours ; you would express aetonidimeBt at thifif 
patience with which privatioiis of eveiy k^d are 
borne, rather than wcmder that tiK suflferers i&ould 
em&race any dunce, howem deqpemte, that opens 
to them ihe preepeet of rdieC 

In this view of the cfl»e, their hiMtiiat stqiinea^ 
may be ahnost regarded as a boon from HesnrM, 
Unntii^the edgeof sofeiing, which might otherwise 
prore too acute §oi bmnlBi nMure to support. Cif-- 
cumstaHcea, it is to hi hoj^, irill soon tendeif thitf 
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boon lumocesBary ; fund when thoyan no longtr 
callod upon to hew hunger, eold, end dieeese^ with 
dwtnmepimngjMtieiioeirhich ezdled your edmbrs^ 
taon laet yeer, w& may hope to see then in poeeee« 
man ci thoee comforts which it only requiite a little 
industry on their part to obtab. 

^^ Sore it was too nnich trouUe cntfarely)^ leoon- 
files them to the smoke that darkens their hide 
oalnn^ and the rain that patters throug)i the un« 
thatched roof; and the same Ibeling inoHnes them 
to lie down and die, when Providence has blasted 
dieif petatoe crop, and deprived them of die fi^t 
«f theb labours. Hard as was the task, it was some^ 
times neoessaiy to reftise that relief which could 
net be extended to all in ftdl proportion to their 
wants ; but never was the refhsal met by a murmttr 
or a repcoadi. On one such occasioB, ^^ God help 
us I"* was the answer of the poor man, with an esb- 
pressive moveasait of hisdiouldcn, *^ God hdp ue, 
then, fiur if your Honoar can do nothing for US) them 
is no one that oan.^ There is something peeiiliariy 
tesidung in tins stdbmissive patience; and damorbtts 
and reiterated supplication is much more easily isu 
pulsed, than die ^ God fakm yon. Sue it cftftH bs 
helped thenr 

There is one ftmily in this ncigUMiiarheod, who 
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appear to me iiK»e:pavdeu]aii7 the victbos of "Ms 
want of aMTgy, this Tiee of content, if I may use so 
bold an expreasioii. The man is a sairyer ; his a^- 
T««C8 of rent have been once afaeady spunged out, 
and he has now his '^ litde bit of land,^ besides 
other indttlg^oes; yetfaeisagain involved; and his 
family one of llie poorest and most distressed on 
the estate. That somednng is wrong n very cleat ; 
yet) while both husband and wife axe«ober, respect-: 
able people, and willing to work, it is difficult to 
know where to cast die blame. 

I w«at yesterday to see the woman, who has been 
lately ocKofined of her seventh child. I found her in 
what you wouldcaQ the lowest ebb of distress ; but' 
stQl she uttered no cora^daint; and the prevailing 
eipression of her cooatenanoe was contentment, even 
to a sticking degree. Her cabin was without a win- 
dcnr, the holes in the floor were $)led with ndn wa- 
ter, and. of the two opposite doors one was open to 
give light to the room, the other, off its hinged, 
rested agaioAt the .fiaraicwork, and but portiaMy pr^o^ 
teded the woman fiom the effects of a diorough 
draught of air. It was impossible not to recollect 
the oom&rts with, which even the meanest of your 
English cottagers are surrounded at this tryii^ Hko^ 
ment, and to compare diem with die privadons en- 
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doied, unoomphimngly, by dug poor creatuve. Her 
scanty bed of straw was ^qiread upon the damp floor: 
a fingle blanket her only covering, while her head 
was literaUy supported by a Uoek of wood. Yet she 
aaked tat nothing; and her eyes gfistened with tears 
of ;gratitude, wldle she thanked us, with a proftision 
of bksiiBgs, for the tzifling aasntanoe she had re* 
ceived. ^^ Indeed, then, I was loth to be troabGx^ 
your Honour, after all you have dene for me and 
mine,^ was her reply, when I reproved her for not 
having sooner apprized us of her illness. 

ItisimpossiUenot to feel that the supineness 
of this woman, when she is in health, and her pa-* 
tienoeiuflkdmess^spruig from the same cause. If she 
were of an active and industrious t^aper, inclined tio- 
make the best of every thing, vrbieb her little caMir 
affesded, she would berestless and uneasy under her 
present privatioiis ; and that very uneaamess would 
I^ a spur to her industry ; finr, remanber, I am not 
so unreasonable as to expect exertion firom any one, 
Enkglish.or Irish, without a correspondii^ motive. 
Man is an indolent animal; and some stimulus is 
required to conquer the vw inerHm of his constitu- 
tion. . That sndi a stimulus is found, by our pea^ 
santry, in a.ready and certain remuneration of thar 
labour, we have latdy had very good .reason to be- 
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Uert ; and H«aven grant that it may, ia fiiture, be 
«b»e gseaaraUy seemed to them. 

I fm afimid you will form no very &¥oiirable opi* 
mm of thk pcNMr fnssad af mine^ unleBs I ghre j<ni 
aome fivethesr ina^i;^ into hex character. Early in 
the disaatrous season, last yeav, before the bonntiAd 
supplies from England had giren the peo^ r^Kso» 
ta hope for assistance, this fitmily was accidentaQy 
diseoYered in a state very nearly approaefaing to 
ettarralion. The mother, £iikituig &om extreme ex- 
haustion, was supported in the arms of her husband, 
who had been three dayaabtoat from home, inquir- 
ing, in vain, in the countiy,.&ir work: th^ six little 
ones, destitute of food, were standing round; and I 
afterwarda heasd from their nearest neighbour, a 
man in better circumstanees, whe had often assisled 
timB. in their distress, that these children^ if they 
happ<med to come into his house while his famUy 
wexe at their meals^ would never, though in actual 
want of food,, ask for a morsd, until it waa offisred 
them. Sujch were Ae pxineiples of honesty they had 
kmmed £rom their parents ! I shall not easily foi^t 
the expiession in the poor woman^s countmanoe,. 
afiar she had seen her libde ones dressedl in the 
olothea provided for them by English benevolettce. 
I hi^ipened, unobserved, to see her, after she had' 



left the house, kneeling down in the jMth, her chil- 
dren in each hand, her eyes raised to heaven, praying 
aloud. Are not such the prayers which rise like in- 
cense to heaven ? Are not such the prayers which 
fiill hack in blessings on the heads of those for whom 
they are offisred ? 

B. 



aa 



LETTER XIII. 



FEB&UAKT. 



Laugh at me as you may, I cannot but think that 
there is, among the lower orders of Irish, a de- 
licacy of feeling which is not generally to be mefc 
with in the same rank in England. It is notr-nift 
cannot be refinement ; for, on that point, we dare 
not enter into riyalship with you ; but if it be not 
refinement, it certainly very much resembles it, and 
produces the same effect upon the manners. Thoce 
is a laughing, blushing modesty about the young wo^ 
men, which is pleasing from its very ardessness ; and 
which, in the upper ranks, affi^station often seeks in 
vain to imitate. There is, too, a degree of decency, 
a pwsonal reserve, which I have never met with in 
the English peasant If they come to ask teat me^ 
dicine, their symptoms are detailed in a whiqper, 
'and are eiplained in terms as little offensive as poa- 
siUe. When they desire to buy one of the under 
garments provided by the kindness of our Tgn gliA 
friends, it must not be exaamied in piesence of any 



of the other sex, or, if that eatmot be aroided, they 
turn their back, taking care to hold the obnoxioua 
lurticle so as to be least observed. All this will ap- 
pear 8urprisii^9 because you will have conoeived» 
from the way in which many of these poor creatures 
are obliged to hve, that the decencies of life were 
ahnost forgotten: Two or three families huddled 
together, in ohe small cafahi, with nigs barely suffi- 
cient to cover them, and with many of the children 
aiblaally naked, appear to be placed in circumstances 
less propitious than any other to the cultivation of 
j^fersonal reserve ; but however enigmatical this part 
of the national character may appear, could you be 
pieifsuaded to visit ns among our native mountains,' 
yeo would soon become convinced of its real exists 
enoe. 

A pretty young giri of sixteen came to me thiii 
^ening, who might well have had her portrait taken 
as *-^ the blttsbing bride"". She had stockings to sdl^ 
afid entered the room with that downcast gravity 
so becoming a bride elect* She looked neither ta 
the t^ht hand nor to ^ left; and seemed eim-k 
sdMMis that (Aid was an dbgect of kindly ridicole to her 
cMttpmions/ I fancied diat her dress was neatei^ 
and vaxteisoigni^ than usuid, and her Made haiir^ 
B^wmm, ts fae eonceabd beneath a mitrottljr cap, wp^ 
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peaied more thaneomawnly glOBqr. When I adted 
her name, a sly laugh wu heard round the room^ 
and the low tones of her aBswicr w^oelost amid the 
general cry of ^^ Pc^ggy Keene's her naae^ but its 
not loi^ that it will be so.^ This produeed a most 
becoming confusion in my htashipg djunsd. Her 
head fell on one side, and she oast her black qres to 
the ground with siaoh an air of timid distvess that I 
should really have pkied her, but for the smile which 
I observed lurking on her lips. I bought her stock- 
ings, gave her a little good advice, and agieat meny 
good wishes, inquiring at the same time what name 
die i^ad chosen in exchimge &r herown. Oh! then 
it was that the maidenly bknh en heir ched^ incoMii- 
ed ia adeeper ciimsoa ; and the penoe weere edOed 
round and round in the palm of her hand, while iac 
hesitating tongue with difficulty pronoiinced the 
name of the favoured swain. Upon inqniikig th$ 
character of the young man, I addressed myself to « 
girl who was hecadf dxmt tabe msmed; axNi one 
poetic answer which she gave in the course of our eouh 
versation struck me as equally duuracteristic of the 
national iove of imagery, and passionate warmth 'of 
feeling. '<Agoodhn8band\Ihad8aid,''isagrcal 
Uesaing.^ Could theie be a more trite omnnwf 
pbceP Hww different herrq^.! ^'Itiaafakaat 
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I «fteifwAr ftund tliafc Ae muritgr had fce«i 
delayed lor auiqr^vedttlinr wan^ of tbigwaea and a 
katf denaadied by die pdssl. And if dwre ia aa 
much diffifldlf in mMngtiia fiiat suaa, what natfe 
means of- fiituie subsistence? Have you any pota- 
toes ? hare you any turf? have you even a cabin to 
go to ? No, no, no, to all these questions. They 
were to Hve with his brother, and to be supported by 
him, in return for the man^s labour; which, during 
the winter m<mths, can be worth very little. They 
intended to set their own bit of land in the spring, 
and get a caUn of their own by the time the crop 
was ready ! To all my sage remonstrances, she only 
answered, ^^ Sure, and it^s no more than any girl in 
the country would do.^ 

This is, I think, an example of improvident mar- 
riages quite as striking as any to be met with in 
En^and. In the neighbourhood of London, I have 
known a young man marry with no other means of 
support than his daily labour, and at the end of a few 
weeks, being thrown out of his employment, I have 
known him apply for and obtain a weekly allowance 
from the parish. I shall leave it to wiser heads to 
determine in which case the effect of such impru- 

G 2 
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dence is most detrimental to the geneaal interests of 
the community. There can be little doubt, I think, 
as &r as regards the mdiyidual, whether a reliance 
on the provision legally allotted to the pauper, or 
die patriarchal dependence on the assistance of near 
kindred, is most injurioua to the character. 

B. 
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LETTEB XIV. 

RBEUABT. 

A sTSAKeEs made his appeanmoe here yesteidaj^ 
^^ imbicT, but I will not say, ** miblest^, for itnmgera 
are always welcome. They bring us news 60m the 
lowlands, and keep up our connexion with the world 
beyond the mountains ; they flatter us by admiring 
the magnificence of our scenery, and yet prevent our 
fimcying ourselves the only people of importance in 
the empire. They give a zest and spirit to our so. 
dety, of which you, who move in so different a 
sphere, can form very little idea. We have none of 
the dull, monotoiM>us round of comm<m-place mc^ 
qoaintance ; who, with calculating politeness, indulge 
you with a morning call once a fortnight, and an 
evening card once a month; 

And would they know if you're alive or dead. 
They bid the footman put it in their head. 

From the ennui of all such visitcnrs we are fiff 
removed. Ours are of a diftrent cast; gathered 



from every rank and class, they come with all the 
peculiarities of their character, in fine relief; all the 
angles sharp and salient; and entering as single 
strangers into a family circle, none of these finer 
touches of natun^ls chisel are worn away by an at- 
tempt to give too high a polish to the suifiice. We 
have tourists, scientific, picturesque, and commer- 
cnd; oiiieraiBi^stB, who dimb the very mpw— 4^^ ijf 
nir SsmbBt motuitainfl^ tnerely to discdver whetber 
dity «nl of qnartz^ gkatiite, 6r limestime; engineen^ 
Vho biriM tnt^ges and qaays, wid&eut may inqofay 
avUplotuvesqne efibct, and layoutooriiewiMdsw 
levid as possiUe, ivgardiera of the beaoiaes wfateh ^ 
rise, or » torn, would di8i^0e>; geniincn of a non* 
dcBcript tpteries, mwdy fr«m Eng^d, fiiH of poetty 
and ranance, who >eiqieol to find o«r ^' tmsepliisit- 
isatad uiountaiiieers in all l^e aftkes cioDaplieiiy <f 
nature^; and whd ave w^Heonftentto mmdeac on the 
imdk, or paM the wh<de day an a botft on the Uke 
danjgiitog afisfaing vod. W^e ham 43m men of busii- 
ness too, who think little *of locbi or mmoiiaiifts^ Mtt 
congratulate us on the general improvement of the 
country ; tell us that our flax is poor, but our pota- 
toes hearty; and calculate how many tons of hay 
w« Adl iftakd in itfur ikiaadow. 
Ijast we^ )we 4iad ian Ovangamaii, <or kmhat « 



fyutphi mill, bol fiom Dobfin, who abused the poor 
GoAfllicd with all die videnoaofperMmal animonty. 
^^ Th^ aicf Tillahifl, my dear madam, all ▼iUainSk 
jrou may rely upon it--Hmd if you lot thorn in at the 
window, they wiU soon turn yoo oat at die door.^ 
No repartee, however witty, afforded him half ao 
much amnaemoit as one of the doll stale jdces, 
whidi he called good stories against the pifests; and 
he nibbed his spectacles, and looked as sealoos as 
any holy inquisitor, when he proposed tranquilliaing 
iToland by the banishment of all the priests, and 
two«>tibiids of the popolation. ^^ There must be 
fightiaD^ befine tkat^s done,'*' said one who stood by. 
^^ To be smre,"" he answered with all die g^ of a 
ertisader; ** to be sure ; I know there must^ That 
such a msn, who is so indiscreet as not to in^liie 
whelher his itiditors are catholic or protestant, 
should be sufiered to walk unmolested oVer die hills 
of Ounnemarra is a very good proof of the progress 
of civilisation in this little comer, where, half a ceoi- 
tory ago, there was little othw law than the law of 
the strongest. 

Now, after bang wanned into indignation at di^ 
intdaniit bigotry of such a eharacter, think what m 
relief it was to find ourselves in company with a li- 
beral catholic, atkf to fisel that the cfaaritics of life 
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need not beextinguished, becaoseire diffisr bom the 
creed of our nei^boiur. Such im one vas cm ye^ 
lierday^fi guest. One of the inspec^tors from ^^ The 
Etldare Street Sodety for prompting the Educitti^ 
of the Poor^, hearing by accident of the gkr^ scho^ 
vhich is established here, he called to see it^ and 
gave us an opportmiity of understanding fiilly thot 
views and prindples of the society. Tb^ profess 
to be upon the liberal plan of caducating the fo^m 
without any interferenee with their religioua ofH- 
nions; but whether the standi]^ rule, that every 
fldiod in their connexion must place the Scripturee 
in the hands of the children, is not as amtrmy to 
iJiift princifde as it is to tl^ practke of the Bomidi 
church, seems to me very doiditfol. That the fiibk 
is to be read, ^^ without note or comment verbal or 
pral,^ appears but a still wider dqwrture from tbe 
principles of the Roman catholic church. 

The very different situation in which the En^di 
and Iridi poor are placed, makes a line of eondnct 
commendable, and, indeed, necessary here, whidat 
would be cowardly and dangerous with you. In Ire* 
land, the protestants, gen«»Ily speaking, are oalled 
upon to educate their catholic dependanta. Are they 
to do it in ihe true spirit of Christian benevolence^ 
by enlif^teniiig their underatttndinip, and ineiAcalh 
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iaig tkeee piHidples of moralily and tdigiott, whidi 
are cmmdms to botih ptfties ? or aie thqr to vklsto 
liie plain Actates of juatice, and aitrench on the 
natural bounds of paMntal authority, makhig uae of 
liM^ pow«r, as landBords, in compdling the tenants 
to samfice to temporal interest what thej beliefre to 
be the spiittoal wd&re of their children ? 

We heard the other day from a protestant, of ^^ a 
most excellent and wordiy man*^, who had four 
adiools in different parts of his large estates ; and 
who, with a seal certainly contrary to knowledge, in- 
sisted on the.attendance of the diSdren. Fourcoft- 
staUes, dressed as livery servants, were aocastomed 
to go^ every morning, to the schodb— take the names 
ef the dUklren who were absatt without leave»--pro- 
ceed to the calnn of the parents, and threatai to 
sdze the cattle, if the rent were not immediatdy 
paid. As the tenants were all in arrears, the lancU 
lord had the reins completely in his own hands. 
^ And dunk you,"" I asked, '' that the strong feeL 
in^ of resentment and indignation thus excited in 
the breasts of the parents, towards the protestant 
clergy and protestant kndbrds, axe cowitezbalanced 
by any benefit which the children derive from a 
foveed education?^ Of the injustioe of such pro* 
eeedmgs Aare can be no doubt«-«of their impcdicy^ 
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m^litde. The wcuse aSmd mm, dui* the^NiBmto 
vtte, in faxtj denrow that tbmr childieii AmUL $A» 
tend the schook, but warn detencd ham sending 
them hy tiMnr fear of the priert ; and dn may, im* 
deed, be portiaUy true; but it is more probaUe that 
desiioiis of {nresenring die fiivonr of an aU-powerfol 
hindlord, they are in this, as in so amiy odier »« 
stanees, tonpted to have Tecoorse to deoebM cun- 
aii^, irlndi is ever the ireapon of the weakest. 

The Komnn catholic &ith is, in Ctmnenana^ so 
pndsnmmi, that nopiotestsntsaie to be met vidi, 
eioept in the ftmilies of the two or three resideBt 
gentlemen, and some of dieir immediate de^ndantt, 
as ftrm serrants, aaeehanics, &c. On this estate, I 
do not soppose that a sin^e prolestant was to be 
finmd, till widiin die last seven years. Of ooiine, 
the ehildfaren who attend the school, with scarcely an 
execptioii, wee ci^holics ; yet, although the mistress 
is a protestant, and it is in the handsof a protestaat 
hiadlord, it has foe^ estaUished these Aie yeirs, 
with very little Oj^position from liie paruh priest. 
Indeed, I csanot help thinking that if a daemiztuie 
of Armness mA toleration were at flS lanes shewn, 
we should not so often hear of those acts of violence 
fdiich ttUBt alfte disgraee the profoMors of all reii« 
gions. f n some places, t have heard of the priest 



iiifliiHfai^''c6i jiunu pUBisliiiMMitMi thiMe cJiUdNii iriM 
attended the seliook, in jtofitnee of his wiokmty; 
naoA Ae trenmdoiis acntcnee of exoommmientkyn k 
tlMi Areat oommonly held out to the parcttts : ^* the 
Teiy gromid whereon he treads is cimed.^ Wfaeie 
a spirit of pcoselytism exists anMMig the inotestsnti^ 
and where odttrefsionB ste^dbecdyiMr indirectly, «!«• 
tempted, a priest, who acts ficm eonsrienticfQB in<^ 
ti^s, must cerininly tauatt himself to prevent Ae 
attendaoiceof the^diildven; and tins he wiQiof course 
endeavonr to xika, eMier by seeret persuasion or 
open Tiolenoe, aeboi^g to the bent of his. own dm^ 
raeier and temper. In other cases, liie oppositto 
of the paridi priest is, I betieve not mufirequently, 
c w Ai ttty to his own indinatkiMi, in eonseqoenee of 
the ptvsmyiAory orders of his birfiop ; who, in oase 
of dtsobedksioe, is one of them said, ^* has powcv to 
ooManaad me to the deserts of Afiriea, oir the wilds 
of jAMerisa, f dr the leraakider of my days."^ 

Jkn ittsts(iioe<of this HoA was neflationed to us the 
cither day>,by a dergyman, who some years ago heM 
a ouncy in one of the nMh^ti eounliies of Oon- 
naught. He was <m very fiimidfy'tems with die 
priMt, who, neveidieless, was desired -by his bishop 
sMimmjaif la appose thte scbasl ^taHishod by the 
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{KTc^e^ta&ts* This onder he obeyed, by occagiQiially 
fiilmintiiig the thunders of the church against the 
unfortunate little sdipLirs, giving hoveyer a pre* 
vious friendly notice to the clergyman; ^^ I am go- 
ing to curse the children to-morrow, but just never 
mind it a bit; go on your ownway^and, after ftday 
or two, they will all come to school again.^ 

The good understanding which occasionally 
subsists between the protestant clergyman and the 
parish priest, sometimes indeed gives rise to 8cenf0 
as curious, and more ludicrous, than any which ape 
caused by their diss^ition. About half a century 
ago, a pretty little church was built within some 
miles of this, in a village which the proprietor was 
desirous of converting into a flounshing town, con- 
oected with the linen trade. There were not m<ne 
than two or three protestants in the place, yet it was 
desbable that a perpetual curacy should be esta* 
hlished; and very dewable, that the salary should 
be obtained firom the Board of First Fruits. Am a 
preliminary step, commissioners were sent to ascer- 
tain the number of the protestant congregati<Hei. 
Timely notice was given to the clergyman, who, in 
this cruel dilemma, appKed for advice and asfdstanee 
to his friend the priest Nor did he fuppLy ha vaiffu 
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On the Sunday previouA to that fixed for the riot 
iSfthe commissioners (which, according to the rules 
6f the Board, ought to have been left uncertain), the 
priest gave notice^ after mass, that his fiiend the 
curate was desirous of securing the attendance of a 
good congregation in the protestant chapel, on the 
ensuing Sunday ; that he gave permission to any of 
his flock to go ; and to facilitate their doing it, would 
cdebrate mass an hour earlier than usual. This was- 
done. The commissioner's carriage appeared on the 
Ull — ^the priest, followed by many of his congrega- 
tion, immediately went into the church— « very re- 
Upectable congregation was formed — the commis- 
sioners were satisfied, and the salary granted. 

I will not absolutely vouch for the truth of this 
Story, which is said to have happened before my lime. 
The report is certainly commonly received in the 
country ; the perpetual curacy remains to this day; 
and the protestant coi^regation does not, even now, 
exceed three or four persons. 

To return to the sulgect of schools. A socisty 
has been lately formed, for the express purpose of 
estabfishing schools, in which the Irish language is 
to be taught. It is supposed that the Bible will be 
ierare acceptable and more iattdUgible to the poor. 



9* 

in thaif ntA^Yt tongue, fhiui i^^t^p can b0 i|i £i||^i8l& 
Bat the i^tyof fiucb « sidietoMeieilis qpieslioBAbl^ 
It is true that numy of tho foof iitltds eomitoy, ki 
the westm ptoTinee eepeciidl)^ e9e'Ptmi|0«» 1» the 
Englidik huB^uage ; and that mattjr others^ who are 
partially acquainted with it^ are yet miidi inofe 
at Inmievheii ct«¥er«^ in Irish; hot, the £99* 
Uih appears' ^adually to be gatniiig groimd : the 
lewer orders o^iflider the aeq^osidon of it as an ac» 
eom^hmeBt ; and* aa far as I ean judge, wovtld 
{Nrefier sending thm ehijdren to a school where they 
might learn Sng&h, radier than to one where Irish 
reading alone was taUgbl I suppose the friends of 
Irish schools would so fyt agree with the parents, 
as to wish that die poc^ lAeuld be able to read En- 
glish ; yet, how gHevously woidd tl^ pains and the 
eost ei echteation be douUed, if die ^hildiren are to 
leam to read in two langmgos* Beside^^ the Iridi 
is neidier {pmeiaUy atwdM» nor. patir^ied by the 
upper ranks ; in fact, v^ few of them understand 
it at dl ; and Ik then becemes m faatricv of aeparation 
between die highar and lower onAers. Yet sundy 
die bonndfiiy Ihie is abeadiy too atimigly marked; 
and die ftiendv of Iceland shonld rather endea^we 
to effiuse any beoad mttis of distinction, wfaidi ( 



in isiffiiig the higher oidcrs no fiff sbove the gfkene 
€3it tho«e, to whom their duty and their interest 
equaUy call upon than to raider asaistanoe and in- 
slanietion. 

B. 
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LETTER XV. 



FEBRCTART. 



What HnH you gay if, after having already disputed 
BO many of the positions generally laid down with 
respect to the state of this ooimtry, I proceed even 
to doubt whether the influence of the priests is, by 
any means, so overwhelming and irresistible as 
you have been led to imagine ? As they are sup- 
ported by the voluntary contributions of their flocks, 
you naturally enough suppose the case to be 
somewhat parallel with that of the dissenters in 
England; whereas it is, in fact, altogether diffei«nt. 
Begularly appointed by the titular bishc^ of the 
diocese, and removable at his pleasure, the people 
have no voice in the i^pointmait of their pastors; 
but, like 'dutiful sons of the church, must submit to 
superior authorities, and, instead of c<mtributing 
merely in what proportions they please, must pay 
the dues which are demanded of every householder, 
year hy year, besides the fees upon the administra- 
tion of the sacraments. The former here are at the 
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rate of aOef. fipom die head of each family ; the hit- 
ter (varymg however in different parts of the coun- 
try) are 28. 6d. for anointing, t. e. the sacrament of 
extreme miction, 3«. 4d. for churching, and fiom 
a guinea to dOs. for the celebration of maniage- As 
it is upon the payment of these that the priest de- 
pends £nr his stipend, they are exacted from the 
very poorest of the people; itometimes, in cases truly 
distresaing, eren to the uttermost fiothing. There 
being no separate fee for the performance of bap- 
tism, this more essential ceremony is often very long 
delayed, tmtil the fee for the less important one of 
dmrding the mother, can be ready prepared. An 
instance lately occurred, where tiie priest, on going 
into a house in which the woman had been confined, 
and finding tluit no money was forthcoming, merely 
looked at the infont, said that it was likely to do 
well, and, although Uving himsdf at the distance of 
fiox or seven miles, dedined christening it until he 
could also church the mother. At another time, the 
priest refbsed to christen a child, altiiough he was 
effiared within twopence of the stipulated sum; even, 
when this was afterwards procured, grumbling, be- 
cause tea and sugar had not been provided for his 
breakfiwt. In the.case of another poor woman, it 
wasnot unt3 after the birth ci a second child that 

H 
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she was churdied, akfaough the superstitioiis notioDy 
that if a woman leare the house bdoxe the ceremony 
is perfiinned the grass will never grow where die 
treads, might seem to ^isure their utmost exerticms. 

These demands being ho heavy, in proportion to 
the extreme penury of the peasantry, and, in gene- 
ral^ rigorously exacted, the protestant clergy, who 
are not in the habit of recdving fees, except in large 
towns, are sometimes^ though of eourse not very 
fiequendy, called upon to perform these services in. 
fiivour of theb poor catholic pandiioners. In a case 
of this kind the other day, the parties being of very 
exceptionable chazaolier, our rector, contraiy to his 
usual custom^ was unwilling to meet the application; 
and the business ended by his giving some assifidbanoe 
to the poor couple, towards paying the wedding fee 
of 909. to the priest, and a guinea for the cbspensa- 
tion, which, according to the canons of theiKchurdi^ 
was necessary, in consequence of some-degree of xe- 
lationddp. 

The trulh th«i is, that in this respect the Roman 
catholic priesthood are no forther dependent on the 
private character which they may bear, than the 
dergy of the estaUished church ; and though you 
will not fimcy me illiberal enou^ to believe that 
there are not lealous and benevolent members to be 
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taaaA in tlieir body^ yet, withio: my limited fitde^ 
I have met with.mareof that sdfiih irerldly^miiided 
class, -vho but t«M> often disgrace our mm esta^ 
blishment. Nor would it, I beliere, be going too 
fiff to say, that the influence of private chaxacter is 
as nmdbfdt by die one, in the ooUeetion of these 
ssfiposed Tofamtaiy (^BBmngs, as by the other, in 
the legal receipt of ti<iieB ; and I hare heard our 
poor neighbours eompaxe. the disposition of their 
ptesent priest irith Aat of his predecessor^ much in 
die same way that they are accustomed to speak of 
the protestant incumbent ^^ Ohi sure it wasn^t that 
way with father Tom at all : it isn'^t he that would 
be taking the. Int out of the poor widdee and or«> 
^aiCs moudi ; but father Dennis says, that wfaeve 
he comes ficom, the ti^tddses wore always Ae best 
rmt ; and he^s a good warrant sure to take it fiom 
them. IMdn^t I go suppeclfiss the laat time I car* 
liedhimateiapemiy? so.faeoause I had got the mo* 
ney with me, I fdt quite bdd like; and, ^ Father 
Damis,^ says I, ^ you'd be having some pity of the 
poor oeator, who has six weak ehilder,andiio fadier to 
help them with his little earnings': withthat he just 
beckons meto band him the money.'' As the woman 
concluded with the account of her xejuctant com- 
p£unce, her countenance assumed very much the 

h2 
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Mine expteflflioii m\aA it would h%\^ donie, tmder 
siiiiilar ciiciiiiistances, with a tithe {oocter. 

Nor are these regular demands their only, or even 
their worst giievance. They consider as a heavy 
addttimial tax the necessity of providij^ hunmes, 
wldch thr^ never taste themselTes, in <wder to re- 
gale Ms reverence, whm he performs mass, >or aay 
-other ceremony, in a private house. Perhaps yon 
we not aware, that the rites of the Bimian catholic 
dhnrdi, in Ireland at least, are all pcKfarmed at 
home; except indeed the marriage ceremony, wfaidi 
occasionaUy tabes place in the priest^s house. Twice 
a year he comes round the parish, for the porpoee 
<£ c^xtfession; and, in the diffisrent villages, takes 
up his station in some snug cafain, where he expects 
to be treated with white taread, tea, sugar, and whis- 
key. Those who, in more proqieroiis' times, pro- 
liably esteemed the entertainment of this reverrad 
guest as an honour, now firequentiy Gumplain of it 
as a burden. A poor woman who, <m the last of 
these occasions, walked four miles in search of a 
teapot, gave as her reason, that n^her bread, but- 
ter, nor milk, would be considered acceptable, with, 
out the addition of tea and spirits. Nay, it is a 
fiu^t, that a priest, on the Sunday previous to com- 
mencing his rounds, gave public notice after \ 
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Aat as tea, sugar, and flour were to be had in the 
neighbourhood, there would be no excuse for those 
who were not prepared. 

It is however certain, that nothing of affluence 
or luxury is to be remarked, either in the dwellings 
or manner of living, among the priests in this part 
of the country. The poverty of dieir flocks must 
lender their income both low and uncertain; and the 
extent of their paridies obliges ihem to make Se- 
quent journeys over bog and mountain, at all hours 
of the day and night, exposed to the diaages of this 
most changeable climate, besides the contagioti of 
many a fiital disease. In fiu^ although my expe- 
rience win by no means justify die representations 
which have been held out, and which I had mysdf, 
ati one time, been led to believe, of their bemg a 
most laborious, Kalous, self-denying body of men ; 
y«t, I wiQ readily acknowledge them to be (some 
gross instances of drunkenness excepted), of decent, 
mond chaiocter ; ignorant and bigotted indeed, but 
apparently bent radier on preserving inviolate the 
pale of dieir ownoommonion, than on bringing over 
any large accession of converts from the outposts of 
heresy. 

A. . 
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LETTER XVI. 



MABCH. 



YotTB observatkms on the priesthood of die Bonmi 
catiioHc ehurch are strikii^ly just, and many of 
th^n illustrated by circumetances of daily oecur* 
rence in this conatiy. They laid claim to a higher 
degree of personal importance than the minifitenof 
any other ifeligion, ^hen they made the i^^alidkyof 
the services and sacraments of their church' depen* 
dent upon die character of Ae oiBciathig priest. 
But they oversliot dieir mark : and, as dieir morals 
were not equal to such high pretensions, theTOtttiies 
of superstition, while they obey their religidos 
mandates widt shmsh fear, yet speak of them widi 
a watat of respect almost amounting to contempt 
And thui» it is, that when ambition, ignorance^ and 
-superstition combine to give an undue preponder- 
imoe to xme- scale, die common sense of mankind is 
thrown into the other, and sets the balance right 
again. 

^^ Oh t the priest is in his cups,^ is a conmum 
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expression with them, and often unaccompanied by 
any extenuatii^ saitence. ^^ Sure we know very 
well that he wants to keep our children from school 
because he'd like to be the only one that can read 
and write, and then he'd have his own way en- 
tirely'" — was the observation of a poor tenant, 
when a dispute upon the school-house was the sub- 
ject of conversation. 

The magnitude of the dues of the church, and 
the severity with which they are exacted, is a 
topic on which th^ do not scruple to express their 
sentiments. The difficulty of paying these is still 
further increased, as no credit is generally allowed. 
The money must be collected to the utmost far- 
thing before the service is p^ormed. It is scarce- 
ly possible to blame the priest, who depends on 
these foes for hisnudntenance, and who is too well 
acquainted with the character of his flock to put 
any faith in their prondses of fixture payment; yet, 
the consequences of such sevaity are sometimes 
very distressing. An instance of this Has lately 
occurred on ihie borders of Cuimemarra. 

The son of a m«i, who had once known better 
days, being on his death-bed, the priest of the parisli 
was requested to administer the holy viaticum; but 
his last dues were unpaid, and he poritively refosed. 






The aiudotts father spread the caokealbi et his pone 
npom the table, and — ^^ Ph&ie your reverence 
take what you will ;^ — but in Yain-^the priest was 
inexorable, and the poor youpig man died without 
the last important sacrament, indiqpensaUy oeees- 
saiy, as every true cath(dic believes, to the salva- 
tion of the parting soul* 

Three years ago, when ribandism fiourkdied in 
the county of Galway, these dues formed, the sub- 
ject of a clause in the petition of grievances ; and 
to reduce them one half was reported to be the 
intention of the insurgents. They remain, how* 
ever, in fiill force, even in the present times of 
distress. 

A curious case occurred here some years sinc^ 
in which the civil power, assumed by the Roman 
catholic clergyman over the property of his nagh- 
hour, rather exceeded that allowed to any indi- 
vidual by the law. A chapel, within a hundred 
yards of the house, was built by the late tenant^ 
but withaut any grant of the ground. Of course^ 
when the land returned into the hands of the 
feudal lord, the chapel became his proparty. It 
was natural that he should wish to be relieved 
from the inconvenience of a catholic place of wor- 
ship so dose to his own door; yet, to deprive bis 
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t^amts of a duqpet, wliidi ibef had Icnig been in 
the halnt of attendiBg) without any eqiuTaknt, wis 
fay no means hia intentioii. He therefese aSatd 
to assist HbeFaOy in the ereetion of another duq^ 
ia a ttoie convenient sttnation; and, by a gmt of 
knd, to secure die possession of it ta diem finr 
ever. These conciliatory offisrs were emfaraeed with 
imidi af^fMient gratitude. Mass was stiU peifonn. 
ed in the diapel on Sundays; but nodung- was 
finally arranged, and mudi time was lost in findt- 
less n^otiadon. Meanwhile die diapel was con- 
verted to its intended purpose, a sdiooUioose; 
bat, in order to obtain room, it was necessary to 
take down die rails of die altar, and die altar itself, 
which Ittd been previously given by the proprietor 
to the catholic curate of die parish. It was not 
until all h<q»e of thrir removal, by odier hands, 
was at an end, that a cadiolic carpenter was em* 
ployed to take them down; and it was not until 
some of the ftimiture of die school was in danger, 
diat a lock was placed on die door fot its security. 
Mass was, howevw, performed as usual; but 
after a few wed» a report was circulated that it was 
the intention of the priest to force open the door, 
instead of Ben£ng for the key on the ensuiiig Sun^ 
day. Constables were therefore ordered to be in 
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attendance to i»«Tent any breaeh of tke peace, and^ 
fov that time. With the desiied effect An ex- 
planatory visit from th^ priest took place, and fais 
request of being allowed to perfonn mass h&ng 
instontly acceeded to, he professed himsdf foily 
satisfied; and, as the key wa? returned when the 
service was over, the proprietor of Ae chapel was 
left in fidl possession of his rights. 

The sequel of that day^s history is a striking in- 
stance of the insidious temporizing policy which has 
been too justly charged upon the members of the 
Romish church. Father Tom, as he is commonly 
cidled, returned puMic thanks in the chapel, and 
commended his Honour^s liberality ; but, as one of 
our servants told us with horror still painted on his 
coantenance, ^^ laid a deadly curse% on one indivi- 
dual, whom he accused by name, as the author of 
the rqmrt above alluded to. In tmih this poor man 
was t whoUy innocent of ever having spok^i on the 
siritgect; but alAough our servant, who was rather 
more enlightened than the rest c^ the congregation, 
upon .this assurance of the man^s innocaice, dqnre. 
oated the sentenoe as unjust and founded cm error, 
and expressed his belief that as such it would have 
no influence on the decrees of Heaven ; yet he ac- 
knowledged that with the common- pe<^le no such 
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*ples wotdd be AvaQaUe, ttid that until the man had 
Mbtained pardon fiom the priest he would he con- 
sidered in a state of titter repr^obation. A eertain 
fine in money, and the penance of publicly confess- 
ing his sin, a sin which you will observe he had not 
committed, and of crawling round the chapel three 
times on his bare knees, were the conditions on which 
the poor man afterwards obtained hia pardon. 

Is it not dreadful to see a fallible mortal thus 
presume to hurl the thunders of the Almighty ? 
More dreadful still to contemplate the state of moral 
and intellectual darkness in which these unfortunate 
people must be plunged, who bow their heads before 
the iniquitous decree, and dare not call in question 
its justice ! 

But to return. This priest was the coadjutor not 
the incumbent of the parish ; and shortly after a 
grand attack was arranged and carried into effect by 
the parish priest, accompanied by two others. The 
key of the chapel was borrowed, but not returned, 
and another lock was put on the door by those to 
whom temporary possession had been granted, for 
the purpose of performing mass. All such obstruc- 
tions were however speedily removed by the hands 
of constables and carpenters. An explanation took 
place by desire of the Roman catholic archbishop; 
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the priest was removed from die parish ; and so long 
a truce followed diat the school was established 
without any further opposition. 

B. 
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LETTER XVIL 



MARCH. 



You complain of oar bemg bo spuring in oar le- 
marks upon the rdigioos ckiracter and halnts of the 
peasantry; but you will, I think, enter into my 
feelings, when I acknowledge that diiBdence of my 
own judgment, and the dread of injuring the sacred 
cause of religion, has often withheld my pen, while I 
satisfied myself with the excuse, that there was in 
reality little or nothing to add to what has been al- 
ready so much better said. 

It is indeed to me the most painftd drcumstance 
connected with a residence in Ireland, that the dif* 
ference of religion fonnssuch a strong line of separa- 
tion between protestants and their Roman catholic 
neighbours : shuttang them out, as it were, from all 
communication on a topic so fiill of interest to both 
parties. From the peculiar state of the country, 
and the very invidious light in which the creed of 
their superiors must needs appear to the great body 
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of the people, while their ownchuichis infact more 
or less in a state of persecution, the exercise of tole- 
ration, while it becomes a duty still more impera- 
tive, is at the same time rendered doubly difficult. 
Prgudices have taken snch deep root, and every 
feeling of irritation has been so constantly kept 
alive, that the subject is no sooner introduced than 
all these are up inarms to prevent its Candid recep- 
tion. The piiest is on the watch, awakened by 
fonner artafioes, whicii a zeal without knowledge has 
too often directed even against that church who has 
herself been so severely blamed for sanctieniiig the 
maidm of doing evil thai good may oome; widle the 
poor, ,equally aware of our superiority, and of their 
own disadvAntagies, are shy of ^aitfijong the lists with 
such fearfiil odds. 

During a loody walk last summer^ > I met with a 
temdmfa wits, who warned vm of the danger whidi 
she thoi^ht I was likely to encounter from aooie 
wild cattle on my return home* Thk led to^ a cen^- 
versation, in the course of which the subject of going 
to heaven waa mentioned. She seemed, to reckon 
confidmtly upon ny being of thje luq^ number 
who weuld'gain admittance. I expressed lbe.hope 
(^ finiiuig many of my poor n^^bours. thine. 
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^^ Qdi, soie^ it's not for the likes of U8» poor diirty 
craturs, to be going to such a fine jdaoeT I re* 
minded her that our Uessed Sariour^s distinction 
rested on purity of heart, not oa any .outwakl ssp^^ 
peaianoe; but she stiU persisted, in appaient.seeu^ 
iky of my salvation, «ad incrodulity respecting her 
own. ^^ May be new, if I could but get hold of 
your Honour^s gown, I might slip in tM yeeaT 

You will easily understand that I do not give 
this as a specimen of the real s^Btiments of our ca* 
tholie peasants; bat as a proof Jhow completely she 
was on her guard, with respect to her own real opi- 
mon, while, with characteristic acuteness^ she endean 
voured to discover nune. In general, they rather 
listoi to what you say with an air of indiffer«iee» as 
upon a topic on which you and they can have no 
ideas in. conunon, or with an evident distrust, as if 
you were but toa likely to lead them astray. Go- 
ing past a cabin some little time once, andinquiring 
amongst' other things why the good woman had 'not, 
as usual, her knitting in her hand, she let me know 
that it was holyday with them, and that she could 
not therefore do any work. On my afterwards ask- 
ing, whether die did not think more of a holyday 
than of Sunday itself, and whether sl^ would mind 
working on the latter, she said^ with a tone thi^ be- ' 
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spoke her almost hurt by the siuiptcicB, ^^ Sore, 
Skttiday is a greea holyday *.^ 

What then is t» be done, in » situation where 
we hare ^amther chmdi nor clergynan within a 
dwtanee of twelve nules; and where, if we suo- 
eeeded in detaching them from their preseni; qpizi- 
tttal directors, it mni^ be at tlie ri^ of leaimg 
them witiiont any guide, mr, at least, wholly de- 
pendent on our own eKertionsP Proseljrtisvi ap- 
pHM to me, m this ease, out 43S the question ; 
either upon the grounds of worldG^ prudence, or of 
re|feg]«tt8 wisdom ; yet, on the other hand, I catt- 
not go so &r as a late biabop of Eil^hin is said to 
hai^egooe, and if I caraoot make tfaera good pvo- 
tes^aats, content myself with endeavouring to mdce 

* 1 was, I own, struck by the answer I received from 
another' poor woman when vbiting her during a fit of sidt- 
Bon. Upon being exhorted to patience under it aa aa 
t^ff y ^ JTP sent from God, without, however, any direct 
aUusion to ^our Saviour — ^^ Sure donti know that himself 
suffered much more for us*' — ^was her ready reply. Such an 
expression of religious feeling was a more encouraging open- 
ing than is often afforded by bur poor catholics, and a de- 
lightful proo^ among many others, that, aldiough so xleeply 
etnbnfed by superstition, dieir minds are still alive to ooore 
' 8fiiuiiie>anpreBrioiis of religion. 
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them good cttholics: at least, I cannot, with a 
safe amscience, put into their hands hoAs of catho- 
lic inatnictiim, or incukate the pecuUar doctrines 
and disdidiBe, I had ahnost said the peculiar 
traditions, of the Ronish church. Perhaps, hoar- 
ever, the idea of the good bidiop wis one in wliidi 
yoo and I shoidd oordiiRlly sympathise; that, in- 
stead of attempting'to make nominal oonTcrts to 
any psfftieukr creed, our eflPorts should rather be 
diieeted towards adding to the number of the true 
caAolic church of Christ. At present, the most 
hopelbl plan, and the best preparation for diat 
purer system of Christianity, which must be the 
great oigectofall our wiiftes and all our prayers, ap- 
pears to be, the gradual enlightening of their minds 
by education and employment ; and the proving to 
them, by a steady course of charity and forbear- 
ance, that the only end we have in view is their 
own wdl-being. Such a plan must, however, pre- 
dude our entering into ai^uments on controvert- 
ed points, or even dwdling upon religious sub- 
jects, except in general terms ; aqd we thus lose 
the opportunity of becoming acquainted with their 
different suparstitious notions and practices. Yet 
these are occasionally brought under our notice; 
alftd circumstances from time to time occur, in' 
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UlustratioQ of enrols* which Atd a baleful aii4 
diytading influenoe oyer the minds of our deladed 
peasantry. 

For instance, they ar^ very commonly in posaea? 
rioD of a bottle of holy wateir> to be U8c4 a9 a 
remedy in all cases of sickness; this, I have been 
told, proves wonderfully efficacious«-4iay, I. have 
been assured^ in the case of a poor cre^tur^ wh^ 
Ml down in a fit as shet was going along ih^ 
road, that.the a^^cation of a few drops from th^ 
bottle, which was, happily, found ia.her pocket, 
was Mkwed fay. immediate recovery. Were yon 
to see the dirty little pbiidin which this lu^I 
wfiter is generally kept untal the inside becomes 
green with age, you would probably be of (q[>inian 
with me, that a. fresh. draught flrom the nearest 
spring might be attended with a stiU. moro salutiniy 



The priest is often called in tp perform a sort of 
exorciam on those whose diaoEders are supposed l^ 
arise firom spiritual agency ; and, with reelect tq 
such possession, our people entertain very wild 
and wonderful notions.— They have an idea of 
seeing what they call their ^^ fetdt"", son^ aerial 
being or other, who appears to give them warning 
of their approaching death. Such an anuiritiioii» 
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yoii may readfly conceive, often jirecedes an attack 
of iffiiess, of ivliicli, however, it may happily 
proTe'to have been the wortt' symptom. I remem- 
ber hearing a story- of the kind from a poor man, 
whose son, while working in the field, ** conceited^ 
that he beheld some indescribable being, who called 
to hint, and taking np a little stotte, threw it at 
Ub head. The boy set off instantly, ran home 
^without stopping, and *^ took sick from that hour.^ 
Whatever was thc^ causie of the boy'^s complaint, I 
lad the satisfaction of knowing that a simple dose 
of medicine had 'effected his cure. 

One of the most deplorable of these superstitious 
fimdes is, their creduUty with respect to the *^ Gos^ 
pels% as they are called, which they wear bus-' 
pended round the neck as a charm againdt danger 
aiid £8ie»se. These ar^ prepared by the priest, 
and sold by him at the price of two or three ten- 
pennies. It is considered sacrilege in the pur- 
diaser to part with them at any time ; and it is 
moreover believed that the charm proves of no 
efficacy to any but th^ individual for' whose par- 
ticular benefit the priest has blessed it One of 
tfaem I have been shewn as a rarity, whiclk 'sdAcnn^ 
indeed finds itiJ way into heretic^ handi^i I wfflT 
demibe, as nfinutely as possiUe, both its form 

i2 
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aad contents: it was a smalt ckth faag» masked on' 
one side with the letters LH. S., en^Mong a 
written scrap of dirty paper, of whidi the followmg 
is an exact copy, orthogtephioal errors not ex* 
cepted: 

4- In the name of God Amen. When onr 
Saviour saw the cross whereon he was To Be Cruci- 
fied his body trembiled and shook the Jews asked 
Iff he had the faver or the ague he said that he 
had neither the faver or the ague. Whosoever 
shall keep these words in mind or in righting shall 
never have the faver or ague. Be the hearers 
Blessed. Be the Believers Blessed. Be the name 
of our Lord god Amen. C\ Toole.' 

On the other side of the paper is written the 
Lord^s prayer in as curious a style of spelling; 
and after it a great number of initial letters, ap- 
parently all by the saipe hand, and probably es- 
sential to the charm. Instead of being edified, 
you are, I doubt not, as much grieved and dis- 
gusted with the description as I was with the 
actual appearance of this pious cheat. Yet, may 
we not hope that, by exposing such in the broad 
dity-light of reason, we lend a helping hand towards 
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their gfidual eztixpation ? If AedieadafridiCTdb 
has abeady driren them into the remotest oomcn 
cfihe hind, is it not to be hoped that better motiTes 
may, ere long, still more eflfectually destroy the 
influence of all such false and dangerous deceit ? 

A. 
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LETTER XVIII. 



liABCH. 



Are you aware that, on tliis side of the channel, we 
have so little doubt of the existence of fisdries, that 
it is no uncommon occuirence to see shoes of fiiiiy 
manufiieture publicly advertised in the newspapers? 
If I tell you^ that while crossing a field, in the 
purple light of the morning, the attention of a pea- 
sant was arrested by the sound of a shoemaker^s ham- 
mer ; and that, upon leaving the paUi to discover 
the cause, he distorbed an elfin cobbler, who it seems 
was at his trade betimes, and mending his brogues 
by the side of the ditch; thatthespiritof the air, an- 
xious to escape from the prying eyes of mortal wight, 
leapt from the bank, and, in his haste, dropped both 
shoe and hammer : if I go on to tell you, that this 
story is most gravely related, and that the editor 
informs the public, that both shoe and hammer were 
carried to such a house, in such a street, in a cer- 
tain town, in the county of Roscommon, and may 
there be viewed by any curious or incredulous per- 
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sons ;— y on will, I thiiik, admowledge that my tak 
has at least a hetter finmdatioii than many which 
are related to oar disadrantage, and bat too readily 
swallowed by die credolity of oar English friends. 

Yet, widioat bdieymg every tale, it cannot be de- 
nied that we hold many saperstitioos notions, un- 
worthy of ihis enlightened age. How indeed can it 
be otherwise? The Mrely fanaginatioh of the people 
has been allowed to run wild through the ttiasy paths 
of ignorance, while the sufferings to whidb they are 
subject, too oft^ii springpng from causes OT«r whidi 
they have no control, have a natural tendency to 
produce a bdief in the agency of supernatural brings. 
Their scqierstitious creed leads them in their most 
odemn acts bf wordiip, to turn towards a subordi- 
nate ^ace the eye which ought to be fixed on that 
Abnighty hand whidi al<me governs the univenie ; 
and where is ihe wondet iben, that, in less serious 
momoits, tiiey should fellow the path which has thus 
been traced out for than, and ascribe Ibe good or 
ffl fertuiie of tibdr lites, the success or the faihare of 
their enterprizes, to feiries and demons, spirits of 
the earfli and air, which have no existence, except 
ki their own distempered imaginations ? 

How ai^ancholy a view does it present of tiie in- 
connsteBey and wedntess of human nature, when 
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we see a people, ftmed for- quickness of intelleet, 
and acuteness of understanding beyoiid any of thdr 
oeiglibours, 80 enslaved by pr^ddice, as to give cre- 
dit to taleb of gross superstition) eqpiailed only is 
the darkness of the middle ages ! In troth, we may 
be led still fuvtlier bade; and to the renote sem of 
beadienism, may be traced some of the obscrnsnees 
which are still in vogue amoiig our driuded pe»- 
santry^ and whidi appear to have no eaUBneoon with 
the peeoliar sopefstitioBs of CllriBtiamty. 

When we hear of dipping the cattle eveiry spring 
in a certain lake, to pi^eserve them -ftom charms 
wMoh might affect the quantity <ir the qudity of ^behr 
milk, we may conocnve that the virtue was imparted 
by the prayers of some isainted monk ; but when die 
same^ect is to be produced by caatmg fresh butter 
into the waters, the ceremony approaches too nearly 
to the ancient sacrifices to have any odier €ftvpai at- 
tributed to it. The same observation will, perhaps, 
apply to the custom of steiMng a Madk cat, and 
burying it o/iee, as a cure fer dial fittal diseaise 
aanMg catde called '^ the bhM^k leg"". We lost se« 
vend cows by this disorder last spring; md oner of 
the peasants very gravdy assured me^ that tf hh 
Honour would but be persuaded to try tlus remedy 
soiMal to tiw limine race, ^^ sure it would be of mete 
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use entbely than all the medidaes hig Honour was 
after giving them.'' 

The aaiiotity of parti(mlar spots^ and the abeehriiig 
peivertef pavtiedar likes performed in those spote^ 
aiie.<^ .cotsse mculcated by the Beman eadicdic 
cfeigy ; irhoi^ as one of them in a mement of caodonr 
aoknewledged, 'have set a wheel in motion ivUoh 
th^ hftte ne longer the power to stop. 
. I If a^Y4Miit catfadlic is anxious to secure tibe powta- 
fiil intercessiea of departed qpirits, he may p erf o r m 
hisretati/ona on the appointed holy plaoe. The spot, 
uaaattj^ on. the summit of a little graen fafflock, la 
marikadhyanendoBuxeefateiMS^ A certain rnnrina 
of .paternosters and aTemariaa must be gone throu|^ 
while the supplimit creeps^ in the most humiliating 
pgetuie, round the endosore: to doubt the sueeesa 
of such petiitimis, would be infidelity oottfessed. The 
most cdehrated of these holy phees isthe conical 
moimtain of Croi^ Fatiiok, upwards of 9,000 fbet 
sbove: the kvel of the.eea^ The banfooted pilgcmi 
who» upon his handa and knees, hasstrenglli and 
pmevenuwe enough to reaoh die snmmit, can phoa 
a. huge .aum to the credit side of.his. account wtdi 
the saint. S<»ie few years since, a yon^gman and 
hisfather undertook this pilgrimage together. The 
old* man». overoeme by. fetigue, was obliged to rdin- 
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quisli the fiova tadc, eare it was half aooompluked : 
his CMm, supported by enthusiastic seal, perfomed 
Us own diare, and then.oompieted what his fiilher 
bad left unfinished. TUs doidde penance was, 
hewev^, tneire than his constitution could bear: 
he reached die sumnut^itis true; but nature was 
eduNisted^ and he sunk a tictim to diis Yain and 
d^rading superstition. His death, under these cir- 
OMnstanoes, was thoiq^t toentitle him to the crown 
of maDtyrdom; and his funeral was conducted with 
aU that pomp and parade which serve to impose 
on the nrakitBdey and to rivet still move ckieelj the 
chains of their spiritual bokidage. 

The ftme of St. Patcidi's Hill is not, hoi^vver, 
confined to this hia peculiar island; and the seal 
of Ua fbUoweis will occasionally bring votaries fiom 
a great distancfe Our good old nurse tells ibe 
stoiy of a poor woman who travelled flnim London 
lo Westport with the vain hope of having the Hfe 
ef her child saved hf the intercession of die annt. 
She was wife of a tradesman in Holbom, and, 
aecording to an idiom common here, she was ^^ well 
to do in the wadd^'; but one dnld after another had 
ftUen vicdma to the firtal ravages of consumption; 
and the poor mother, at length, saw her only hope, 
her last remaining son, sdurnd, at the age of nine^ 
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teen, iriAh the same firif^lfiil oom^aiiit. An old 
Irish ndi^tibour, as deiraut m catholic as eoald be 
found on either ode of the channd, stepped be* 
t^weai the hapless SMlher and despair. She told 
bat ot &t Patrick's Hill; magnified to her Ae 
power of Ibe saint, and repeated all the anncalovs 
cures of which die had heazd or known. The 
dseduloas woman left the dying bed of her AM 
with the snperstitbus hope of obtauung that relief, 
through the mediation of the saint, which had 
been denied to her own incessant prayers. Her 
statbns were most deroutly petfoimed ;-^4Nit, need 
I add?-— without success: indeed, I believe, the poor 
yw&L died befom the retum of his ddhided mother. 
In imtb, the age irf nuxades, wbidi you con* 
sider es past, is with us ia fiill rigour. In attempt, 
ing to prosdyte (an office in wfaaeh the Soman 
catholics, both dsqnr and laity, sometiines sngege 
with much seal wd perseverance), it is to mlracbs 
thiM^ the priests make their last appeal, in fell con* 
fidence of being able to perform them most tri-* 
umpbaiMly. Whether this oonfideuce be fimnded 
on their own akiU, or on the ignenaice and 010.* 
duUty of Ibdr witnesses, I will not pretend to my. 
Fx}nc0 Hoh^oe'a pretensiona are not viefwed by 
us with the seuspicious oautien which the more en« 
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lightened catholics of iheiuvthare said lo fed ; md 
we have besides our own diare of wond^ in thb 
western province. The weakness of the devil, and 
the victory, of the priests, have been lately comme- 
morated in a tale asabsurd as the &r.fiuned legend 
of St Dunstan. 

Tom Rowland wa& returning with his cattle £roni 
market, disconsolate, as many an honester man has 
been, that he could find no purchaser. ^^ I wish the 
devil would give me money, for there^s no body dse 
that will.^ Parlez du dUAle, et 9)oUi sa quMe^ is 
an old proverb ; but his highness has better man- 
ners in these days, and appears hke %janileman^ 
handsome, and well dressed. To his question, ^^ Do 
you want money ?^ Tom Rowland was not afraid to 
answer, *' yes.'' " If youTl sell yourself to me, you 
shall have plenty'"; he agai? assented. The devil 
gave ^200, and asked Tom for a receipt, which 
must be signed with his own heart's Uood. Tom 
stepped into a cabin, but deaning a red lead p^^il 
e^puJly satis&ctoiy, and not quite so dangerous as 
the signature required, he made use of one which 
chanced to be in his pocket. An Irish devil has it 
sems no share in the national acuteness, or he would 
not have beenso easily duped. Tom Rowland went 
on his way, and, secure in his red 1^ poaeil, vei^ 
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tuied to join in the celefaretion of mass, to which he 
was mvited some days afterwards in a neighbour's 
house* The devil however regarding this as an in- 
fiingcment of the bond, tapped at the cabin door, and 
inquired for Tom Rowland. Tom, suspecting faiff 
^^ genteeF friend, refrised to obey the summons ; but 
the deril^ eager to secure what he deemed a lawful 
prise, sprang in among them, and knocked him 
down. The priest, who came to the rescue, was not 
a match for Ms highness; other priests were sent 
for, but they could only drive the enemy to change 
his quarters, without being able to force him to dis- 
lodge. From Tom Rowland he escaped into a large 
kettle ; and thence again up the chimney. The 
pewter of the priests was here baffled; they sent for 
one of their brethren from Westport: and a sacred 
wand, of which he was happily possessed, compelled 
the obedience of the evil spirit. He was driven 
from the house, and Tom remains free, with the 
honour of having outwitted the devil. 

You will exclaim, ^^ Can these things be ? Are 
such tales believed in the nineteenth century?" I 
only answer by assuring you that I give the story 
exactly as I heard it, from a gentleman residing near 
Westport, who added the name of the victorious 
pviest, which I have suppressed. It is in itself so 
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abBurd, that I should be sonry to let it rest on my 
own authority, lest it should inratidate the forego- 
ii^ part of my letter ; but I will obser^, enpcL8€anij 
that if this tale be b^ered in Mayo, we need not 
wonder that the miracles of Prince Hohenloe should 
find sui^KyrterB in Dublin. 

B. 
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LETTER XIX. 



VABCH. 



You are certainly right in considering the cleigy of 
the established church of Ireland as having a pecii- 
liarly difficult and delicate part to act. Placed 
among a people to whom, generally speaking, their 
ministry is unacceptable or even odious, they are as- 
sailed on the one hand by the fear of betraying, 
through an injudicious zeal, the cause which should 
be nearest their heart, while on the other is still 
sounding in their ears the awftil w;anung, ^^ Woe is 
me if I preach not the goq^l.^ 

Under these painfol and perplexii^ drcmnstanoes^ 
the wisest course of action appears to me to be the 
one pursued by an exemplary and zealous clergyman 
in this part of the country, who, instead of endea^ 
Youiing to convert bigotted catholics into mere no^p 
minal protestants^ professes that his gieat aim. is to 
make them all real christiaiis* Witfi this idea he 
qualified himself, by a diligent study of the Irish 
language, to read and explain the Scriptures to his 
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poor parishioners in their native tongue, and he finds 
this by fiir the readiest and most gratefiil way of in- 
trodudng the subject. Many who would not listen 
to a word, so long as it was spoken in English, be- 
come silent and attentive the moment he opens the 
Irish testament ; being of course better able to com- 
prehend the truths delivered to them in the lan- 
guage with which they are familiar, as well as better 
disposed to attend to it, as one to which they are 
strongly attached both by habit and association*. 

* Might not the practice which has so generally obtained 
in Wales/ of obliging the candidates for holy orders, in those 
parts of the country where the native dialect still maintains its 
ground, to pass an examination in that language, be extended 
with great advantage to Ireland ? It is there a fireqnent cus- 
tom for young men, after leaving the university, to spend six 
or twelve months with a Welsh tutor, by which time they 
become competent to read and preach in that language, and 
of course have obtained such a general introduction to it, as 
will facilitate their learning to converse with those among the 
poorer and more ignorant members of thdr flock, who would 
otherwise remain shut out from all familiar intercourse with 
their spiritual pastors. After witnessing the eager and devout 
attendance of large congregations, all dressed in the national 
costnm^ and assembled withm the neatly wfaite-washed walls 
of the village <^urcb, at one time listening to a Welsh ser- . 
men, at another assisting at a Welsh sacrament, the greater 
number of whom would never enter the church while the 
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I^wttng thut mwenX copies of the saered volume 
which he hid given away had been called in and 
ey«Ei deetroycd by the priest, onr good clergyman 
had leeounse to the expedient of writing his own 
wtne in the fifit leaf, and lending it, with the eon- 
dition of its being retiarned, when no longer made 
use o£ He was also in the habit of admitting any 
of the neighbours at the hour of family prayer, and 
foond, what indeed may sfypear somewhat singular, 
but what is Mikewise the case with cathohe serranta 
in private families, that many will on such occadons 
attend even wh^ a protestant clergyman offidates, 
•who would probaUy consider it a deadly sin to enier 
a protestant dinreh. This being all done in the 
spirit of gentteness, united with great kindness of 
heart, and general and active benevolence, may sure- 
ly be considered as answering to our blessed X«ord^s 
iiyunction, of combining the wisdom of the serpent, 
with the meeknesa of the dove. To thisare equally 
opposed, as4Mmtrafy and fatal extimnes, the artifices 
of an indiscreet and MgotCed desire of prosetydsm, 
or the carelessness of latitudinarian indifference. 

senrice wa» perfomuQg in Snglisb* I cannot help wishing 
that our poor oecluded mountaineert enjoyed the same op- 
portunity of hearing the word of life» ** every man in the 
tongue wherein he was bora." 

K 
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The latter is the more genenil error; nor can we feel 
surprised that such should be the case, when we 
know that one great bane of Ireland^s wel&re, the 
sfint of jobbing, has violated even the sanctuary; 
sdiing upon the lucrative endowments, and easjie 
sinecures of the establishment, as a ridi provision 
for the younger branches of the nobility and gentry. 
As a natural consequence, at the Efaine of interest 
rather than on the altar of religion, have been sacrt- 
fieed the lame, the halt, and the Uind* ^^ Shall I 
not visit for these things? saidi the Lord.'^ 

What is to be expected from those who are thus 
c^ed of men, while in words they profess to be 
moved by the Holy Ghost, to undertake the high 
office for which they become candidates ? Or where is 
the wonder that the ministry, thus committed to 
their charge, should degenerate into an empty form, 
or be performed, in a slovexdy inefficient manner, by 
the substitutes which they carelessly appoint. 

On attending service at churdi 

some years ago I was struck by the indecorous ap- 
pearance of two clergymen in the reading desk, who 
alternately assisted in the service, shifting from one 
to the other the only surplice which had been pro* 
vided — and such a surplice ! so covered wiijj spots of 
dirt and iron mould, as to be very &r fr<»n ceamng 
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under thecamnicdi deecription of fidrtriiite linai,— « 
reading, too, out of a prayer book from which the 
co^et had long smce beoi torn, and which from the 
name €£ some royal personage introduced in the 
litargy, must certainly have bekoged to ^^ auld lang 
syne." 

It was however hailed as one of the cheering omens 
which attended a change of system in the admini^ 
stration, that the former prescripdye r^hts of patnm* 
age happily gave way before the superior claims of 
learning and merit ; and as one very desirable eflPect 
we may hofb to see the tie dissolved, by which re^ 
ligion and party politics have been so unnaturally 
yoked together in this divided and distracted coun- 
try. What, for instance, would the desrgy of Eng* 
knd say to its having been, I believe I ought to say 
to its being, the practice of some of our Iiish Bishops 
to distribute a newspaper of violent party principles 
to all the clergy of their diocese during a whole 
twelvemonth ? Of course, as the dergyman added, 
who lelated the circumstance to me, and who had 
lumself been one of the number, ^^ of course with the 
expectation that we should afterwards continue to 
take it in on our own account.'' 

In our case we may indeed rqoice in being under 
the superintendence of a most active and exemfdary 

k2 
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pKhte. With his inde&tigable exertions during 
the late seyere season of scarcity our fii^ids in 
England are already well aoqpiainted, and under such 
auspices we may hope to witness a general and salu- 
tary change throughout the diocese. The two late 
visitations in Cunnemarra are indeed to be noted in 
our domestic annals, as the first instance on record, 
of a protestant bishop^s having penetrated within it? 
precincts. To his Grace^s care for the best interests 
of the church we also owe it, that a late incumbent 
of this parish, who had sadly disgraced his profes- 
sion, was succeeded by the very different charact^ 
who has abeady been introduced to your notice. 
Unhappily the mischief done during the life of his 
predecessor, and under the reign of a n^ligent in- 
efficient diocesan, was in many respects not to be 
repaired. The barren unprofitable spot which had 
been purchased as glebe land, in order, firom its 
vidnity to the sea, to facilitate an intercourse with 
smugglers, and on which the parsonage house was 
built, whose too ample offices testified the same un- 
hallowed purpose, is situated at the distance of four 
miles from the church, and from the nearest protest- 
ant parishioners. It being found impossible, from 
the peculiar nature of the circumstances, to alter this 
arrangement, our worthy rector thought hknself 
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oUiged to give way to some younger man, who might 
prore better able to encounter the additional fatigue, 
to which the remoteness of his residence exposed 
him ; while the distance, thus unnecessarily increas- 
ed, must still continue to operate as a serious disad* 
vantage and inconvenience to the different members 
of his flock, who are indeed asa few scattered sheep 
in the wilderness. 

A. 
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LETTER XX. 



MARCH. 



I OUGHT to have written to you some cUys ago, but I 
could no^ resolve to sacrifice the first moments of fine 
weather. We are enjojring some of those lovely days, 
which, in this dripping climate, are given us in com- 
pensation for many weeks of driving rain and wind. 
They come upon us suddenly, and their exhilarating 
efiect is delightfiil. When I first awoke this morn- 
ing, scarcely a cloud was to be seen. The rocky 
valley, the cUfis, the distant mountains, aU were 
smiling in sunshine. Our pretty red and white Dur- 
hams were feeding, at their ease, by the side of the 
lake ; and the song of the larks rose, in fiill chorus, 
firom the meadow. It is impossible to resist the 
pleasure of this first burst of spring, or to remain 
within doors, while aU nature calls for our sympathy. 
But we are late this year, very late. The moun- 
tain tops are, even now, streaked with snow. The 
winter has been long and severe ; yet not more se- 
vere, I fancy, than with you. Our frost and snow. 
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howerer imseasonaUe, has bat kept pace with y outb ; 
and such, indeed, we find to be pretty generally the 
case. The changes of the weather, here and in Eng- 
knd, take place within a day or two at the same 
time, although the temperature is always more mo* 
derate on our side of the channel. We have a much 
greater proportion of rain, and our situation, on the 
shores of the broad Atlantic, subjects us, of course, 
to storms in all their magnificence and in all their 
horrors. Our highest winds and heaviest rains are 
from the south-west ; yet the western gales are, by 
die sailors, reckoned the most dangerous, because 
by them they are exposed to a lee shore. The east- 
erly winds are not so ill reorived by us as they are 
by you ; we are sheltered by a high mountain range, 
and, as they generaUy give us dry weather, we wil- 
Ui^y bear the sUght extra degree of cold. The 
wmter seldom extends, as it has done this year, into 
March ; the few sunny days of February, which, 
with you are the fine days of winter, with us are the 
opening of spring. 

It was one of these ^^ angel visits^ in early spring 
that welcomed us mto Cunnemarra. We had left 
the Welch roAds a foot deep in snow ; we had tra- 
velled from Dublin in showery and uncertain wea- 
dier ; and wearied ourselves with repeatmg, ^^ if this 
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continues, we cannot cross Mam Tnrc,"" and not to 
cross Mam Turc, implied a necessity of follQwiog 
the beaten track from Westport, instead of eiyoying, 
in all its wildness, the finest of bur mountain paasea. 
But our patience was not put to so severe a test The. 
sun shone brightly, from the first moment of his 
rising, and we were delighted to obserye the sure 
presage of a fine day, in the purple mist spread over 
the rocky valley, and drawn like a fleecy cloud along 
the sides of the mountain. Our first sliage was four 
miles of level road to the borders of Lough Corrib. 
There we bid farewell to roads and civilization; our. 
baggage was stowed on board a six-oared boat, and 
at nine o^clock we embarked. Our sails were of no 
use, for not a breeze was stirring. It vrjsis a sweet 
tranquil scene ; the surface of the lake so perfectly 
still and smooth, that it seemed difficult to imagine 
its then unrufiled waves could be at times so tem- 
pest-tossed, as to render it unsfkfe for any boat to 
venture out. 

The lake varies much in breadth, and is said to 
be thirty-seven miles long. It is studded with is- 
lands, all varying in form and size, some shewing 
marks of cultivation, with cabins and potatoe grounds, 
others affording pasture to a few shec^ and cows, 
who looked picturesque enough, quietly feeding on 
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the very brink of die water ; some 9gtm so bare and 
barren as to be given up to the gulls and oormo- 
rantd; some covered with copse and brushwood ; and 
others, with only a single weather-beaten tree, bend- 
ing from the western blast. On the north side, is 
the town of Cong, and the ruins of the abbey where 
Roderic, king of Connaught, ended his days. To 
such as do not object to travelling back a few cen- 
taddi, this Roderic OTonnor would furnish a very 
good hero of romance. From being one of the pro- 
vincial kings h6 was elevated to the imperial purple, 
and made king of all Ireland. A beautifiil princess, 
cioTied o£Pby the king of Leinster, and restored by 
Roderic to her lawful husband, might prove a suflSi- 
ciently interesting episode^ while the main part of 
the story would be drawn from the circumstances at> 
tending the first English invasion, which took place 
at this time. Here are certainly points of suffid^it 
interest for any historical novel, and, besides, you have 
a fine variety of scenery, and the contrast of manners 
between the uncivilized wildness of the Irish chirf- 
tains, and the barbarous chivalry of the English 
knights. 

But to leave the ruined abbey of Cong. On the 
western side of the lake is the town of Oughterard, 
which stands, as it were, on the very boundary be- 
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l^een die primitrve mountains of Cimnemam and 
ike secondary range which forms the lowhrnds. 
Akog the sonthem shore are some ruined castles ; 
and in the i)ack ground the waving outline of a chain 
ci MIIb, mdting gradually into the plains, by which 
the lake is bordered on the eastern side. To the 
west rise, in abrupt majesty, die moimtains of Cun<- 
nemarca, dieir summits at that time oompletdiy veil* 
ed in clouds. As we slowly advanced towards them, 
the mist deaned off,, and we distinguished the break 
in the chain dnrough which we were to find our way. 
Passii^ first one island and then another, our head 
boatman pointed out to us places which, during the 
rebellion of ninety eight, had served as retreats for 
those whose politics were out of fieushion. He had 
many a long story to tell, for he had been pa*sonaIly 
ei^aged at the time, and we found much amusement 
in tradoigtlie workings of his mind. Hehadbeenon 
the side of govafnment, but it was evident that he 
was guided I^ no general prindples of loyalty. He 
had endbraced the politics and fisllowed die fbrtones 
of his landlcHrd, a much simpler rule of conduct, and 
more congenial to the manners and feelings of our 
peasaostry. 

One or two little boats were plying among the 
islands; our good man insisted that our six oars 
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had given the alarm ; that we w^e mistaken Ibr a 
revenue boat, and that the poor rc^^ues were en- 
deavouring to secure their iUidt wfaiakey. One of 
Aem pMoing radier nearer than the oiher% we 
tumfid our befan a httb) as though we meant to 
oiit off theit appniach to the island^ towards which 
ihey were maldi^^. No small signs of uneasiBess 
wieie manifested at tins isaiKewrre; but, whether 
pioodeding from snrpriBe alone, or from some nM»e 
in teBMted molm^ we had no opportunity of ascer- 
taining, aa it did not appeaor worth while, to go out 
of our own course, with the benendent design of 
<^ tesvifyittg the poor cratue.^ Few sitoatioDs are 
vMe oonveniettt for the numu&etute of ^ momitaki 
dew"" than Irtde ishaidA, embosomed lUie these in «he 
inidst of a lake. The water by which they ire smr- 
iwuMiediset once a defence and a memm of eonvqr- 
anee^ 1^ advance of an enctmy can be seen (can 
be/etf, as we are allowed to say on this side cf Ae 
ehannd) at some distanoe; and the ftebiddett trea- 
sure, can be shipped off from one little island to an- 
other^ so as to elude almost the posaibiliiy of a seizure. 
How quietly too, in the dead of the nigiht, oan the 
pot^kBtm of the maintain cBstiiots. be distriboilad 
jaaM>ng the inhabitants of the |dinn, whose srtoation, 
more immediately imder the eye of the law, makes if 
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ittunfe fiir tfiem to dbtil for llieir own use. Alas! 
alts! it is sad thattliem(«als of our peasantry should 
be assailed by a temptation almost too strong fiir 
poor human natiue to resist. It seems impossible for 
the excise officers, aigus-eyed as they are, to detect, 
what the united ingenuity of die most ingenious 
people in the world is at work to oonceaL Not one of 
our poor boatmen expressed any feeling but compas- 
sion for ^* the poor cratura,^ when we noticed the light 
Hue smoke cniliiig up from some secluded comer of 
a little Talley ; and not one would have hesitated to 
give them warning of tibeir danger, and assist thdr 
escape^ had our six-oared boat really carried an 
excbe office on board. That the poor should make 
it a common cause is by no means wonderfiil ; and, 
who can say that the rich do not give it something 
more than indirect coimtenance and support,' whik 
their breadis so ofken hghtened with wliiBkey4Mim, 
and dMir table is supplied with potsheen in prefer- 
ence to parliament whiskey*? If laws are said to 

* It is not very long once it was proposed by some of the 
gentlemen, hi one of the western counties, that illicit whiskey 
Aoald no longer be admitted at the table of the grand jmy. 
€^pontioD, in defiance of law and deeen^, was made, on 
ike ground qfUi niperiority over the 1^ q[Nrit, ner hif the 
rule for its exclusion yet been made absolute. 
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be cobwefas, in wbidi the flmall flies are entangled, 
while the more powerful one escapes, what shall we 
say of them in Ireland? where neither ridi nor poor 
are secured, imtil now and then the cords are 
tightened^ and then how firi|^tful a scene is pre- 
sented of outrage on the one side, and retribution 
on the other. But let us leave this tender point, 
with the hope that, ere long, the wisdom of the 
age will seek rather to remoTe the temptation of 
infiinging the law, than to increase the terrors of 
its execution. 

The scene changed a fittle when we quitted the 
open part of the lake: the mountains dosed in 
upon us, and the expanse of water gradually narrow- 
ed till we altered the little river of BealnabracL It 
was a true mountain stream, and its serpentine 
course along the valley was soon too shallow to 
admit our boat. We ate our cold dinner on board, 
and then mounting the ponies, which we feund ia 
waiting, pursued our journey. 

And now, if you wish to follow us, it must be 
along a path so wild and ru^ed, that it seems to 
have been marked out by the mountain goats, or 
by the red deer, which are said still to haunt these 
untamed regicms. We have quitted the rocky bed 
of the torrent, which however rough, yet preserved 
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the semblance of a road, and, must piepare to climb 
the mountain's side, following the flight of the eagte, 
who, at this moment, supplies the only ornament 
that the nature of the scenery wiU admit, and^ 
soaring across the valley, from the giddy height, 
lets faU her quarry, which she has abandoned in 
terror at our approach. 

I was desired to let the reins bang loose round my 
pony'^s neck, and I did it with perfect confidence, 
for he was a thorough-bred mountaineer, perfectly 
aware of his own powers, and oi the capal^ties of 
hia road. Ignorance upon either of these points 
would have led him and his rider into Ho small 
difficulties. But I had no sudi fi^r. — My little 
friend had never been known to refuse a step which 
be might safely have taken, or to take a ttep which 
he was forced to retract; and, leaving to him all 
the toil and anxiety of the undertaking, I was at 
leisure to admire the surrounding scene. It was 
Nature in her wildest garb, and in all the majesty 
of solitude; for no human beii^ was to be seen, 
and scarcely the vestige of a human habitation. The 
cattle, of which there were one or two browsing 
among the rocks, appeared but as specks at the 
distance from which we looked down upon thttasi 
and the small patdies of land, cultivated for poU^* 
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toes were, at that season, undistinguishable in the 
valley. Yet it was a scene that might well reward 
the labours of a poet or a painter ; who, in eveiy 
varying tint, thrown by the last gleams of the 
western sun, would find something worth preserve 
ing in the storehouse of his fimcy. The new road,, 
projected by Mr. Nimmo, is marked out alcmg this, 
yailey ; and, when it is finished, wiU certainly ofier 
to the traveller scenery more sublime, though per* 
lu^ less beautifid, than any which he finds in pass- 
ing firom Shrewsbury to Holyhead : would that I 
could say as varied, and presenting as rich a con- 
trast, of cultivated valleys, wooded hills, well-built. 
cotti^S) and wdl-dothed peasantry, with the more 
majestic features of Nature^s landscape. 

Cultivated valleys, well-built cottages, and well-^ 
clothed peasantry we may hope to see; but who 
will restore to us our wooded hills ? The boasted 
wisdom of this enlightened age will not, surely^ 
mudi longer suffer that Ireland should remain a 
blot on England's crown ! a mark fer the scorn of 
her enemies, and the wonder of her Mends ! The 
physicians, animated as we may believe them to be 
by every interested motive, must, sooner or later, 
discov^ the seat of the disease, and agree upon the 
remedies to be apfdied: .meanwhile we beg them to 
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observe the decided improvement that a few short 
years have rendered visible on some Irish estates; 
and we entreat them to inquire whether on those 
estates any thing has been granted beyond jvstii^e, 
even-handed and impartial justice, a di^screet en- 
couragement of industry, and a small porticm, in 
some cases a very small portion, of alms-giving. 

Now do not tell me that you are not #ne of the 
Faculty, and that we have your good wishes, and- 
must look for nothii^ else. If you are not allowed 
to write the prescription, you may at least make 
the case known. All that we ask of .our .English 
friends is, not to be forgotten. Let our situatioii 
be fiilly understood,^K>ur wants and our suflS^fings 
accurately weij^ed, and we will then look with 
confidence to that humanity which has so often 
penetrated even to the &rthest oors^'ts of the {^be,- 
to seek out the objects of her ca^; and which 
regards no obstacle where the happiness of a fellov- 
creature is at stake. Look upon us with the same 
benevolent eye that you regard the haI£»froxen Ice- 
lander, or the negroes in your West lodian plants 
ations, and we will forgive all pastinjuiries, eyea 
to the burning of our forests. 

Tradition accuses you of having. had a chief 
hand in their destruction ; and do what you will to 
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assist us, centuries must pass before the stately 
pine and spreading oak can again rear their majestic 
heads, and bid defiance to the rude blast of the 
Atlantic. The difficulties we have to contend with 
are so much the greater, by the number of degrees 
of west longitude in which we exceed our Welsh 
riyal. We break the force of many a tempest that 
woold else fall roughly on her wooded valleys ; and 
if Mona have not yet recovered the desolation of 
the Roman conquerors, what hope is there for 
Cunnemarra ! 

If the absence of trees can any where be over- 
looked, it is in the midst of scenery so wild and 
majestic as ours ; yet even here we could wish to set 
some of our bogs upright again with ^^ all their 
leAfy honours thick upon them!** How much would 
die beauty of our view from the height of Mam 
Turc have been increased, if the valley below had 
been studded with groups of forest-trees f Where 
every thing is on so grand a scale, the apparent 
height and distance of many objects are diminished 
for want of some points by which the eye may be 
guided in forming an estimate. — ^But it is useless 
to think of trees on this side of the mountains ; and, 
to say the truth, I should not perhaps have thought 
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of them, even while I was climbing the side of 
Mam Turc, had not a stvinted oak, bleached by 
many a winter^s storm, stretched out her white 
arms from the rock, and reminded us of all that had 
once stood there ! 

I must digress no more, or we shall never reach 
the smnmit. Within a few yards of it we were 
obliged to dismount, for the slaty rock was laid 
bare, and presented a surface so smooth and slip- 
pery that it was necessary for each one to trust to 
his own footing. We passed without any accident, 
and 

When we reach'd the mountain's brow, 

What a prospect lay below ! 

The rugged declivity by which we were to d^ 
scend, the plain, the conical pins of BenHabola, 
the lake of Rylemore, receiving their dark shadows 
on her bosom ; beyond lay other plains, and other 
mountains arose, enriched by the crimson tints of 
evening, and bounded by the Atlantic. If no stran- 
ger can behold this scene unmoved, what, think you, 
were the feelings of one returned from foreign wan- 
derings, whose eye had long, in vain, sought relief 
from the tameness of French vineyards, and the 
monotony of their pleasure gardens ? 
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The descent of the mountain's side was more 
dangerous than the ascent had proved, which we 
were at fidl leisure to remark, for our view, upon 
leaving the summit, was confined to the neighbour- 
ing mountains and the plain immediately before 
us. With us a plain is seldom a picturesque ob- 
ject. The proportion of cultivated land is small, 
compared with the wide extent of the bogs : we 
have few trees; and the cabins, although they must 
give -an interest to the scene, yet seldom add to its 
beauty. This remark is applicable, pretty generally, 
throughout Ireland. At this moment I recollect 
but one exception : it is between Carlow and Naas, 
on the Dublin road. To the right are the Wicklow 
moimt^ins, and to the left an extensive plain, well 
cultivated, sufficiently wooded, and watered by a 
pretty little river. It presents as fine a view as 
can be expected from any extent of level ground. 

The evening was now closing in apace, and we 
were not sorry to find ourselves once more upon a 
sound road, and the Carriage ready to convey us 
home. The day was, by one hour, too short for us. 
The last three miles were completely lost in the 
darkness of the evening. The murmur of the sea 
rising on the pebbled shore, heard more and more 
distinctly, gave notice that we were near the end of 

l2 
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our joamey, and we heartily rgoiced when we drove 
into the court-yard, over the heather, which, in the 
true spirit of a mountain welcome, the children had 
amused themselves in strewing before us. 

M. 
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LETTER XXI. 



KABCH. 



I NEVER cease to regret our ignorance of the Irish 
language. It completely shuts us out from that 
communication with the lower orders, so interest- 
ing in itself, and without which no accurate judge- 
ment is to be formed of the character of a nation. 
Can any thing be more cold or more dull than an 
interpreted conversation ? Even where your inter- 
preter is perfectly &miliar with both languages, 
you must be content with a mere skeleton dialogue, 
without either soul or spirit, from which all the 
nice touches of humour, and all the refined strokes 
of satire, all that gave force and originality, have 
faded away. How much worse is it when the inter- 
preter is but imperfectly acquainted with the lan- 
guage into which he undertakes to translate ! When, 
despairing of being able to render the force of 
peculiar idioms, he is content to give the bare 
meaning, stript of all poetical illustration, and 
you are obliged to receive, in half a dozen words. 
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the substance of an empassioned speech, which, ac- 
companied by the most animated gestures, you have 
been eagerly watching for a quarter of an hour. I 
sometimes ahnost lose my patience on these occa- 
sions, but of what avail is.it ? Very fortunate I may 
think myself, if I obtain the fiicts accurately report- 
ed, left to form my judgment like the wise Areopa^- 
gites of old, unbiassed by any flowers of rhetoric. 

I feel this privation of intercourse more particu- 
larly when I am following our country guides over a 
bog or across a mountain. Naturally a communica- 
tive people, they would willingly beguile the way, 
but, checked by want of words, they are reduced to 
answer all our eager inquiries by tardy monosylla- 
bles. Perhaps, too, their uncertain comprehension 
of our meaning makes them suspicious of being the 
objects of ridicule ; and, aware that our religious 
opinions differ from their own, they carefiilly avoid 
bringing into notice those local superstitions, con^ 
nected with anecdotes of traditional history^ which 
to me have always an appropriate charm that adds 
to the beauty of picturesque scenery. 

A narrow pass, where an entrance amid these 
mountains seems almost forbidden by the craggy 
overhanging rocks, and by the huge blocks of stone 
that lie scattered along the path, is the favourite 
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place of burial in this neighbourhood. A choice 
which it seems impossible to understand, without 
recalling the image of those daring spirits who, in 
centuries long since gone by, chose, in death, to 
occupy the spot which they were well prepared to 
defend with their latest breath. 

The valour, which seems natural to the inhabit- 
ants of a mountainous district, was encouraged 
among our ancestors by circumstances peculiar to 
Cunnemarra. Her barren heaths and tangled forests 
offered few inducements to the conquerors of Ireland 
to tempt the dangers of such a rugged warfare, and 
her wild hills became a irefiige for all the heroes of 
misfortune — all who preferred to breathe the air of 
liberty, in poverty and seclusion, rather than to sub- 
mit, ingloriously, to the rod of the oppressor. That 
it has been the haunt of rebels and outlaws of later 
times, is no reason that it should not have been the 
asylum of heroes of an earlier date. 

Distant as we are from courts and palaces, and 
cut off as we long were from civilized society, tUl 
we became a very proverb in Dublin, yet we had 
once our days of chivalry. The ruined towers are 
stiH standing which were once castles of renown, 
and black-letter manuscripts still preserve the fame 
of warriors whose armour glistened in their halls. 
The splendid court of Queen Elizabeth (although 
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Mi88 Aikin t^Us not of it), was once yuited by ^ 
rival heroine, one might almost swf a rival queen, 
from the West, — ^^ ditdsa del numdo uUima^ It- 
landd^-'-Hme to whose rule the whole mountain 
district was subject The islands also owned her 
sway, and many were the caatles which she hdd in 
possession. From my window I cim watch the last 
faint gleams of the western son, thrown upon three 
of these now desdate towers ; in ancient times all, 
perhaps, in turn the residence of this heroic dame. 
The nearest is situated upon our own. promontory. 
Its rude and desolated chavibers are marked by no 
vain ornaments of ar<^tecture; and its slight forti^ 
fications seem only fitted to resist the sadden incur- 
sions of an unpractised en^ny. Of the other two, 
seen in the distance, nothing now resiains but the 
lonely towers. 

One of these on Clare Idand was her favourite 
place of abode. It commanded the entrance of Clew 
b{|y,frQm which (piarter she was most exposed to the 
attacks of her enemies, and eigoyed a fine view of 
that ocean to which she was so much attached When 
her vessels rode at anchor there, the caUes were se- 
cured to her bedpost**-^ circumstance which is surely 
unique, and might have a picturesque elfect in baUad 
rhymes. 
* Tradition tells how gallantly she revenged herself 
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upon the earl of HowA, when reftised admittaiice 
into his castle nesr DuUin, where she had landed, 
after having been kept out at sea by stress of wea- 
ther. The ead, forsooth, was at dinner, and could 
not be disturbed. It was customary, she was told, 
to keep the gates shut at that hour, perhaps because 
no s^Btinel could be trusted to'keep guard at so in- 
teresidiig a moment. Protid Granawaile, in the true 
spirit of dbdvalry , resolved to return injury for injury, 
and insult for insult. The heir of Howth was playing 
without the castle walls. She beguiled the thought- 
less urchin with some flattering tale, carried him on 
board her fleet, and sought agion the western shore. 

I often please myself by picturing the little earl 
among die rude retainers of Granawaiie^s court; 
looking at all the savage honors of CurniemAita with 
as much astonishment as any little earl of the present 
day might express in a rimilar situation. 

How long his captivity lasted I do not rightly 
remesraber; lonlyknow that war was waged between 
the two parties, in which the valiant queen of the 
West proved victorious ; and her humbled fee was 
glad to redeem his son, upon condition that the gates 
of the castle of Howth should always stand open dur- 
ing the hour of dinner ; and lefrediment never be 
denied the weary traveller. 

M. 
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LETTER XXII. 

MAHCH. 

Will you take a trip with me to the north-west 
fishery ? The wind is Mr from the east, and the sky 
is unclouded. Time and tide wait for no man: 
another hour and the sky will perhaps be overcast ; 
it will come on to blow from the south east ; shifting 
round towards the west it wiU blow a hurricane ; 
and, finally, in about twenty-four hours, the weather 
wiU take up again with a stiffish breeze from the 
north. Such are the vicissitudes of our climate; 
and yet, amidst these incessant shiftings of the wind, 
we continue to pursue, from time to time, with every 
lull, the dangerous but lucrative emplo3rment of 
catching herrings, in boats not exceeding fifteen 
or sixteai feet in the keel, in defiance of the na- 
tural and artificial obstacles with which we have to 
contend. 

The herring is a very capricious fish : yet we ought 
not to complain ; for we benefitted from the annual 
visits of the tribe, for above thirty years previous to 
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1810. There are persons in this neighbourhood 
who remember to have seen three or four hundred 
sail of merchant vessels, in the great and little Killer- 
ies, and two slpops of war, for their {nrotection ; but, 
at the same time, they tell how Big Ned Joyce used 
to row from ship to ship to lay down the law, and 
settle the price of.henings for the poor fishermen. 
These, were halcyon days; but in the interval be- 
ti^een.lSlO jsnd 1832, whether it was from the wea- 
th^i:, or from the distance at which the fish passed 
our a>ast, vwy Uttle success was obtainedin the pur- 
si}itoi^hem; and they were said to have taken a dia. 
like to these bays, which they had }»evioiuly so 
much frequented. 

If, in. sober earnest, you ask me to account- for so 
re;markaUe a change, I can only answer, by acknow- 
led^png that the cause is for.beyond our ken; but if 
you ask one of our inteUigent natives, he will tdt 
you, that it was ^^ all owing to thegreat drowning^, 
which took plsoe about the year 1809*10. I had an- 
acqqujit of this meUndudy sccsne, from an eye wit- 
ness, as I was sailing with him very near the spat 
where it occurred. 

>^ Sure, your Honour,^ said he, ^^ il was a pitiftl 
thing to hear the poor fellows sereeching and drown- 
ing, and no one able to help them. There were all 
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the boftls of the comitrjr^ and all the ship^s boats, 
fifom theKilleries; and the night was not a very bad 
* night all out ; and we set our nets, just opporite the 
white lands, yoor Honour, and soon aft^ we set them 
it came on to blow, and the sea came very big; for 
your Honour knows that our sea that is so smooth 
now is up by times in half an hour, and the poor 
orotttis were striving to' save their nets, for wonldn^ 
it now be a great bss to the like of them to lose 
the fishery itself for the rest of the season, let alone 
the nets? And the boats began to drive agen each 
other, and they were all broke ; and there was such 
8a:«eching and crying out for help ; och, sure ! it was 
pitiful enough to hear them— the craturs ! There 
were two boats fiom one vessel, and the captain 
wanted tl^ men to fish, and they wooM nH fish at 
all, at all, your Honour, hose they said the night 
would oome on rou^; at last he persuaded them, and 
just went with them Mvwe^, and they were all drown- 
ed^ eviery one, baling die captain, who got on the 
heelofoneaftbeboals."" And how did yon get off 
yoisrsdf Paddy? ^^ Sore, I was picked up, your 
Hoatnir ; but the herrings left the coast ever sinc^^ 
ilTs they .thai newr come back for ten or twelve 
years, after a greafi drowning.^ 
M^;ht not a sober moralist, reasoning upon juster 
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principles perhspi thiD this poor man, condode that 
the extreme avance which tempted die fishermen to 
risk too much, was thus Tisited by the Gteat Ruler 
of all things ; first^by asevere pumshment on indivi- 
duals, and then, by vithdrairiag the benefit, as weH 
as the temptation, £rom the surviyors, Ibr whatrrrar 
time He might, in His wisdom, <«dain? Would diat 
it w^e viewed in this lij^t by the people them- 
selves, and that they would profit by the lesson thus 
awfiilly conveyed. 

It is certain that the fish Hi not return, in large 
shoals, until the year 1898; yet, in 1818 (some pro- 
fit still arising firom the Boffin herring fishery) I was 
induced to fit out a pleasure vessd, which I then 
kept, in hopes that her winter^s industry would al- 
low me the use of her, in summer, free of expense. 

She was very nearly lost in her first trip, going 
into the harbour of Ennis Boffin. It was blowing 
a whole gale at the time : owing to some neglect of 
the mate, the riggingwas not properly secured; and 
her mainsail became unmanageable, at a critical 
moment, when it was necessary to luff up to the an^ 
chorage, after wearii^ to gain As narrow entrance. 
By letting go our anchor, whidi we afterwards fiMmd 
only held by about an inch of the 4ue, that ftr« 
tuBately got into a chink in the osdi, we brought 
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up vkiliin a boat^s length of the breakers, on a lee 
shore, imd weresaved 6dm ahnost inetitaMe dedtmc- 
tion. The shore was crowded with people, not en- 
deavouring to atbrd asmtaatiee — ^n<jt bringing down 
ropes, and other gear, that might have been ^er- 
nceable to the distressed mariners ; but idlj await- 
ii^ what God might please to send thein of the 
iressd they saw in BvtA imminent dsfnger. One 
shore boat only, of many that weite within reach, put 
off to our aid ; but she would do nothing without a 
previous bargain ; and, as we sooh got out our own 
long-boat, and had the afisilStan^e of the ^lly-boat of 
the revenue barge, by fixing a warp on the weather 
side of the bay, we were enabled to place ourstelves 
in safety, witihout the asinstiance of these ungenerous 
isknders. 

At the moment of the most inimiilent daii^er, the 
master, who had beeif a smuggler 6ti the coast, was 
g^ng to beat the mate for hifil neglect, and was,' fot 
a time, more amdous to giir6 foe back the money he 
had with him for Ae pitrohifee offish, thari to assist 
i» saving the vessd. I bad therefor^ to tal:^ th^ 
command myself, to i^^^ncH^ the <!»ntei^ng pdf- 
lieB, anrik, after abont sis hduris of jeopardy, break- 
fosted^ in saft^, at three ^clodk ifr tte aft^oon. 

Litlie moret^n twelve lidurs after, it canie 6h to 
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blow 9till harder fro9i the Mine qtutrler ; and, to- 
wards evening, the gale increaaed, and shifted until 
it blew a hurricane from the west In the mid& 
of the night, with two anqhoxs a4iead, just aa I had 
sought a little rest, we began to driig» 4uid soenaAer 
I heard the cry of ^^ Afl hands on dedc"" The jd6- 
yenue barge had broke from h^ moorinp, and had 
passed us on her way towa^r^B the Bh<»re. .^le was 
prevented reaching it by another vessel, whidn die 
almost swamped. We dra^^ worse than ev^, and 
soon found that the barge hawser waa rawing our 
cable in two : we w^re obhgied to cut h^ awi^r, and 
let go a large sailing boat that was alongside of 
us ; an49 at last, rode out the gale en our smallest 
anchor ifnd eonallest cable* 

These adventures were not encouraging, you will 
allow, to a beginner. Fleasure-boating in the chan^ 
nel, is very different from pleasure-boating on the 
west poast of Ireland. The public o^ht to be 
awail^e of ^t; i^^d the legislature as well as ihepuUic* 
In the hfit act for the encouragement of th^ deep 
sea fishery, it waa decided, that the vesselis deanng 
out for the bounty, must fish at sea, six)^. siiccessiye 
days in tbeipoter, without nmnw^ in ^gc^ upaa» 
an extreme emergency. Now we, ''lumg ^hore mm^ 
are well aware that there are no sixty successive 
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days, in the winter half-year, that is firom October 
.until April, both indusiye, in which it would be 
safe for any vessel to be at sea, within forty or fifty 
leagues of the land ; within which distance the fish 
are always caught. A &ct which might easily have 
been ascertained, frcnn the log-books of the cruixens 
stationed on the coast. 

The island of Boflin is about three leagues to the 
westward of the hill of Renyyk, and nearly opposite 
Ckggane. It is a large and tolerably fertile, though 
rugged, island, belonging to the earl of Clanrickard. 
His Id^ minority, die ruin of the middle-man, and 
the partial failure of the fishery, has caused distress 
beyond calculation to its inhabitants. *^ There ought 
to be,^ as the people here say, about two hundred 
snug femilies on the ishmd. I question whether one 
in ten has plenty, even of the few things that an 
Irish peasant deems the necessaries of life. 

At the entrance of Boffin haibourare the remains 
of a fine casde and keep, which formerly commanded 
the anchorage as well as the entrance. Icanscarcdy 
conceive a place better fitted for the residence of a 
pirate, in days of yore, when the coast of Ireland 
was Mttk known, and when Cunnemarra was almost 
inaooesfiible firom the interim. 

H. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



MARCH. 



It 19 a pxetty agfaft, aa tbe fitm is about to sel, to 
see the Uttl^ boat9 puah out 6n»n the Aore to dvop 
their n^ts ; .which they must not do until after he 
has mmk bei|e«th the hoiison. The anxiety of the 
po<Nr fiebcarmen tp gidn the best situation^ nudced 
by 0^ s^a^idity of their movementSy gives life and 
buj^le to d^e scene ; which may well be compared to 
the. ^bours cf the little emmets, who are so much 
pr»^ for .their industiy. Aa soon as the nets ai^ 
set, the boats return, and do. not again visit them 
until the m<am]ng, jttst b^ce sun-xise. The law 
has wisely dct^rmiia^ that the day should be left 
free, for tbe hemn0» to pass and repass, for it is an 
almost aclmowledged fact, that oi^ day's fishing 
wi^ ^tir% fiiighten a dioal of herripgs.from the 
«Wt, 

Wh^ the boirts return loaded to the shoreyuomr 
bers of cadgers or dealers, with th^r small homes, 
and large .baskets, collect round the landing-place, 

M 



purchasing the fish at prices infinitely variable; one 
day 38. per hund^, the next perhaps not so many 
pence. This difference of price does not altogether 
arise from a difference in the quantity of fish taken, 
although tt might appear the most obvious way of 
accounting for such a circumstance : the real cause 
is, the want of proper stores of salt ; which, while the 
present duty remains as a clog upon the importer, 
we are very unlikely to have along this coast, at so 
great a distance fr«n the inland trade. It is true 
that a drawback is allowed to the fish-«urer, but he 
will not venture to enter lai^y into speculations, 
which would oblige him to remove his salt backwards 
and forwards, as the fish move from place to place, 
at the imminent risk of forfeiting his drawback, or 
his bond, if the salt be bonded, unless he complies 
with the exact letter of the law. Indeed very few 
persons, except in towns, attempt to take advantage 
of the remission of duty, and the townsmen from 
their local situation, can seldom salt the &A uirtil 
the second, third, or fourth day after they are caught ; 
which is the chief reason of the difference in quaUty 
so manifest in the Scotch and Irish herrings. In the 
mean time, the poor fisherman can have no benefit 
from the drawback, but, <m the contrary, he is in- 
jured by it ; for so hmg as he is obliged to purchnse 
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his smaH store of sak, with the duty in^dl force, 
at a {nrioe oRea ten, eleveii, or twelre faimdred per 
cent. aboTe frime cost, the fish carer must have hho 
at his mercy ; aad consequently, the price at which 
the hertings are sometnnes soUt on this coast is ridi« 
cdbusly low ; so low, indeed, that millions are left 
to rot on the diore as not worth the trouble of taking 
away. Were die dnty to be removed, salt might 
be brou^t, in barrels, fit for curing fish, into all 
our bays and creeks ; and it would be greedily pur- 
chased by the poor, who would find it their ad- 
vantage to prepare before hand for the fishery, were 
it in their power so to do. The barrel of salt 
would cost about IO9., barrel incluisive, and would 
cure about three thousand herrings: the price of 
which would be firom ^3 to £^ 108. ; so that the 
poor man,, by an advance of 10«. would not only 
secure to his famfly that desirable luxury, the her- 
ring, but woidd also obtain a considerable profit, 
which is now within his view, but beyond his reach. 
The fitting out of boats for the fishery is rather 
expensive. Each boat generally belongs to four 
persons in partnership, and costs, with oars and 
ropes, from £S to <£ 10. Each man provides a 
share of net, difiering in length, depth, and mesh, 
according to the place in which they intend to fish ; 

M 2 



164 

Bo£Gb lequmng a harge mesh and a deep net; the 
JSSUeries requiring one smaller and shallower. Each 
man'^s share costs firom three to four guineas; and 
there is seldom a season in which many of the nets 
are not lost, or so much injured as to be rendered 
useless. Whenever it comes on to blow, the gear 
of perhaps one hundred boats bq^ to drag, and 
gets entangled, and then whoever comes first cuts 
away to save his own; and, as things are now, 
it is impossible to prevent this mischie£ The 
inspector of fisheries for our district lives at West- 
port, which is not less than twenty-eight Irish miles 
(about thirty-five English) firom the fishing-ground ; 
and in the neighbouring district the officer is nearly 
as fiir removed. 

In truth, if we except the quays and the mari- 
time survey of the coast, both now in progress, I 
never have been able to ascertain what good has 
been done by the fishery board. There are cer- 
tainly very few of the poor fishermen who are even 
aware of its existence. The articles that were given 
out in the scarce year were in general so paltry 
and so few, in comparison with the wants of the 
people, that they excited a feeling of contempt 
rather than of gratitude. If there must be an 
inspector, let him reside near the fishing-ground : 
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let him have the juriadiction, and perform the 
duties of a water-faaili£^ in which he could be sup- 
ported by the civil power and by the water-guard. 
Beyond this (except perhaps the branding casks 
for foreign markets), our fisheries require no such 
assistance; and the best encouragement which 
could be given, would be the free importation of 
die raw material, salt. If all the trammels which 
now enchain the poor fishermen were thus removed, 
we might soon hope to see the west of Ireland one 
of the most flourishing portions of the empire. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



OuB little colony has been in a state of great ex- 
citement this last week or ten days. The means of 
acquixing both wealth and glory hav^ been placed 
before ma eyes, and we have failed of obtaining 
either. The disappointment, you may suppose, 
was no slight one ; and, trust me, the ladies are 
not to blame. All our powers of eloquence were 
exerted, and had the world been fifty years badk- 
warder in civilization, you might have heard of our 
seizing the harpoon and the oar, and emulous of 
the noble daring of Granawaile, going forth our- 
selves to encounter the unwieldy monsters of the 
deep. A whale hunt would have been an amuse- 
ment at once novel and interesting, and the de- 
scription might, perhaps, have afforded some grati- 
fication to the curiosity of a Londoner. But, alas! 
bound by the iron bands of decent custom, we 
have been obliged to remain, as patiently as might 
be, in a state of inglorious inactivity, and have 
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seen the whales, after disporting themselves un- 
molested within gun-shot of our shores, retire to 
the sheltering caverns of the deep, without lifting 
a hand against one of them. His Honour^s absence 
at this critical moment was particularly unfortu- 
nate ; had he been at home, an attempt, at least, 
would have been made to secure a part of the 
offered spoil; but not even this could be obtained 
from the trembling natives. We sent for the 
stoutest and best fishermen on the coast, one who 
has acquired the patronymic of Long Tom, and by 
his gigantic stature would seem to claim kindred 
with the big Joyces. We endeavoured to rouse 
Ms spirit to the enterprise, and when he olgected his 
utter ignorance on the sulgect, we- took down a 
volume of Rees^s Cyclopaedia, and gave him., at 
fiiU length, a receipt to catch a whale ! But all in 
vain— the poor man, it is true, dared not reftise 
compliance; but it was evident that he shrunk 
from the dangers of luknown warfeure, and happily 
for him, before his boat and tackle could be made 
ready for active service, a gale came on from the 
north-west, and our visitors retired to deeper seas. 

It was indeed a curious sight, and it was with 
fadings that cannot easily be expressed that we stood 
for hours on the cliil^ with our telescopes, watching 
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for the appearance of these monsters, and eagerly 
catching the momentary glimpse that was afibrded 
us. What we actually saw was very littk ; but ima- 
gination readily filled up all that was wanting of 
the enormous bulk of this living mountain. Several 
were seen rising at the same time among the differ- 
ent islands; the spouting of the water was easily dis- 
tinguished from the white surf, which was thrown 
up from rocks concealed beneath the surface of the 
water ; but it did not rise higher than the foam fre- 
quently does, and on this point the effect was much 
inferior to the terrific grandeur with whidi our fimcy 
had represented them, rising from the dark bosom 
of the waves, to spout forth a column of water se- 
veral fathom in height. Two or three boats ven- 
tured out from some of the neighbouring islands, 
but they kept at a very respectfol distance, and, 
upon their return, told such alarming tales of the 
danger they hadrun of having their frail bark upset, 
by a toudbof the monster^stail, as effectually damp- 
ed the courage of their less daring companions. 
One of the cruizers fired a gun in passing, but with- 
out much effect : the animal scarcely seemed to no- 
tice the attack, and, without putting himself to in- 
convenience, by any unusual d^pree of haste, sunk 
quietly into the lap of his mother ocean. 
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We indulged to the last a hope, which was not 
however realized, that a wounded one might be 
thrown upon the shore, and thus placed within oor 
grasp. The same accident, which roused the idle 
guests of Magnus Troil, occurred in Clare Island, 
whe3*e <me of them got into the shallow waters of the 
retiring tide, and was nearly exhausted before his 
efforts to recover the deqper channel were success- 
fill; but it did not appear that the unenterprising 
idandeiB had made any attempts to detain him. 

It is now five years since the inhabitants of Cun- 
nemarra were enriched by this most valuable of 
Neptune^i gifts. A Spermaceti whale was then 
stranded on the shores of Roundstone Bay. The 
ebbing waves left him at the mercy of his enemies, 
who found considerable difficulty in compassing his 
death, even while he lay unresistingly before them. 
They were at last obliged to have recourse to a 
hatchet, which was hammered into his skull, and, 
even aft;er this barbarous but necessary operation, 
the poor animal lingered five hours before life could 
be erpelled from the huge carcase. It measured 
seventy-two feet in length, sixteen feet in thick- 
ness, and seventeen feet between the two forks of 
the tail. Some of the flesh was eaten by the poor 
people, and pronounced to resemble coarse beef. 
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The Spdrmftoeti whales having teeth faistead of 
whalebone, the only part which is of any use is the 
oil. The value of this, which was <£ 1200, would 
have been much greater, but for the ignorance of 
the people who suffered a considerable quanti^ to 
escape before they were aware of its value. Fart 
of the head is still preserved at Ballynahinch, and 
would you not have heea pleased to walk, as we 
^d, up its fearfully extended jaws, efxamining the 
Spermaceti, which still continues to oose out, and 
forming, by comparison, our own judgment of the 
vast propcMrtions of this marine monster? 

M. 
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I,ETTER XXV. 

AFBIL. 

Among all the striking peculiaritiM vUch arrett 
the attoitioii of an English stranger, on his fiiat 
▼isit to Ireland, there is none, I have often thought, 
that most at once excite such surprise, and lead the 
mind to such sad and sober reflection, as the hostile 
feelings of the majority fii the people towards the 
lav of the land. They will make use of its stnmg 
arm occasionally to oppress an inferior, or to wreak 
their vengeance on an equal; but they nevor look 
to it with the feelings which an Englishman che- 
rishes ; they have not learnt to r^ard it as the pro- 
tector of their persons and properties, and the guar- 
dian of their dearest rights and liberties. From 
the rebellious code of Ribandism, which dooms him 
to destruction who ventures to appeal to the tribun- 
als of justice against the hand of midnight viol^ice, 
to the easy good nature of the peasant, who, without 
advantage to himself, assists his neighbour in con- 
cealing the kfig of illicit whiskey, or the bale of 
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smuggled tobacco, the spirit is the same. The hand 
of the law has been against eveiy man,-— and now, 
every man'*s hand is, in turn, raised against the law. 
But it is not for me to lead you back in the trodden 
path of History, to point out the wrongs which poor 
Ireland has received at the hand of her conquerors. 
You know that her sons were once hunted, like wild 
beadts, through the woods of Connaught ; and where 
18 ibe wonder then, if they fiiiled to recc^nise a bene- 
fiurtor, when they beheld, it is true, laws and civil- 
isatioB in one hand, bat in the other a frightful 
accompaniment of whips and scourges ? Need I re- 
mind you that until the reign of James I., who, 
perhaps never more truly than on this point de- 
served the title of the English Sobmon, the poor 
Iridi pleaded in vain to be governed by the English 
law? This was a fiivour granted only to a few; 
idiile the majority of the natives, the mere Irish as 
they were disdainfiilly termed, were denied a parti- 
dpation in the rights and privileges of English sub- 
jects ; and were thus compelled to govern themselves 
by their own barbarous usages and customs ; while 
they were exposed, almost without protection, to the 
outrages of their more favoured neighbours. 

A more enlightened policy has at length succeed- 
ed to these days of dariiness; and let us hope that 
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after a time the govemon^ and the goremed will 
fofm bat one people. Meanwhile it ia curious to 
obsenre the effect which these circumstances have 
produced on the minds of this naturally acute and 
intelligent people. As they carried on a continual 
war&re against the law, and all its ministers, it be^ 
came necessary that they should be acquainted with 
its intricacies, and estimate well the terrors of its 
sanctions. And this they have done. The lower 
orders of Irish, though an uneducated, axe not an 
uninformed people; and upon this subject, which is 
of such vital importance to them, they often show s 
knowledge, not only of the common points, but also 
of the technical niceties, which is far beyond any 
thing that would be met with in an English peasant. 
They understand exactly how far they may go with- 
out hazaoding the ammadyernon of a magistrate; 
and often as they exceed the bounds of moderation^ 
yet still oftener do they venture upon the very verge, 
and there stop short, to the surprise and admiratioa 
of all spectators. 

We had an instance of this the other day, which 
excited no small int^est in our little kingdom. 
Within the last twelvemonth, a great deal has been 
done towards putting down the smugj^liiig trade; 
which was finmerly carried on here to an extraoidir 
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naiy extent, and almosf with inpimity. The diU- 
genoe of the cruiz^ra, and &£ the preventive service, 
has heen such, that since hist November, only aae 
vessel haa been aUe to land hercai^ inthisdistr^, 
which extends from Achill to Sline Head. A det^* 
mined attempt was to be made, a few weeks since, 
and our first infonnatioit of it was, by hearing that 
a parly of two hundred men were assanbled at the 
EiUeries. As there was no station <^ water-goaid 
in that harbour, it was judged to be the most con- 
venient spot ; and had not the wind proved so b(»a» 
terous on theappomted night, as to render it impoa- 
fiiUe for the vessel to make towards tli^ shore, their 
olgect would, doubtless, have been accomplished. 
Boats were ready to asast in landing the cargo, and 
in the course of the night, it would have been con- 
veyed, on menu's shoulders, through one or two of 
our mountain passes. One difficulty, however, falL 
lowed upon another. As soon as the circumstance 
becsme knowi^ a temporary stalion was jdaced in 
the Killeries, and the plan was thus frustrated. A 
irmk or ten days elapsed before the smuggler yielded 
the point, and sov^t an easier landing*place to the 
north ; and during the whole of limt time, a body 
of two hundred men was in readiness ; and not the 
same men, which shews the extent of the comUna- 
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tioA) for every two or tliree dfty» tbey were retieved 
by a fresh guard. Amaagit time were samt re- 
ipeetable people sons of tradesmen in the neigh- 
bouring towns of Westport, Newport, or Castlebar. 
Potatoes rose from 2d. toSd. per stone, which was 
some little gain for our poor mountaineers ; and this 
body of men was allowed to remain assembled, ob- 
vious as it was that thdar object was in open defiance 
of the laws. In fiict it would, I suppose, have be^ 
no easy matter to disperse them, without the aid of 
an insurrection act; his Majesty^s liege subjects 
having an undoubted right to travel from one part 
of the kingdom to another; and if it should become 
the frshion of all ranks to virit Ctmnemana, what 
legsl opposition can be made to those who undertake 
the journey P 

The contraband trade has never enjoyed the same 
advanti^es in England that it does here. Instead 
of being carried on by a midn^ht gang of desperate 
characters and fortunes, it was, till within these few 
years, supported by many of the g^i^men in this 
part of the country, connived at by the rest, and ac- 
tually become a part of the employment of the pea- 
santry. I could mention more than one family in 
^he province who have gained property, and some 
dtgiM of consequait rvak by their suceess in this 



176 

tmdei I could mention too, it is with grief I b$y 
it, tbe niuaea of fiome «moDg the .clergy, who haw 
not scrupled to stain their hands with this nnholjr 
gain. 

The conceabnoit c^ these smuggled goodfl, as 
soon as th^ are landed, and the conveyance of them 
afterwarda to their fiurdier destinati<m> gives etennse, 
you may well bdieye, to the ingem^ of our pe»* 
aants. All along this coast there are mmieronaav* 
tiyficial caye9> which serv e as sfc^rehouaes $ and whicii 
are bo nicely constructed^ as completely ito^ elude, the 
search of the revenue officers, except when informa- 
tion ia obtained of the exact spot. One of. these 
gaitlqmen told us, the oth^ day, that he was not 
long sinAe walking in a church**yard m tbe Isle of 
Arran, suspecting that a prize was within his reaeh^ 
tbopgh beycmd his ken. The country, peiople, wdl 
awime of his purpose^ stood by in easy security* He 
was baffled in his attempt at discovery, althou^ he 
fd^Kftly after hcnard that hundnads of bales were^ at 
that vezy time^ buried beneath his feet. These caves 
«^ in:the shape of a reversed Imipel; the low^paity 
^\iQh neaches to a oonaidarable depths is excavated 
^^191 a large and commodious stoi^; tibeiqrpef 
p^ being just large enough to admit a bale of i/Ch 
baoco, is Uned with wood, and covered with a wooden 



177 

top. Over this lid, which is itself at some depth 
fit)]n the sm&ce of the soil, is a thick layer of stones, 
then of sand, and agm of earth ; so that, if any 
suspecting person were to thrust a stick into the 
earth, which is in itself unlikdy, as the turf is fitted 
over the opening with the nicest care, yet the spot 
would be betrayed'by no hollow sound which might 
confirm his suspicions. By this means, a large cargo 
may be landed, and safely stowed away, beyond reach 
of the ai^us eyes of the custom**house offices, in the 
course of a few hours. This was effected the other 
day, under favour of a diversion, which was made 
by a gentleman of the country ; whether purposdy 
or not I will not venture to determine, as the cir- 
cumstances took place beyond the boundaries of 
Cunnemarra. A ccmsiderable chieftain, whom public 
report accuses of being very favourably inclined to 
the trade, made an expedition into the highland dis* 
tricts, accompanied by some of the police, and call* 
ing his tenants together, pompously harangued them 
upon the wickedness of such unlawfiQ practices, as- 
suring them, all that might be said to the contrary 
notwithstanding, that he was resolved to uphold the 
laws^ and put an end to illicit trade. At the very 
time that this loyal and patriotic oration was being 
pronounced, and while aH, or rather while the disy 

N 
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idfeoted tathe Dntch^ were engaged m UBtemng to 
« discourae, wkieh may be supposed to have bad, at 
least, the dianii of novelty, the cngo iji ihe smngw 
gler was qniedy landed, and disposed of on the :of^ 
posito ade of the iskmd. 

If we cannot commend the hones^ of this ma- 
nceaTire, we may at least admive its ingenni^ ; and 
Mtch indeed is the bias of the national charact^. 
The people have too mnch wsimth of fimcy and 
imagination to follow the beaten track ; and ifbsfe 
any artifice is required, they wiH generally ootrtrm 
to throw a little more himiour and inyention into 
die plot than is absolutely necessary for its success. 
A laughable drcumstance occurred, not many jexts 
since, in a neighbouring vOli^. A revenue officer^ 
from whom we heard the tale, was informed, that 
much valuable booty was concealed in a c^tain 
cabin. He went to the place ; die cabin witis seardbed^ 
but in vain. He demanded admittanoe into the in^ 
het room — ^*^ Sure, your Honomr, isn^t the poor aa^ 
tor diere, and only brought to bed this morning? 
Is it there your Honour thinks we^d be after putting 
any thing ?^ — ^^ Oh well now!** he answa^, enter- 
ing into their humour, ^^ I am a father myself, and 
tiiere's nothing in the wide world I am so fond ef 
as a little baby.^ But the room was not fit for his 
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Hcnunir to ester ; the hqr wasf ki8t, and. the pocor 
manam wast too ill to be dktuibed— 4ii Bhort, it waa 
notL till tike offiorr^ peEWBtmg in hia cbaritaUeintan- 
tioaa of gi'ving hk hhaaBg to the new^bom unfant^ 
set hia foot to the door, and. threatwied to bmat it 
o|icii, that it wia unlocked. The poor woman within 
was pfonQimeed to look wondoifaUy well coBBideiuig 
her sitiu^ott ; but aa no baby waa fovthoiuniBgy ahe 
waa ordflBed to jump out of bed, a command whidi 
ahe obeyed with aU celerity, and abandoned tbeee 
easea ef Madeira wine to the paternal graap of the 



It ian«t always, however, that the conteata between 
the people and tbeundevlingaof the hiw are soeaaily 
or aoamioaUy a^usted. Foroe ia aometknea tried 
inatead of conning ; and the reaiilt ia too oft«a fiital 
to some of tbe unhappy partiea. While we were 
Hiring in the county of Mayo, I remembw one mem* 
h^ aeeings pasty of armed men leave the cemcv of 
die yaad, and file acioaa the lawn, without the least 
anpeaoBHice of heaitation. Surpriaed at an intxUn^Mn 
idnch,. in England, would ha'w been deemed ei:ti»> 
ocdinaiy,. we inquired who and what they weie, and 
wne told Aat it waa a party of revenue officers who 
faftdbeen in aearch of a alillitt work, and, having sue* 

n2 
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needed in the caqpture, were takii^ the shertest poft- 
piUe way to the main road, lest they shodd be 
jsuiroimded by the country people, who were gather- 
ing in all dixections. On looldng round to a greater 
diitanoe, we perceived that their apprehensionB were 
well founded. The spoils, eonsbtuig of a still, and 
laxge iron pot, now came up, with a dttedilnent of 
the military, on a oar which had been pressed into 
the service. His Ijonoor not being at that time a 
QUfgistiate, could do nothing; but wishing to as* 
certain whether any resistance had taken place, he 
entered into conversation with the revenue offieer, 
9nd walked with him to the end of the avenue. On 
his return, he' was assailed by the wives and fiiends 
of the parties who had been losers in the game of 
that unfortunate morning) who, with true finnale 
eioqiience, entreated him to interfere fiir the re* 
covery of the iron pot. '^ Sure, your Hendnr, ita 
of no use anyway to the ganger; and it will be u£ 
eveiy use to us : aiid if your Honour would but 
ask, you could get us back the pot, kt akne any- 
thing else that your Honour pleases.^ It need not 
be remarited that he was obliged to refuse their peti^ 
tion ; the very effining it evidently proved that th^ 
did not consider what the; had done as a a&Boti 
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bat only estimated the calamities of the morning by 
the inconyemence they were likely to suffer, in the 
loss of thdr utensils* 

A lew days afterwards we had an opportunity of 
seeing a stiU darker side of the picture. Some shots, 
which had been heard at no great distance, again 
led us to inquire into the circumstances which had 
glren rise to them, and we found that a party of 
the militaiy, on their return from such an expedi- 
tion, had been surrounded by a mob, who forced 
them to take reftige in a gravel pit, and there as- 
sailed them with stones, until they were obliged to 
fire in their own defence. Several of the shots took 
eflkct, and one of them on a poor fellow who lived 
elose to our house, and who was not, I believe, at 
all ccmcemed in the assault. Be that as it may, he 
had received two or three gun-shot wounds, of which 
he died almost immediately. I shall not easily for- 
get the account his Honour gave of his visit to the 
cottage, where he went to ascertain the real cause 
of the poor man^s death, of which there were, of 
course, many contrachctory accounts. He found the 
fSunily in the extremity of grief; the corpse had 
been just laid out, and preparations were making 
for the wake. The interior of the cabin had been 
made as neat as the time would allow ; a clean linen 
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pall earned the bed on iiUdi the ticthn by; and 
the priest, in his offidal garments, was ready to 
perform his sacred duties. Many of the nmghboars 
xrete aseisting, and on the countenanoes of the men 
was particularly impressed a deep feeling of grief 
and indignation. If the young man had not, in 
reality, been engag^ in the assault, or persimally 
concerned with the still, such would have been the 
natural feeling in any country ; but, in Ireland, his 
active opposition to the excise laws would not, for 
a moment, balance the loss of life. A fiither or a 
aon, the support or the hope of his family, was sud- 
denly snatched away — as for a crime— ^^ Sure, your 
Honour, it was bo fiiult of hia any way ; but the 
ganger, bad ludk to him, was just after coming in 
at the^ wrong time"*. 

M. 
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LETTER XXVI, 



AFBIL. 



There has been much outcry about the unequal 
distribution of justice in Ireland; and it has been 
asserted that the Roman Catholics do not receive an 
equal measure with the Protestants. This remark 
may be true in the northern and eastern parts of the 
kingdom, but it does not apply to the county of 
Gralway, where there is little or no religious distinc- 
tion, and where the fountain of justice has never 
been sullied by the unchristian spirit of intolerance. 
It is, however, but too true, that, in many cases, 
the rich man is above, and the poor man below, the 
law ; while the one can trample on it with impunity, 
the other can evade it without difficulty; and safe 
in the approbation of the multitude, laughs at the 
parade of justice whidi he sees arrayed against lmn« 
When any one is so unfortunate as to fall into the 
dutches of a rich and ill-tempered neighbour, no 
pains will be spared to make him feel the undue 
power usurped by the magistrate, provided it can be 
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done without bringing him to trial, for, wh^n befoxe 
God and his country, the chances of escape Are 
nearly ten to one in his favour. The legal opp^s- 
sions which are exercised by those who have no real 
interest in the welfare of the people, are beyond all 
calculcations; and from those who are acting under 
the bw, and by the law, no redress is to be expected. 
It would sound strange to English ears wece it a 
constant subject of comj^aint that cattle, bdonging 
to one man, were driven to pound, and sold for the 
debt of another ; yet, in some parts of Ireland, thia 
is almost an every-day occurrence ; and although it 
may generally be attributed to the leases which are 
granted in common, yet it is not seldom that the 
head rent is demanded firom the cottier tenant after 
he has paid the whole amount due to the immediate 
landlord. These circumstances give rise to numer-* 
ous violations of the law, and oftentimes to desperate 
af&ays, breaking open of pounds, and gtealing of 
cattle by the owner ; but. even when the poor man is 
clearly the iiyured party he will not venture to seek 
for legal redress against his superior. '^ Is it to go 
to law with a jantleman ? Sure, little chanoe^ould 
there be for the like of me^, is the constant ex« 
clamation of resignation or despair — and they are 
right, for the expense and uncertainty of litigation. 
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woald, in 6ueh cases, be a greater evil thaii sub- 
Buissioii. 

"Can we tJien wonder, trampled upon as our pea- 
santry certainly are, that tfaey think it no crime to re- 
taliate by every species of petty depredation, which 
can be derised by the most ingenioiis people in the 
woi4d P I have often known instances, in which, in 
cKrect violation of all prindples of justice and equity, 
th^ powerful protection of the person suffering from 
saeh depredation has been extended to his depend* 
aaits, while punishment awaited the delinquents, 
who had not that happy privilege; and that, too, 
without the possibility of the magistrate's interfer- 
ence to prevent the flagrant injustice of such a se- 
lection. One case is worth your notice; but, I must 
tell you, that it did not occur in the county* of 
Galway. 

It is^ not common in the West to see a field of 
turnips, and a field of turnips is an object of great 
attraction to the peasant. The women, especially, 
are very fond of them ; and, all the world over, what 
the women require the men must endeavour to pro- 
cure. The chief use that is made of this vegetable 
is in the Manufacture of colquit, or colcannon, other- 
wise turnips, or caMbage, mashed up with pota- 
toes — a cottage delicacy^ ibr the attainment of which 
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Biaiiy hujidied fehmieft have hem owumtted ; bui k 
is not for this alone that the turnips are re(|iimd. 
Abuldier has been known to seU^ev^ to thelietter 
wMTtof peo^^e, a feg of mattCNQ, in the open aiiaki^ 
on the strength of the turnips which he gave n«tioe 
were growing in the master^s park. To .retum to 
my i9tory: s(»ne time ago a gmtloman had been 
pMStioalady anxious in the cultiYation oi two or 
Azee ao^es of fine Norfolks, which he had continu- 
ed to guard by sentinels, who relieyed eadb oUitr 
at stated intervals, until they were fit to pull. They 
were regular in attending to their posts, and all waa 
deemed safe ui^ the light nights in the middjLe of 
October. Then, indeed, an army was brougjit into 
l^e field, finr beyond their powers of resistance; and, 
ftferange as it mny appear to you, the produce of 
above an acre, about forty tons, was carried off, on 
oars, carts, and horses, in the course of a night. 
Heating of the circumstance, a mi^gi/stiate, of the 
new school, thought it right to make sevioinqoity; 
and, having received the necessary iBf(»matiQn, 
BMide a fiuecess&l search for the deUa^entSt One 
or two persons wete aununarily oonvi<^^d of having 
the spoils in thek possession; bat^ at last, it was 
diaoo^ered that the labourers employed by the 
gmitfaman w»e the aidets and abettors, if .not die 
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prindpak) in the Bcmdido^ ifaiiflaetioD ; tad -m 
soon n» thu was known,- liinher profleeution wasab; 
vabitdy dedined ; and the magiaMte was oUigad to 
kave )tt0 fiaend to be robbed jnat as nueh aa ha 
Aooght pwfer to aUow. 

Some time aftenrards the same geatknian eoni«- 
pkubned bitterly to me ^ the dishonesty of his 
dependantu ^wMch, probably, will not eacito yanr 
aetMiiflhmeht), and moitioned a striking instanoe; 
Twio or three fine stacks of 'vdieat, which, with ns^ 
are made up on ^rmind stands, in the Scoleh flwhimij 
had been careAilly (as he thoiq;ht) xcserrod tatUrn 
winter. On taking them down to tlnash, it 'was 
discovered that they had been gixtted of their.esil- 
tents, and the hdlows £Hed mA stew. Tte 
sheaves had beea pulled out fiom below, leafing 
the same appearance to llie exterior as when first 
stacked in the yard. Those persons who onght to 
have been aware of what was going on, bad pro- 
bably conniTed at it either from fear of detection 
in other small matters, or for ^^ a consideradon.^ 

It must be confessed, that in all the aberratiaBs 
whidi are daily taking jkace from the strict path of 
justice, a much larger share of blame must be 
attributed to the goitry than to the peasants. 
Am<mg the upper classes, that high standard of 
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integrity, without which a man of birth and educa- 
tion cannot be a gentleman, has given way before a 
general system of comiplion. I have the happiness of 
knowing some who are honourable exceptions, and 
receive their full measure of reward, in the respect 
with which they are treated by their fellow-cituens; 
but it is still melancholy to reflect that little differ- 
ence is made in oar general society ; and that Aere 
is, as yet, no eflfectual bar against the influence of 
rank and riches, whatever may be the private 
diaraeter of liie individuid. YiHiile this is the case, 
while auch examples are contmually before them, 
how can you expect that the distinctions between 
right and wrong should be strictly observed by the 
lower ardetSy who are accustOBObed to lode up to their 
siperiors almost as the gods of their idolatry? 
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LETTER XXVII. 



APBIL. 



So rapid ate the advances that Itdand is4it pvo^ent 
ioaldiig toirasda that dvificalion which wiH enable 
herto.takci her proper rank among dke natbna of 
Europe^ that there is great reason to apptdmd 
lest, fifty years hence, nmny of the customs and 
characters of die present day should be lost in real 
hfe, and the works in which they are preserved be 
rq^asdcad as idle dreaas and fictions. Poor Terence^ 
and ihe inhabitants of Castle Badkssnt will be 
known only in the admirable tales of Miss Edge^. 
worth; and our grand-children will, perhaps, ad- 
mire the fertility of her imagination in delineating 
fimcied characters, as much as we applaud her truth 
and exactness in copying from nature. The race 
of true old-fashioned Irish gentlemen is in great 
danger of becoming speedily extinct. We see them 
drop one by one into the grave, full of years and 
fiill of claret, while none succeed to their, honours, 
^^ no sire is equalled by bis son.^ Some few there 
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aie who, with liberal minds and cultivated imder- 
ataadiiigs, make it the busmess and the happness 
«f their lives to improve their estates and ameliorate 
ihe condition o£ their tenantry ^ while others inherit 
the vices of thdr ancestors, without partaking of 
their, shadowy but attractive virtues. With these, 
intemperance is not ^divaied by wit; prodigality 
ia not ccunpenaated fay .genemsity ;. and the petty 
lyxanny wiiich they esearcbe ovor their tenants and 
depend«Ed»9 is not softnted by the warmth of feudal 
attachment. Theb fortunes mre soon disaipatsd, 
and dbrir estates pass into other hands: or, sacrtfie. 
la^ thehr honour, their principles, and th^ inde^^ 
pendence at the shrine of political corruption, they 
add another to the reptile race from which not 
even Ae seal of St. Patrick could preserve his 
adopted country. The first of these degenerate 
linndhes, it is to be hoped, wfll, ere long, fiid* 
away. Inheriting weak constitutions and endiara8»; 
ed Ibrtunes, they learn hard lessons of wisdom in 
Ae bitter school of adversity ; and when, by sicna 
dBgxeei^ dey have re-established die fortrans of 
dnar fionily, may perhaps be happy en^xgh to ne^ 
vim Ae vistuea o{ their &re&thi»n3, and link the 
rcmembr^ce of ihcir vices. From the tribe of 
poiticfd tead^aters^ we have less hope of seeing 
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this unhappy cotmtry so soon fteed. Thmn » an 
faeBeditary disease, fyt who can hope that the soni 
of a commissioner Falconer should e^er become 
an honest man or an npiight citizen ? For iiam 
destmclion we most await s more goieral difinrion 
of virtue and knowledge. When they beeome the 
objects of public scorn as mudi as lliey now are cf 
private contempt, they will mdt away before the 
heatof popular indignaticm, as the Mednsse an ami 
sands dissolve in the wamth of a mid-day mm* 
Vcatffve me this philippic* It is imposable to thidi 
of the situation of Ireland without wishing to 
avenge h^ iiiguries upon those who have, in so 
many instances, rendered usdess private b«nevo» 
iMiee, and poisoned the sources of puMic justice-** 
who measure right and wrong in the scale of eleo^ 
tionemng expe^ency, and overlook any crime itt 
him who can bring an influential number of fiiee^ 
holders into the market. 

The same protection wfaioh one gentkmail ]»» 
ceives from another, from motives of poMlied ^U 
pecUeney, is extended, prelty generally, by the 
landlord to all his tenants. Indeed, it might almost 
be considered a part ef the feudd tonire by whidi 
they hold their Ittids. 

At no great distance from dns spot, seme eatd^ 



192 

were seised; the other day, for the rent of a small 
portion of Lmd which was underlet. The debtor and 
the creditor were tenants of rival gentlemen, and the 
seizure became, in fact, a trial of strength between 
them. The cattle were safely lodged in the pound; 
but it was resolyed, gallantly to attempt a rescue ; 
and this was done, not quietly, at the dead hour of 
midnight, but in the &ce of day, and with the 
precision of regular warfare. The van, the centre 
and the rear^goard were headed by their, respectire 
leaders. They advanced upon the pound, which 
stands in the middle of die town : to anive at it, 
the bridge must be crossed, for the tactics of the 
generals did not teach them to take the enemy in 
flank by fording the stream below. The bridge, 
therefore, became the scene of action : the women 
brought their laps full of stones, and piled them at 
the com^ : the men were not behind hand in ful- 
filling their parts ; and by the help of these power- 
ful missiles the defence was made good, and the 
enemy put to flight over the hills. 
' A crown lawyer happened to be in the town at 
the time upon private business. It was from him 
we had the accoimt ; and you would have laughed^ 
as we did, to have heard the relation of his alarm 
and terror at what appeared to us no such wonder- 
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fill occunrence. .With his purse and his gneen bag 
he bunded from the. scene of actdoi^ nor thought 
himself ssi&y till he was stationed on a hill, at some 
Utile difitaQce from, the town^ fiom which he could 
oirerlook the moTements of the contending parties. 
It was natural enough, that he should be fiigbtened; 
for, as one of the chief warriors afterwards told hiin, 
he fancied, himself still in Dublin, and forgot that 
*\ Cunnemaixa law is quite anodier thing."" He 
afterwards began to cross-examine, one of the ring, 
kadcsrs, with all the professional ingenuity whidi 
he aupposed would be neoessary to bring him to 
CfmS^s by whose orders he had acted, and for wbat 
pioqppse,. 

'' What did you hope to get by all this fight* 
iflgr 
, ^\ Sure,, it was just then to get the cattle out of 
pound'"— was the candid anawer he received. 

^^ Well,.that.V an honest confession, at all evenis; 
and by whose ordera didyou attempt it ?"' 
" By his HonourV 

'^ But he ia not in the country : how do you know 
he. wduld desire it ?"" . 
. '^ Pat 0:MaUey told me he did, then:" 
. ^^ And suppose he abould set his face against it 
when he comes back 'C 
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'^ No danger of thi^ my way. Sine is n\ it 
little we can do, if oiir own landloidB wo^t stand 
byusT 

. The examination W3S /soon finished; for there 
was np jfeeling that might have led to a conoealr 
ment, either of the motives or intentions of the in- 
surgents. 

Shall I give you another instance of the zeal wilh 
which gentlemen wilL protect their own tenants, and 
persecute :tho8e belonging to a rival landlord? The 
details will sound quite as extraordinary to an 
English ear;.and the circumstance is in itself more 
striking, because the life of a poor man had nearly 
been sacrificed to this spirit of party. The cas^ 
was this: 

A constable met with resistance in the dischaige 
of his duty, and, to secuze his padsoner, was obliged 
to draw his sword. In the scuffle ike prisoner wip 
.wounded in ihe thigh ; an arteiy was divided ; and 
as no medical assistance was at hand, the poor man 
bled to death. You will observe that the constable 
was obliged to make off the moment he had wounds- 
ed the man, who was of course left to the care of 
his friends. The constable was tried for murder; 
and the cause excited very general interest. A 
neighbouring^landlord took an active part against 
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flie poor Man — 9i6^ ^e jury were unfortaiiately of 
his party. There was l^ttch hard sweardig^ but the 
defence was well conducted; and thcj judge at hUit 
stopped the prisoner'^s counsel, telling him it was 
iieedless to call morcf Witnesses, as enough had bc^ 
proved to make it justifiable homidde. Noti^Ak 
standing the strong charge which was given, the jury 
brought ID a verdict of wiUhl mmder. The judge 
reproached them, and sent them back to reoonMder 
the verdict. It was of no av^ : they persevered ; 
and there was nothing to hope from them. ' The 
judge, in recording the Verdict, pronounced the jury 
a ^' most extraordinary set,^ and assured the poor 
constable that his free pardoii should be sent fiom 
Dublin by return of post ; for that were he to allow 
the sentence to be executed, he should make him- 
self accessory to a legal murder. Grreilt a{>plauS6 
l^as expressed in court upoii the coiiclusion of the 
sentence ; and the feelings of the prisoner were still 
further alleviated by the promise that he should not 
be ifat into the condemned cell, and ''that ^ nctt ^ 
hair of his head should be injured.^ 

B^ery one could clearly see the motives dm which 
the man had been at first convicted: he himsdf 
went further; and attributed his' escape solely to 
the interference of the magistrate^mder whose 

Vo 2 
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warrant he had acted. It was imposdble to make 
him understand that his acquittal had been secured 
by the strong proofs of his innocence. *^ I was to 
have been hanged last Monday^ he told us upon 
his return, ^^ but his Honour saved me. Three 
times they brought me in guilty ; but his Honour 
was upon the green table talking for me above an 
houTy and he. was stronger than the jury altogether. 
Sure, it ^8 his Honour entirely that saved my life.^ 
, Can you wonder then if I^say that the sources of 
justice are poiscmed on this side of the channel ? 
Every subject of a free country should be able to 
feel a reliance on his own integrity, a fiill confidence 
that his innocence will prove an all-sufficient shield 
from the terrors of legal vengeance. If once he is 
driven to seek safety. from a patron^ of whatever 
rank or quality, his independence is gone; and the 
feazfcss charac^ of the citizen is exchanged for the 
timidity of the slave. His code of right and wrong 
must be trimmed to suit another man'^s principles ; 
and he must purchase safety by compliance with 
another man^s caprice. Too much of this is, to be 
f^rand in the character and conduct of our petqple ; 
but, tell me, is the fiuilt to be ascribed to them or 
to their masters ? and where must the reformation 
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LETTER XXVIII. 



MAY. 



When on my tour last summer, in the Isle of 
Wight, I was several times in company with a lady 
whose immediate family was English, yet who, 
from the circumstance of having been educated in 
the South of Ireland, among a large circle of con- 
nexions and acquaintance, naturally felt and ex- 
pressed a strong predilection for this country* The 
subject of Ireland was of course one in common 
between us ; and with respect to the national cha- 
racter, we had many an amicable dispute ; for while 
her censures were wholly bent against the peasantry, 
mine were much more directed towards the nobles 
and gentles of the land. Had it not indeed been as 
inconsistent with the laws of good breeding as of 
legal investigation, I might have brought the lady 
in l^dence against herself. The unqualified vehe- 
mence with which she condemned the lower orders 
had doubtless been contracted during her residence 
in Ireland, and is the very circumstance which 
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shocks and offends the impartial observer in his 
intercourse with the higher cksses. Whether in 
speaking of or to their inferiors, the stranger is 
struck with astonishment at treatment so widely 
different from any that he has been accustomed to 
witness in England. The haughty supercilious 
tone, the unceremonious address, the impatient ges- 
ture, the forced reluctant attentum, and the ready 
unspmriBg abuse, as surely dbaracterize a tyrannical 
aristocracy, as the &wning vcnce, the crouching 
posture^ the jeiterated terms of adulation, the sly 
eTanon, and the prompt but e^Yocal assent^ be- 
speak the vices of their slaves. Thia last dieigrace^ 
fid epithet still finds a place in the national vocabu* 
kry, and in part justifies the paxallel whidi has 
been .more dum hinted at between the Irish land- 
lord and the West Indian piDprietor ; the middle- 
man and the slave driver. Ahtt ! that facts should 
in so many other and more important points come 
in aid of this odious comparison. If> however^ the 
ftults of an individual are, and may so often be> 
l^aoed as th^ effect, in a greater or less degree, of a 
disadvantageous education, who can Kfiise to "ac- 
knowledge the influence of law and government on 
the habits and manners of a nation ? More espe- 
dally are we called upwi to make allawiaifie, when^ 
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as in die pi^eassiit inBtaaee^ sueh habits and maii- 
nen aie ditecdy at YBiianee with the wann-heart- 
ed kindness, and open-bonded liberality^ which, on 
other occasions, we cannot fail to leoognise. We 
BHiBt eren hope that the alteration which appears 
to be gradoaUy taking fdiKe in the administratiye, 
as wril as legislative system, may, by a secret yet 
ifresistible influence, produce the same satutary 
change in die morals of the landed interest, as it 
is eqieeted to operate in that of dieir degraded 
tenantry. ' Meanwhile it is amusing enough to trace 
the lighter touches of the picture; to note the many 
peenliaritira which constitute, as it were, the idiom 
eigenehl society; or, in some remoter situation, to 
observe the follies and foiUes, whidi such h state 
of things has naturally engenilered, pahited with an 
extravflgance of colouimg which we little expect to 
find, except iii the novel or the drama. 

How would your English notions of r^bieinenl 
be shocked, by an account dP the semi-baorbarous 
tecMAws of some of our fbudal cMefbdns, who 
bse naturally enough' disposed to Aare Aeir amuse* 
m^ts, wilhin doors, with the same ringed, but 
<4]SQqmoilslbllower8, who so readily swell their train 
when putsuiiig ther sfknrts of tbe field. ^^ He seems 
to b6 very 1d)id-heatted to the tenants,'' saW my 
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sister, speaking to a poor iromani of heor landlord. 
^' Och then, it ^s he that ^s sim^e ivith them to be 
sure.'^ <^ How do you mean shn^?^ ^^ Sure, of « 
wet day then, don t he call the people in, and just 
set them roystering (romiang) and be setting them 
09) all the while, aiid sometimes himself giving 
them a puthook*^ — or some such sotmding word, 
wfaidi is to be interpreted, a slap, pinch, or other 
friendly salute. 

In the same spnrit, the pleasures of the table are 
b^t toa often shared by the gentlemen of the coun- 
try with those who are very much thdr inferiors, 
both in birth and fortune. The lowest and most 
degrading debauchery must be the natural conse- 
quGSBoe; and here I must not foiget an anecdote 
which will at once illustrate this, and also make you 
acquainted with a childish superstition, with which 
it is a frequait practice of all ranks to combat this 
pernicious vice ; encouraged by their indolent man- 
ner .of life, and by the fonner facility of procuring 
smuggled liquors. A gentleman, whose rental at 
ime time amounted to «&10,0Q0 per annum, and 
wl:^ iras in the constant habits of ilitcndcation, took 
an oath to drink nothing ikfter the cbth was, re- 
.moved ; but, imable to comply widi the sjnrit, he 
soon contented bimsdf with adhering to the letter 
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of this nuth vow,.«iid, keepaag the doth on table 
slier ifinner iras orer, could drink all night without 
fear of infringing it He then sworo not to drink in 
has dining paikur, but again as easily evaded his en- 
gagem^nt, by a^ouming to the next apartment ; in 
the n^t apifftment, howerer, on some fresh quahns 
<^ consoiencey the vow was renewed ; and sd, in 
each, room suoeessiTdy, until he fiiirly swor^ himseff 
out of the house. He then took re^ige in the sum- 
mer-house of his garden, and there used to dine 
and drink daUy ; till, rashly renewing his vow here 
also, he was reduced to find a new subteiftige, by 
taking lodgings in a neighbouring town. 

This story reminds me of a drcumstanee which 
has taken ^ace within these few days, and in which 
the daef actor was one of the remaining branches 
of a numerous fiimily , among the second-rate gentry, 
who are here distinguished by the title of huckeens. 
Or^nally supported in a state of comparative ease 
and indulgence, partly by their share in the con- 
traband trade, partly by their close connexion and 
alliance with the principal fiiunilies in the country, 
their incomes have gradually sunk with the change 
of drcumstanoes, which has, in a great measure, 
dissolved this ancient bond of fellowship, as well as 
destroyed their more illegitimate sources of revenue. 



MiB^ of these, viiiiottt seeking eBipk>yme&t for 
Aemsdhres, or educstiaiii for dieir dbildr^, still 
ding to customs whidi have now.^iassed away; and, 
idien reduced ahonst to a state ci mendicitjr, con- 
tihue their fixtmer boast of being ^^ gentlemen.^ 

A puBcheon of spirits ktely came ashore, and 
ftU to the share of the indiiidual abofementioned. 
It una too hiige to be got in at the door of his 
faomae ; he therefore polled part of the wall down ; 
atill^ howerfir, it stuck half way. His small stock 
of patimce could last no longer ; he tapped the end 
that was within, and he and his wife, with their 
servant, soon became completely intoxicated. His 
neighbours, aware of this, tapped the ^cask at the 
didier end, and the nexrday, when this worthy per- 
sonage would have tskm his mornings he found the 
cafldrroom^etely emptied ! 

A. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



HAY. 



To your remarks on the spiiit of danRhip in Ire- 
Ifmd, I Mnmex. in the words d? an old tenant, who 
claims a sort of lefUianded oonnezion in genera, 
tions long since, gone by ; and Ae other day en« 
fiooeoed his plea fiw nnnsual £B^vour, fay ^^ Sure and 
is n't blood thicker than water, your Honour?^ 
The ties of fiunily and kiudsed axe indeed held in 
peeuMar .veneratiiHi in Irdand; and, casting our 
eyes over the pages of her history, there would be 
no great difficulty in tracing the cause. In eyery 
country, the unsettled state of the goYemment, giv- 
ing full scope to the amUtioiis desires of the chiefs 
tahiB, was, doubtless, what first induced, than to 
cheridi a faidaL spirit in their retainers. In most 
of the kingdoms of Europe, a regular govenunent 
has long since sucoeeded to these stonny days; and 
the power of an undiBputed sovereign has. gradually 
destroyed the influence of the great lords; buthi^ 
less Ireland has not yet known half a century free 
firoin rebdOion, or the tunnoil of civil war. 
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The gentlemen of the country were, of course, 
led to encourage feelings which enabled them, at a 
moments warning, to call to their aid a body of 
retain^s, zealous in the defimoe of thdr chieftain'^s 
cause, whether right or wrong, and eager for the 
destruction of his enemies of every rank and decree. 
Their importance too, as members of the state, was 
considerably increased by ihe power which they 
thus obtained, of quelling the flame of rebellion and 
of dvil war, and of, occasioiially, preserving the 
peace of a country which they too frequently foamd 
it tbeit interest to disturb. The rude hosjHtaUty 
by which the castle gates were at all times opened 
to Boaj number of friendly guests, and the custom 
of fostering, so strongly reprobated by Sir John 
Davies, who proposed its abolition, as one of the 
means of securing ihe peace of Ireland, are some 
amoi^ the many customs deeply interwoven in the 
manners of the people, by which these feelings wexe 
encouTi^ed. By the inferior members c£ the £unily 
or dan^ we may readily believe, they were most 
fondly cherished. Besides the gratification of what 
Miss Hamilton has termed, ^* the desire of magnify- 
ing the idea of self,"" they were offered the protecdon 
80 much needed in the unsettled state of the coun- 
try. Their power of revenging their private iiquxies^ 
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or isiinctemng their wealth by the.phinder aequir^ 
ed in petty warfture^ was calcnhited, not by their 
indiYidnal stroigtb and influence, but by the strength 
and influence of their liege lord; who, if he were of 
siifficiait consequence to merit the attention of 
goyemment, if his loyalty were worth securing, need 
scarcely haye feared the triumph of justice over the 
dictates of a crooked and temporising policy. 

The feudal spirit^ hoifeyer, has gradually de- 
clined. Increasing dyilization, introducing a new 
train of yirtues and vices, will sUently complete. it« 
destruction. It becomes useless, as the upper ranks 
cease to walk in the, dangerous paths of open re^ 
beUion or secret disaffection. They need not its 
aid; and, as they feel the advantages of securing 
the peace of the country, they will find that it is 
contrary to their true interest to obtain a momentary 
tniwph, by defeating the cause of public justice. 
If the peasants can be brought to a state of peace-^ 
if the attainment of ease and comfort be placed 
within their reach, they will learn to value tl^ir 
personal independence ; and they, too, will find that 
every civil and political blessing is endangered; 
when the law is not allowed to hold on a steady and 
undeviating course. This is not, however, the prcr 
sent state of Ireland. The zealous. attachment of 
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the tcBSB^ does not riloir ^thena to cist their own 
peraoml rkik intone bahmce agwnst the apparent 
ifttei«8t of their landlord, irheii ealkd upon to do- 
ftnd either his person or property ; and he, in re- 
turn, but too oftem seeks to ensure the affection and 
rewntd the seal of his dq^ndants, by screeni^ 
them from Uie hand of public justice. 

Yet there are lighter and more pleadng viefws 
that may be taken of the subjeet. Among the 
lowerorders, £»idlies aie united by this powerftA 
bond as wdl jimb by the common ties of kindred *4 
The children, grown up and married, continue to 
Mve with their par^ts, ai^, as ilge and infimfitiea 
creep on, coHtxS)«ite of cooxse to their support! 
The -widow and tiie <»rphiai claim the protecti<m of 
Adr nearest relatives, or the more distant ties of 
kindred and olan secure them the sheltei of some 
hospitable roof How d^Elsreiit 1» the casein Eng- 
land ! Whatev^ opinion may be hdd upon the in- 
tricate question of tiie poor-lwws generally, it will yet 

* I was amused the oUiermormng by a proof of the extent 
which is allowed to the des of kindred in this countiy. I had 
mistaken one young peasant for another, and, in excuse, 
alleg^g this likeness to each other, I inquired whether 
they were near relations. ** Yes, plaze your Honour, we 
are cousins, dghth remove !*• 



be allowed duit Am iitfueaDelmi been ifpetedte 
the current :Qf. domestic aflfeotioiiflu Tbe son. who 
is content to liye on.coataer. fiure that he nuy sup- 
ply the irants of his aged and infirm jwrcBt:: iSbk 
piotherwho sacrifices, as I h&Te known some niotfaars 
do, the r^Deshment whidi her dailj^ support oAoi 
affords, that she. may pnichasaanew soit of dbfliMi 
for her child) .will donbthos feel ^die wanaath of 
filial and parental, aflfectiffn : inegeaaed bjr their tip- 
tuoua self-4eniaL . In En^^d iio audi, saerifiow 
are now,< except under pecuhar drcumstences,. le* 
i]uired...The aged parent: finds a refiigeinanidm^ 
house, or becomes.a pensioner on th&paridi. Tbe 
child, receives its weekly ailowJBaiee^ and ianot peru 
mitted to become burdensome to the mother.. It is 
otherwise in Ireland. The poor aie dependent on 
.one another; they have no legal chiim on the bene- 
volenoe of the upper ranks. . 

Durii^ the scarcity (tf last year^ many SDBtaiieeB 
came to.^our knowledge of the generous kinifaiesB 
which is silently jexermsed hy the peasantry around 
us. A poor womaii, belonging) to the Lowiandfl, 
died here of the fever. Her isucking infant^ as nuiy 
well be suj^osed, did not survive ;i but a Mttle giri, 
of four years old,, was left a faapless^oiphan. . His 
Honour inquired of the woman,- who told the 
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mdaachofy tale^ what was become of die duldP. 
^^ Sure I have her with my own.^ waa the assweil 
^^ There is. na one in this counlr^ that she bdongs 
to ; and uoless your H<moiir will be her fiiend^. I 
must take to h^ myseUl"^ This, you wiQ diser^, 
was. in a lliDe oC general distress, and firont one who 
h«i a family of hex tmu to support. Little dsi^r, 
uideed^ is. there that, amoaig the warm-heacted sons 
oiEjoxiy the oifdian or the falherless should ey^t 
yrwat a fiiend. The kindness which they recmve 
is..n0t fimki! their equals alone. There is scarcely a 
gentlanan'^s house in the country which does, not 
shelter one or m<He of these diildxeii of poverty ; 
and in the reciprocal attachment that is ihos fester- 
ed between the landlord and his numerous tenantry, 
there is something so patriarchal as to call forth 
the sympathy of our best feelings.. When we see 
this affection unabated by time. and separation — 
when we see it giving fresh lustie to the fme flame 
^^gralitude, we can no longer withheld our admi- 
ratbtt ; and feel but Httle incfined to destroy die 
root from which such fair branches have sprung. 
An instance at this moment occurs to me : it will 
also prove, if. further proof than what you. have al- 
ready had were necessary, how different is our state 
of society from. yours.. A report was spread in die 
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cmmiary «f the deadi of your friead ....... 

ThetiiuHBtty on an estalein aneigbboimngooiwty^ 
which had been sold a few years before, immediately 
prcqiaied to march in a body into Cunnenairay and 
carry off by force, if it were neoewavy, the reuaina 
of dieir briored mistress, Yowing Aat the moun* 
tainecrs shotdd not enjoy. die priyilege of intening 
her ' Honoor *. I canearily conoeive soeh a kwless 
sdieme being actnaUy carried into effect half a oen* 
tmry ago, and doubtless not without ^ encounler* 
ing a corresponding spirit in the highlanders, who^ 

* We received a plcfMing proof of the attachmeat of thoM 
tame tenaatey tq>on a tomewliat' Hmilw occa$i o n» wlule we 
were residing among them. A near and dear relative of my' 
own was cut off at an early age, and was to be conveyed to 
her last home, in the little church of the neighbouring village. 
We particularly desired that there might be none of the 
usual demonstrations of clamorous grief, and- expressed a 
wish rtiiat the funeral should be private. Our revest waa so 
far complied with, that no one came near the house; bnt 
at the c^ataoce of a mile the melancholy procession wa^ jpiiv 
ed by the tenantry and peasants of the neighbourhood. I 
was for a moment hurt by this apparent disregard of my in- 
junctions ; but the answer of one of these poor people, given 
with deep feeling, quickly removed any such impression. 
•• Sure, your Honour, could we know one of the young 
ladies was to be buried, and not walk, at her funeral.'* 

p 
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you may well li^ere) aHow none to vie with them in 
thone feudal ftttachnenta, wliidi, I may Tentwre to 
predici, will be cherished hefe^ iiidess videndy 
tooled out hy the hmdlmU themselves, when diejr 
are forgotten in erery other part of Ireland. 

I have heard it remarked hjr stfan^^fiomthe 
mote dviUzed province of Leinster, that these me., 
moriak of old times are iltriUngly displayed in the 
manners of onr wild mountaineers; and Iliaveoftien 
wislmd that I could, upon such occasions, borrow a 
stranger^s eye, and observe those ddgfat traits of 
character which now pass unheeded. A scene was 
d«Bmbed to me, the other day, too ptctoreg^tie to 
be unnotieed here. It was upon the first visit paid 
by our active metropolitan td this remote comer of 
his diocese, that the wheel of his carnage pene- 
trated through a road little accustomed to bear tihe 
w^htof auch an equipage^ aud xeacbed tb^ bqg 
below. The efforts of his aecompazqfiiig trwi 
were insufficient to jAsce it again on solid ground, 
and the lowlanders in his suite looked round with 
something like dismay upon the barren hills, 
" where heath and fern were waving wide,^ and 
which seemed to give so little hope of even one 
wandering kerne to assist their labours. The moun* 
tain chiel^ however. 
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'< WMM shriU, 
And he was answer'd from the hill. 
Wild as the scream of the curlieu» 
From crag to crag the signal flew. 
Instant through copse a^d headi arose—'* 

but here I must break off— for not ^^ with bonnets, 
spears, and bended bows,"^ was our peaceftil glen 
garria«ncid) but by a race as hardy and as true, ^ 
ready to endure any toil, ox fulfil any oomiBAnd <if 
dieir hecedkary leader, ae the wild fcdkHPrera of 
Bodenck Dhu; and perhaps when his unexpected 
signal, so quickly answered, had excited the aslo- 
nishment of the lowlanders, he too night 

«* Cast around a gknce of pride, 
Along the meuntain-a living side^" 

and feel, that thou^ the days of highland prowess 
are passed away, yet that there is stall a charm whidi 
makes the free air of his native liills dearer to the 
mountaineer than 

** All the pleasures of the plain below/' 
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LETTER XXX. 



HAT. 



Yon wish us to alter our whole system, l^ecauae you 
sajr, thut under the present one it . is imposi^ble for 
i|a to j^ve^t the infinite increase of oui^ipopidation, 
and their consequent poverty. I readily acknow 
higs that I am not inclined to. defend the minute 
subdivision of land, which has obtained in this coun- 
try; but, at the safu^ time, it is not ^possible for 
you to conceive, without much explanatv>n, the di& 
fiqulties which must be overcome, before the.busi- 
oess of a large farm can be undertaken, with any 
toljeraUe jMrospeict of success. 

In the first place, spade-husbandry having been,, 
hitherto almost universally practised, the land^ 
wherever the subsoil is tough and intermixed with 
stones, has been bat imperfectly tilled. The le- 
markable fertility of the greater part of the low* 
lands with which I am acquamted, makes up in the 
produce for the little care that is bestowed on its 
cultivation; but, to enable the plough to work in 
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brdldilui, much heavy and expensive labcfur remains 
to he performed. A farmer, ther^re, in the first 
instmce, wotild hare to^^lear his land of the sitfiut 
stales ; he would have to fence, drain, and build ; 
and, w€^ he courageous enough to undertake all 
this, he would yet find difficulty in procuring hands 
to carry his plans into execudon. 

iKiring the spring montlis, every individual is 
engaged in the cultivadon of his own potatoe crop: 
No bribe wlU tempt the poor man to leave his own 
ridge to plant for another : and he is right ; for faia 
services would not be required all the year round ; 
and, unless his own provision be secured, where ii 
he to look for sup^rt through the dead months of 
lh& year P His tillage, his tuif, and his harvest dt 
oats, flax, or potatoes, leave few months disengaged; 
antd^ as things are now, a ^fiurmer, except in die 
neighbourhood of large towns, can only depend 
upon a ftdl command of labour during the hay sea^- 
aon*. With you the case is different. Relying 

f'A landlord, it is troe^can conunand what liteur he t^ 
quires, at any season oi the year. It is, in fac^ sometime^ 
done, to the great injury of the tenant ; but, generally speak- 
ing, an early spring sowing, which is indispensable in our 
climate, is impracticable if extended beyond a few acres, 
eyen to him who has the bbmmand: of What itf here called 
an imfiniited nmnber of hands. 
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ti^km Ae peoif nUes^ the He umw t ii ihi no iriNNi ef 
iiitiiie $tAtviila0ii, and fefidtesfy erikte Imnsctf im 
liie tervtce •£ oAen. While a better dbeetien icf 
ghtn t(/ his own physical strength, hy the oigpilil 
|yf hitf emfiayex^ he is himsdf a e^mdenble giiimer» 
by bcsBg enabled to obtain Ae articles which are 
necessary to his exiatdnee, at a k>wer^piibe than- he 
eoiAd posiiMy have raiisied them: His demiHlid for 
lih€tt begets addiliianal'emi^^ and dlebridi 

drailliifionefinoney^actH^ 06 the gradtial but ^nre- 
grtstire impiroyeBieilt of his cmiditMm^ increases Ae 
IKiuttber of his waiito,'and sti^uhites hilQ» aa w^as 
liis emplo^ery to still fta^ther exertioiw; 
'. A fiiend of none, a Stbmr near 0al£fi, who 
iKsenptes about a himdredt acres of kad, which atfe 
kept in the Inghest possftle dtate of cuMyalion, has 
« number ef- meii engaged aD H» year tomd^'not 
bacauae he actually le^iaes fheix ^ervioes during 
4iie whde twel^v^ monAs, fttr Ke is^ in wiilteV) ipiil? 
at a loss to pronde fhesi with woriE thatniriU pva.. 
duce an adequate return ; but because it becaase a 
matter of ddctdation, irtiedier he diould, in fiust, 
lose by the payment of their extra wages. Having 
no potatoes of their own growth^ they were reduced 
to the greatest distress as soon as they were thrown 
JMtt o£^A|AoyaQbent; 0mA whcoa they returned to 
their work, he found them mckfiaUe of tiiab acausi- 
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loned laliai«r» from the hm of ^ymctl straig^ 
AGliiig.u]Wii tkm nov fyslen^ his turn is becons » 
peifect gwka ; aad I Ibel ooBTincecl, that if the 
Mme pdaciple which iscairned iato £ShcMidih.jaa^ 
could be brought into actioa hete, Iiekiid.V)Qidil| 
esre hBg, malEaf^d in the neetaesi. of her fiutus 
and d»B ridmNa of heg cuhtveted landsonpes^ . 
. I hMe f et to meiitiea the habito of filfimi^ 

fiiea the asne ca«iB» vie..the pMasaw 
wiut^ and whieh is atmthar diflteidtjr that 
lafj^aAimars have to oenl^Bd vMi* YancannetfiHl 
to zememberthe ^Uuy whioh T aeat jaa cf the de* 
almfitiouof.a vfcokoNfi of tiun^ iB.oM.n%hti> and 
aMiou^ Ae deivedaivma.aii^not atwasrsjofioiiao 
i«|teiwqve ji acale* yet noAug 4b«it tba^Anaer oui 
laise it £n» &em. the attadka ef his poor Mii^boyr. 
Thar efimtery^ieo^ia denying their goOt, al Ae 
vevyjaament oCdeteetioiiyift eamflHiaBes sa^aMg 
aaitobeowe aiaieBt^ hpdiemQs. I lemeliibcr riding 
Imhm one day» and finding sevegal l»da in -my 
orehardyfllling their podcets, y&y deliberately, with 
apples. I rode after them, and, having overtaken 
one of Ae eulprits, desired him to fcdlow me, which 
he did, in silence, until we had nearly reached Ae 
house ; then^ with great animation, catdung hdd of 
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my stiimp, and kissing it mbet devoudy, he ex« 
cbomed, ^^ By this book, your Houout^ I never 
touched an apple at all i"^ Notwithstanding this 
solemn assertion of his innocence, I emptied his 
po^ts of at lieast a score. 

The fiuiner, indeed, is not the only one who su£^ 
fers from this general want of honesty; die gentle* 
mm of the countiy suffer more eiqpeciaUy firan Ae 
attacks of their stewaids^; a|id amflngytttlMtt daafrof 
persons, sudi is the 0sprii de wrpa^ diAt I 'faaM 
known them to mix their own sheep, not ^witbdub 
maater's flock, but widi die fled: of didbr nastevV 
ftiend, by means of his steward; die o^nylnaent 
being of course usually returned in kind. Tfais^ 
you will say^ belxays^a want of irigilance \m dm; 
]|ia0fe0Kss.;.aiidyQu will doubtless agaisLiiecu]««A.the 
tunup field and the wheat ride* . Idudl aiMempliM» 
aQswer<-*£(>r it is, indeed, true, that TrfarMfcalion ik 
not more needed iu the lower dMoa in die ufper 
classes of society. The only quesdan^is, at wrhn^ 
eiod sball ire bqpu? 
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LETTER XXXI. . . 

MAT. 

TflK'tsMiitiai ilMhi mije of ^damicter between Uie 
mo^/iMiiMid his Men famigiit into very aaniudiig 
owpHraat bf- ikt Bng^h aervaiits and fatboiuen; 
whuhim «BMtDg tfaelateBt importiiltams to tUi: nerir 
agttb— tit, ' Tlie Iridh tliow tene of fte cnriotiii 
pvUbukMli nii|(ht be ^qpected from sbor^ines ;* itnd 
t|ie Englidi, while they call Aem ^^ die strangest 
]psap]e in tfas voiU,"" yvt add, ^' Aey be Tery goods 
nutimd though.'^ The Bfttives V^ contcaiteAy 
^eld peecedente to the invvd^rs; asM appear, in; 
d#ed> naftnndly mdined to treat them with the re- 
lepect due to. sopariors ; yet, in the vaiiety of conr 
tgdYonces to. wluch a new cdonist i& oUiged to hare 
reoonme, their own pedtdiar talents are often ][^tacbd 
in the btig^test light. Their quick ingenuity of 
character, which adapts itself to all circumstances, 
and finds a remedy, either bad or good, for all mis- 
fortunes, often comes in aid of the steady persever- 
ance and plodding regularity of the Englishman. 
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The want of praper impIenMBto, mi the lose rf 
118IU1I oomforts, in short any deviation firom com- 
man loutine, drives the new settkis aliMst to de^ 
spair, while the old inhabitants, nursed hy want, and 
educated by poverty, have been aceustomed fixAn 
their infiuncy to a life <^ expedients ; and having no 
idea <^ the neat cottages «nd well eultivnted ftims 
«f Han^ritfre, can acarbaly tesu^KMad te-qmipa* 
lUae in tke^stress nccarfmied by the heB^^tmhtA 
to Aim muat appear t»b* the Inxnriesnitlier ttum 
the nMesmriea of life** A bad potote htmit 
brings wiA it a gieater coEtei^ of real AuAring ihaH 
eaneasQy bec«ipiehended by tkeBof^sb p g ftPit; 
and diose wlio fhnafrel themselves continnaUy Sdde 
to he atawed, wfll net think much of any lasscr 
piisattoni. Ifthey hnve tuf and potatoes emra^ 
they itdom themselves weM pctmdedfer:if nliBV 

^ An finglish gardener, in want of shreds, would have 
'seen all fak ihiitptfees trailing on fhe ground before he Iriid 
dumght ef ttkbig a mrip ftom the flap of his ami Mg tokt, 
Midifwsobes. finnA our ^socl'min ik the act «#tioiiif^; 
»9d ■n.Ei^ftidi peasants in want ola fAmtt, w^mld ma the 
risk of catehlog cold,, raAerthan nwlj the^defictonqr Igr 
borrowing her neighbour's gown to throw across her should- 
ers, with her arm through the pocket-hole, leaving the sleeves 
to hang down over her bosom. A costume by no means 
tmfrequenl here* 



a 'c^w be •dded, ihsj are lidi^ caai wjiqr tkena* 
saiveft, aad dance with a%ht lieart, after iheifcliifVi 
w»k'ie e^er,.tlMM4;b the)" aro all the wl^ oh^eela 
«f )^ty «e theb more festi£oue iidghbcnurB. 

llie^bMiietf in thesiMBgtkofaii Siigl»h mft 
an bieh labmocr is Ttaj wMsAMti bat euEfly 
w)re«iiftuiiig* Caa it be expeeted Ihei a diet of 
iwtat ee e aadntttee wheuM give Ae «eee fkfmotk 
aupfKift i^ek aa EngBAawn doQwes/freai %healeii 
beeed aad tag^laUe8» wiA the addkiM ef neaC 
wieafamHy ? Canit be eipactod tbat' the faiehh 
jjum^mtko weeks aa haid ae aiy <eie open KnftlJib 
Aod) flhodU do at maeb'upcMk tbemei^fre' diet of laa 
eemcoimtry? ThepedwUli^ iMbetuiider^qital 
jBlMLvantageg an TingliAtaati troaid leac hie laaHiiil 
etaength, and gmdaelly be biai^ to the lord of 
his ne^hbours ; and, indeed^ we havj^ ao imtanee 
of thiaaDA^opg 0iiroir& people* A young JS^glith- 
Mm eeaie nver^ mmjf yeeni wdce, to * tolatioii of 
hie aaether. That xriatioii died upon Ua amval^ 
and he Was left to sapport Umself by hiaownii^ 
dustiy. He was thai sixteen, strong and healthy ; 
he never rose beyond the situatiiui of a conuaon la^ 
bouref , and has told me, tbat after liyii^ and work-* 
11^ like the rest of the peaasntry, fiv ei|^ of ten 
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ytifffi, las iNs^ettgth at sk «ni s^iw^r^iKMrMt e^ 
to wlM U was upon his finil moaning ov<er. Sttdij 
indeed, must be die natuml oansequencef hr ir 
csmn^t be daabbdd Ikijt tbe jMMit ^M <tf the la^ 
boating cUifaes, in^s part ofli^laad, m«ii« espe^ 
cidly wh^tiiey have Hot Ae addition of oatmeal, 
is insdBoient for Use support of a hearty labottter. ^ 

Tbree to fear IiidnMn were mplojrod ihe ^odier 
diy in'xenlnvuig a hnge stone, or rafhcor a pfede (^ 
lodk. l%e ndne, "the talking, th^ haUoomg, Ww 
hovd, whieh generally tidces }Aaee among them np<»f 
oocafiion of ai^ umisaal exertion: One ot^ Eng-* 
liahmcn was paadng at the lame; a powei^ man, 
i^ratds of six ftet high. ''What's all this abontP"^ 
esied^he, in a blunt, afanost a sutly , tone. ^ Where's 
th^ nedd of all Mb jabbering ? If y^m must tdk, 
why do'nt you isay what can be usdctstood P and 
poshing thian aside, to llieir great surpnfte, he, 
widiout any assiBtance, lifted the stMe isto the 
slei^* I koghed when the slory was fepeated^f 
for it reminded me of the metaphysical Fren^nnan, 
who condemned the Eng^idi' language as hamg so 
Bltle conneadon whh the real nature of things. 
'' Patfiy c^€8t tout dmpie; eela i^eut dire pa»ir-*-* 
mffmce ' bread', qiiat ee qm wmt dbre fafOadf'' 

The haughty and imperafliTe tone in whkli tlie 
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Ueb gMdMtten «ie bot too nmch iKcnUoaied t» 
spedk' to 4Mir inftnixn, has bem Y»f mioii to- 
amtdl by 0»yMm^fi$h Unuigm. T%0 qoestiM 
wUcb bas been w i dely and p e mnplw % ptt, tlioy 
haye oeeaskmaliiy duAdned to answer^ aifuing, fliat 
he comU be not gentleman J ulio ivwdd speak in dial 
maaneE... An Irish kndked) wkeii. he. ia nadm 
canvassnig ftr an electiiniy nor has any^fiMtiiiiibn 
pointte cany^ shews neae of that ODnrteofoe urbani^ 
idtteh ^is so eommDnlyLexetciBed tomods.the E^p 
liehpoor* The< lagged bafeftotadtsneatwheriaeete 
hie huUbrd cm hoxseback^ and haa a petkaon to 
ofieiv wiU nm by his side/ teiffing llie tale^ and di* 
reeting hi& eye alternately to his Hanomfs eena* 
tfoumee and to the gpround, that he may avoid the 
dktspp stoms that he in the load, while his Honour 
rides caielefldy vo^ nor tfainha of checking his horse 
to attOMl, for a few mmnles, to his fareaablesa 
pelitioncar. You may ima^afie how die kfty bcav^ 
ing of an English spirit revolts from such ^^ pctrad 
contiwiodly.'* 

Aray of the new light has, however, fidlen upon 
tins part of the new system, and there is a nwrked 
d]ffi»«Qce in the manners of the rising generation. 
The young men who have been edocated u^ Eagu 
land, imbibe semethitng of Engfish fteling; and 
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jure mobiifld to •fihccbk •that spiiit txf indep^idenae 
in the teiumtry which wouU be alike benefickl te 
both pirties. If the peasants were xaised to llait 
Tank in society which, with refisnace to the crnlisa- 
tian of the vtppet dasses, diey oteight to occupy, 
die Eespeetafaility and Ae iqmlence of the bndloxds 
would naturally be increased. But I must bewne 
mStteaimg wsahaUngM^^-^ecaiifieeibe mk 
hf mimk w» am wmtoamiei^ b«t by wImI causes 
^j hare been hraqilht upon «^ or by whiil mwm 
lAey.are to beiwmdied,is not ao ea«Ly asonrttine^ 
^.. FateweU >^«B]r . ncKt letter shdQ ffifej/aa Ae 
«ew8 whidi oua Jinf^isli shepherd brings fii» the 
fi«rnfB«U^ 

M. 
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LETTER XXXII. 



JVNE« 



The news fiom liie ftir of BsUe wm nridier very 
good nor yery impertant; but tile aeeomit of our 
poor shephetd^s jooney tiiroiigli the irM moam* 
%9im of Joyee country was enlerlafaiittg enou^. 
if r sttenipt to give it you, hewerer, it must be 
irerlatiin ; pieservii^, If poifeible, evai the peooltt*- 
rities of the shftrp-toned Somersetshire £tteet, wUoIi 
added considerably to the humoarous eflSsot of soch 
a representatioB of the miseries of human Hfe. 

Did you sleep at Cong ? he was asked. 

^^ I hid there, but I never slept ; and let master 
send me where he will, Fll never stop another 
ni^ at Cong.^ 

Why, what was the matter P 

*^ Oh! there was matter enough. It was c^ a 
Sunday; and first of all, when I got there, out 
comes fiom the mass-house five hundred, if there 
was one, of diey big tall wild.looking men ; and 
after 'em the priest, as drunk as he could waHc 
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Then they comes mto the home where I bid^' And 
a good many of em into the tery room where I wasf 
eating my dinner; and that day it was a marli?et 
day for hemp.^— 

For flax, I suppose ytm mean. 

*^ Aye, for flax. It bean*t then all the tiluhe 
thing, be it ? WeB, then they began eaiting afid 
drinking, and swearing and ^ghdn^ andthe shil- 
klahs they were %ifig about, ati4 the* folkif^^ai'jrAig',' 
oeh murder f' and my hair stood as sttraSght^im' fky 
headasthotighit would Mfttny hat off' AJtid4]l4tf 
out they all goes; and as soon asthey tomtt^n 
again, by ' and bye, they begins . to pSpe Mid to 
flddle; and there Was daftdng dl' night long*.* I 
got off qttietly to my bed as soon tfs I eo^, md 
lud me down; but no soonerwas I laid ihete,'t]uiii 
iii comes a great taB black-IooMng fellow, ^md laid' 
his self down on the bed next to mine. I lii&i^t* 
Fd rather he shoidd be Slty miles oil^ when .in^ 
comes another, and lays he down too. Not a ^lAA 
did I sleep, but lay aS night in feiir of m^'life. 
The first thing in the morning in conies anodler 
nton, and calls they two; sud because tiiey ^^^ 
get up fast enough to jflekie him, he gives "^em tt 
thump wkh his slfiHelah, atid then die othentake^ 
to ifaeirs too, and so thi^ was aff a flgh^f %ithte 



juBk inch of my be«d, and I lay a tremUiag and 
.8weatiiig.«U the while in my bed. At last I was 
glad^noiigh tosee 'em all three go off; and up I 
got, as quiet as ever I could, and put my feet out 
of bed; — ^but, mercy ! such a place to put one's 
feet'in: why, it was as fiiU of potatoe stuff and dirt 
and filth as it .could hold : so I drawed out a litde 
stool to stand iqpon ; and as soon as I had got on 
my things I crept to the window to see for the man 
that had took care of my horse ; and I called to him, 
ta beg he'd beso very kind as to clap on the bridle 
and saddle and let me be off that minute. So off I 
sat^ right glad to getaway &om 'em; but I hadn't got 
fiir afi>re one of them same Joyce countrymen, a 
great Hg &Uow, came a rumiing after my horse. 
Not a stocking nor a shoe to his feet, nor a hat to 
bifthead; but he had something drawn up his legp 
'Aat, I suppose, he called breeches, and a bit of a 
ragged iJiing round his waist; but, for all the rest» 
hfiwas naked as ever he was bpm. Theis he ran^ 
just at my horse's tail, jabbering to me as fast as he 
cmiid jabber^ but not. a word could I make out on't^ 
and 80 I told him; but still h^ kept cm, just at my 
hozae's tiol, though J pricked his.siides pretty sharp 
ISO get hioL on. Presently we comes to a poor look- 
iag little place that, I suppose, you calls a cottage ; 



and then oome# out of the door a gmi tall sagged 
vUbHf as l»g as two of me, stretdung lifl «nn% aad 
yawning with his mouth wid^ open. Up naa tbe 
man behind nqr hof se to 1^, and in a nammkd hits 
him a giteat thump on the mogith with his ghiHelali. 
It afanost knocks him down : then out eomea Snm 
the house ever so many great ragged wenches^ aad 
they all begins- to fight and to hoUa, and ^ery 
murder; and I rode away as &6t $m I eould^ hear- 
ting ^em hdfat murd^ all the way a» I went; and 
I nerer wishes, Sir, to go into that country agmii^^ 
Now I would fain introduce to you the hero «f 
my tale, expressing with mxnA fUdveU ikt feelings 
of one whom you must figure to yourself aa vcvy 
diminutive in siae, and by no meaiis possessed of an 
extraordinary degree of courage. Ther scanlgr por- 
tion which Nature has bestowed, ouMes hon to go 
through all the common affiiira of lifi^with tdleiaUe 
Comfort; but was quite insoficieiit to secure his 
tranquilHty, when he fiiund himself an unanaed 
stranger, speakii^ a ^firent Uagnage Sfom this 
'gigantic race of peo^ej for sush indeed the aMWi- 
taineers of Jeyoe eeOntry are represented to be; i^han 
he r^n^nbered, too, all the teniUe stoaea of tke 
ribsnd^men, and f^ 'himi^etf unproteefeed^ an S^g- 
lidiman, and a protMMit. He waa net aware that 



\mywf ekiiiMtat, tts » trttsiigir, hm miffiolMl to 
ptoouee ftv )im b^ safety and IdiidAeM fiiiiiii0t 
Aiis^ vild but licMfdM^e tribe. 
- Onecf out Engikhfitoidiy wIio8» heme k*dcMt 

vhewed in t«miig lilm, rasaiiig *^^ mfle or t#o on 
die Miad to slitPi* hiin tlie^Uacktiiikilir^ iKiMa^ and 
ofiefing to aceompany him on bis iray aa guideei 
Ob partmg, ho gave them a tenp^uty each to diirt 
Jw hoalA ; and this dight veeoD^poMoi^asteeeitvd 
^h an etpi^eaiiott of gralitado very much dispro- 
pMTtiontd to itft valnoi Ho waa ISbUowod with thanks 
aadbfesmgB atthe ti»o, and neanrly two yeaM after, 
upon meeting one of the men in tldis part of the 
eonntry, was recognised by hiift, toeoeted mosl 
kindly, and promised a welcome whenever he should 
again pass throogh Joyce country. 

Indeed, the very drcumstances which alarmed 
our simile shepherd, ought to have made him easy 
and coBifi>rtable. The more noise there was around 
him, the more secure might he have felt ; and the 
more his neighbours fought, the sounder might he 
have slept. It may appear almost paradoxical to 
you, living among a people of sober regular habits, 
who never think of breakis^ the king^s peace, unless 
they have made np liieir minds to the risk of being 
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hai^ied; Imt true it is, the! with us serious dis- 
tmbanoes are nerer less to be apprehended than 
when, upon a holiday^ ** every man'^s hand is thus 
lifted agauist his neighbour ;^ and am<»ig the signs 
0£ the times, there is none that we regard as more 
ominous of ill than that our fidrs should pass over 
in dull tranquillity. You will find that in the 
disttnbed dislritibi there ne none of diese woeimt 
quarrA. Those who are leagued together in ub- 
lawftl brotherhood dare not run the risk of betray*- 
ing their own secrets, or of losing a partisan if 
iU-timed intoadcation and quarrdling; bat when 
t^ere is nelhii^ to be concealed, then abtoken head 
iravign of good fellowship, necessary to give life 
and spoit to e fthr. 

M. 
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JUNK. 



iK'the coune of our conespmdeiiGe» I ha^ ende*^ 
▼0iir«d toabBtain,aamach as possible, from theory; 
beoaoBe it is my wish, rather to give you an oppor. 
tunity of exereisiiig your own judgm^it, than to lead 
you to submit to mine. Bat as you ask my opinion 
ais to what might, at the foesent mom^it, be done 1^ 
the l^slatiye power for the imptoYanent of Ireland, 
I shall not shrink from the task which your qoea* 
tion imposes. 

You will perhaps again laugh at me, if I say, 
that I consider the introduction of the poor laws as 
die first necessary step towards bettering the con- 
dition of our people, and reconciling them to their 
situation. 

. The most casual observer (residing in Ireland) 
wDl perceive, that whatever interest is taken by the 
lower classes in the execution of the law, is directed 
against its authority; and, that the civil power 
being frequently opposed both to their customs and 



prejudices, they feel it by no oaewas a crioie to 
resist, as long as resistance is practicaUe ; and ulti- 
mately yield to force akme. If you ask me, whether 
the terrors of the law are not folly adeqpiate tooowi- 
teract this error of 4ie jisdgn^t, I answer, that 
these terrors, in our mercurial jNqpulation, give riae 
to* litde else than calculatioiis <^ the dangers aind 
(Nrobafailitias fvf esca|pe, on whkfa pokrts Aey 9xt 
exeeedingly well versed, as wdl as in aU ^he «!ift<^ 
siibtafiige imde^Nusion. 

But vmty it would be •fi^r oth^^'Wise Aem the 
mcamsent ijbat Ae peasant felt that be dmved a per- 
sonal tenefit from the enaotments ct^h^ffi/iaAm^. 
His setftfinents would undergo a total ^iumg^ were 
he eatisiied of tU^; not 'by rthecMOlDical (Ugumonts, 
not by occasional success in die punii^miaH lef #n 
ad?persaiy) J^t^im ^expmmb eftentiaaes fcr great^ar than 
the benefit 'dmved» %utby tlMfe tangSdbanthBMlic 
iHodiTCan ooamace the ^aaast ninleanMd-««by Jut ac- 
tual ^xpcnence. Hii uiterefit wmddthen no hmger 
be opposed to that of his richer neig^ibonK^iaad he 
#Miaf^lit^[m^dMtytoalMiigtfcM^ bmki^mm 
wMd^ in Ae hoar tof 'diffiMtUy aad -diiiferes^ :he 
imM have to seek BssistaKeeand.siqipait&r imm- 
self -and hie f«nily< « ' . . 

Nor ate die iMud ftkg&dimmtm the wlotduclBoa 
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«f tke poor tatos into Ireknd «o luunsweraUe as 
yM mof b«ye bew led to supposa It is true, th^t 
ia Ei^lund thew have been loud compbiints of the 
pvessure occMoned by this ooisfulaory provirion for 
the poor ; but ha¥« not these oomplaints altogether 
ceased, with the retuni of agricultural pcospmty ? 
and is not the retuni of that prosperity, in a gneat 
measuie, owing to the forced employment of the 
agricultural labonser duiii;^ the period of distECSs P 
If you could only picture to yowself the gacdm- 
like fields of England oveipiawn with weeds, and 
her ridi pastures coyered with redundant thistles, 
and luxuriant dodcs, whicb, bnt for this d^BBsnnce 
of system, would but too probably have been b^ 
case, as it is ams, you would acknowledge that the 
poor laws haFe been of use. And why not acknow- 
ledge it, when the fiict is, that during the period of 
your distress inq;nroY«mettts«f ercory Und have h^ga 
steadily goh^ on ? Individuals have sufiSero^ it is 
true, but (the lauds ace in a higher sta^ of fubiva- 
tion than ever ; and those who have w e atit wycd 4ie 
storn^ who, I Muit, ane a veiy consideiataie migimty, 
now ind th^nsdvea well pai^ased to lake advantage 
of the favoupng gale. 

Was it not the late MarqueB$ pf Lepida^d^Trfrj 
who pnoposed that the fiflghah poor, rather than 
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mottba idle, AcnaM be etiq^OfM in diggkig Inden 
Me diiy, md fiOing Aem up the nezti^ Had bice 
locdship^fr patriotic advice been fellewed, employ- 
ment certaiiily would not hare been wanting, but 
mudblieBeficial Idbour would hare been utterly lost 
ta the community. The people of England judged' 
more wisely, and, in making proper use of the j^y- 
rieal Btrengdi wMeh they possessed, from a seeming 
evil produced a great pubGc benefit. 

Last winter, 1822-3, 1 was called upon to make 
a tapid journey through England, after an absence 
of three yeaxB ; and as I passed across the channel 
conild not help antidpating a eh«ige tot ike worse 
in that smiling country where I had spent so many 
happy years of early Hfe. I imagined thtt the agri- 
cidtnnd' distress* whidi had been so severely fek in 
ledand^ and which had paralyied all our exertions, 
wfNddhaTe produced, in some measure, the same 
effect in England ; but I was most agreeably disap^ 
p^^ted. ' The gtoeral improvement wUeh had 
taieeii place appeared to me extraoiffinary: croas 
roltdiVwhich I remember to have often pasi^ tri& 
dificalty, at the rate of two or three miles an hour, 
tlmiugh ruts, and mud, and sfoughs, now rattle 
under.-liie wheels of more than one light po6t-«oacii, 
rui«at0> with pesfeDt ease^ aeren or eight miles am > 



1mm. And^ iMwiikBUndimg tiMe impudfrenHii^; 
ibe poor rstes were iudTen^By acknowledged to \m 
dea^eeamg in amounti in oonseqnence of ike heUeai 
9&iiiii8(a»laQn of the funds. 

I had, ia commm widi many others, been led Up 
fife^posetiiat an &M»eaee of pauperism must be the 
necessary c<mseqii^ce of a compnlsory pnmrion^ 
&r the poor ; and I had assumed that (as it tsgene*^ 
rally asserted) the mnaber of the poor has gra- 
dually increased in En^bukl. Ydu may Aen odn- 
od^ye my smrpriiBie, ifhm Mr. Nimmo, the Engmeep 
employed by Government in this county, who ha» 
Aought mud^ on the subject, and has shown him^If - 
deeply interested £br the poor of Ireland, pioTed t9 
me, Irom Tatioiis indisputable au^orities, that^ in- 
stead of iiftcfeasing, the En^^db poor httve decrease 
edy within a century and a hilf, in an inverse ratio 
to rthe iiierease of the population. The facts iave' 
these 5 

iJM Qxegory Singes estimate, the population of" 
England and Wales, in ihe year 168B, was taken a* 
5^fi(X),£aO-^nd the poor auMnrnted to 1^880,000; 
From Ae paittamentary returns we- find that- itt^ 
thd year 1801, the popnkticn wa£t 9jS4f^Bi6l---mi^^ 
in 1803, the number of the pooi? was girmi isur: 
ljm^TdL». Inl«ll^thepo|mIa«iODwa9^ 
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cd to liMPe lOCfeMd ta U»4flB^0M; wbBft In 1818 
Ibe foor inounted Mly to d71»9]8«Hui 1814 to 
9S84»fr.-iB 181S to aMsdja 

I am not at tbis moment irkhia readh of any do* 
cttments Iqr which I cam satkfiKitonly trace these 
kiteBMtiag£Mtotodi»pRe8enl;daj. Enottgh^koir- 
ovvr, has beat pravcd to ihov that dteexbtmce^f 
the poor rates does no* neeesaarily oecaaMm an in- 
eieaseof pai^erisat ; and tfaateven theextame tea-' 
jNNwry fNiesnne on the agxiouhiural inteteak» vhieh 
has been 8ogenin!el]y attributed to them, aa»iiflt have 
aiisen from soaae other auuse than Ibe anoi^eaae of 
the poor. Letua then eee if this frurdberisf^ can- 
net easily be aoeeiinted for. 
. Sinee the leign of Xliaaheth, the weoKkcfid in^ 
cawnse of owr trade, of onr mannfaclmesj of enrna- 
tiornl deht, and of die eipenses ^ef gonremmeBt, has 
materially altered the propovt^n between the in- 
come itridng from land, and the aggregate ineooM 
of the coiii^. {n 1€88» the income ariri8|;fi«n 
tsnd was neariy thsee-fowdis of the whole; wlak 
the agigpeegate mercantile income 4Ud not exoeed «ie- 
eighth ; and ihe remaining one^hth waa dirided 
hetfseen tfiei^ueawaent/ the law, and the "vagabeMis 
of the/(»uv^; but ef late yeam, the income aria- 
ing imn land tahne jiias net smich, if any ikifgi 



nthe icmnae ndaed ftr tke Beanot ef 91- 
i wmat cnt oad the lateNSt «f the nalaoiuil dete; 
wUle the gion prddnoe Ioh Jiot «i»oiinted to one- 
hsftlf of the gsQii jndhioe cf the mntoil wesbli of the 

fiy^Gsregory E'ii^'Vtwtiflule8,ibott'whidh i take 
•U flKse dsts, it may he lbu»l that, in die yeur 
1688; the ^roes ineeine aad expeMliti&ee, ekemlj 
attantidUb te hod, wieonted to <£S0,388^Md; 
wlule Ae gross income of the country, produoiiwe 
mJL nmprakMinrfi, ir «aicida«ed at ^43,481,800. 
Cempnaig /dm sum ^ <£aO,8S8,80ft, wiA :Us 
«iarge&r d» {Mor S^OM^OaO, you wiU &id A«t 
the poor rates, in 1668, wo«ld ha^^evmomited lo« 
«tt «ff «bMit«ne-seventeeiitbon ^^ss^agiiealtacit 
ioBoise; aadifyouafao tid£eCd^fldl0ttl^S'estfaMle 
ef die ibooAe ^omnily f«)daeed hi Gveat Bntiik 
«nd IreiaBd, eakulated ia 1812, at £4i3O^2l0^, 
ftnd dedoet smMhifcd far Seetfand and Ifeland, 
ennpflring the imnhider ^£287,014|tM ^fish ihe 
naeiint iMf the poor vstes, <cietiirBed in iSlS^ at 
ifi6^1,?«S^ywmadhM> find that bad Ony bent 
d j atji b me d, in that year, ovor the gross p]»duoe<ef 
li» «i»ttvf, the laoc ^MMjdd hapre hent«faly «» the 
af 0Bi»4hbty4kafd ; ^irhile /pmamHAg ^^ aastee 
«adi his eatinate of d» 'fttodttoe «f iiaod 



aaa ralMUe property, £a;i6jBL'I^6a^ ddhktaqr 
dflo oiie4hiid for Scotland and Irefamdi leaivii^^ 
JP144,546»083, it wm be evideiit dist aUhoogh die 
poor have decroaaed, the burden on iratealik propeii y 
remains nearly the same, tu. between ane^oleendi 
and one^aeT^ateenth of the groaa produce; to wlnoh, 
you miiflt remember to add, the. support of ^ 
EataUished Rdigion, at an expense inerkably m* 
creasing with the progieasiTe improvement of dw 
land. 

Having gone dinm^ these cakolatians, I tlunk 
you must acknowledge, however rekictsndy, thai: 
this distribution, though foimded on law, is not od&- 
sistent with-equity; and that the diatreas of the 
a^itrulturists^ has arisen fiDem the ii^ustiee undcs^ 
whJ4^ they are su£Eeri«g, although they may in some 
n^^ASure have mistaken the ground of their eom^ 
plaint 

' It is cmi^Qs to pee how neady Ae per omtage 
th^t woidd now be reqpiired &em the whole coi»* 
n»unity for the support <^ the poor, tallies widi theisr 
4#crease;and,asitwere, pmves the aectiracy of my 
positionst The tax, quoad the naikion, hae been lea* 
galled in pcpportipn to theaxdecxei^; thov^, quoad 
the laiMdl^ interest, it has mnained almost sfeataaiih 
ar y a ad yet.we u» aceuaedttf b«ng the moat vigai 



JUnti oCiay cku in iike jisotecAm of our 0Wn rigbto^ 
ilEdiveaz^ osDed upbti to give up, in&vowr of o«r 
metre mpicDy imptdving iMPethreii, the mexchiiiU and 
oiauufiMsfeuveks, the only mibstantial e^valent that 
has be^ grsnted for our proteetioit. 

I fithouM not hsTe entered IM) inttch into detail, W6i» 
it not that this question is of great importance as it 
regards Ireland. There are many pevsons who eas^ 
ocbre that England is wdighed down by the support 
of her poor; and many more who are prepared to 
argue that the number of our pbor would increase, 
b^nd cakulatton, if there were any legal provision 
for their support. I could perhaps convince some of 
them, had they patience to attend to me, that th^ 
toe in error ; but the shorter wAy is to sh6w them 
how unequally and tmjustly the expense of support- 
ing the indigent is at present distributed among the 
different classes of society in Ireland. 

The'extaemdy poor are almost ezclusivdy 4bd 
hf dwse who are but one degree above them in the 
scald'; and the tax thus levied upon the humacuty 
ef the hard-worldng and industrious peMmt is 
much greater 4han would easily be su^)08ed. • As 
ftv aa I ha^ve been able to aseertain, and I have 
daigentiy inquired in various parts oflrekad, the 
house of every pooir labooftng fiunier vontabuies, dn 



Ml MFvmge, every ymx^ Mt \m» tlum oae Mn ofp^- 
Ittoes, irortk at least diirty slnMSbg?) to tile nrtckd 
oT t^ wmderkig beggar ; md diat, too, of er and 
aIn^o the TfKef which he is dwaya wiMii^ to> aihrd 
to those of his imneAiiite kMh«d mb» may happen 
a» he m imt. W« have a populatfoii of sevm 
tt^oMyand tf we estinate fitem al ftfe to a hoose^ 
Mdtfw^aUaw thutthevicbiJao oonnibifte^it wifl 
be evident that we are abeady paykig for tlie r^ef 
of ^ poor, a viohmtary t$ai of about <^100,000 ; 
the greats past of whieh is kvied firen the poorest 
of those who have any Aing to give^ withmit the 
least Tctnm in die way of labonr from the olgeets 
of theer bonty. Aa the peasant'^s door is never 
dosed dnii^ meal time, he cannot, and indeed he 
wiU not, £seihninate, and consequently idleness and 
b^^Hfy are encouraged to prey upon the industry 
of the land. 

I do not by any means iittend to afgue that die 
upper ranks in Irdbmd are deirient in a spbit of 
benmdence; I have reason tO'knowdiat the oontrarf 
is Ae fiMt; aAd I only pve the <£9,100,€00 as the 
first item of my budget. From the ri^, beeddes 
thm private charities mueb more is kmd by rolv 
bery, by reluctant Utbotff, by large defidaidmi in 
Ai^rentd. The same ffispesition is not, however, 



to be foimd in all; ind the absentees sddom ftd 
irhat they cannot see. My only wish is to phKse the 
subject in its just light. It is my full belief that 
the burden of the poor rates would be dieeifully 
undfRfTtaken, if it were equally dUtributed upon the 
income or property of the country to the rdief 
of the industrious fiumer, and to the general diflu- 
rim of peace, comfort, and hafiphiess diioagheiit 
Ii^eland. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



Sntcjs J Iwt wrote to you, I have made a jpurney 
in CttimemaiKa. You will smile at the idea of a 
joumey within the compass of so few miles; .hot I 
can assure you that the badness of the roads, and 
the interest with whieh we view every little comer 
ef our own little kingdom, makes a visit to the 
flOUtbem district, an undertaking of greater diffi- 
culty and impcnrtance to an inhabitant of the north 
than it would be to you to travel from London to 
Newcasde. We measure the he^ht of every shrub 
siod the extent of every bog ; we examine the rocks, 
and speculate Vfoa the probabihties of their afford* . 
nig eillier marUp or shile ; and we notice the dress 
of each peasant, and the appearance of each cabin^ 
to. determine whether they are better or worse than 
those in our own immediate neighbourhood. If worse, 
we are of course very happy in the prond consdou^r 
nsfls of our own snperioril^ ; if better^ we , aiese 
e» mime share of the credit. Sot are we not (p t^e 
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BRtne side of the mountains ? Many were the re- 
flections made on the change in the costume of the 
women, from the red petdcoat, and brown flannel 
gown, to the same petticoat with a red jacket ; nor 
have I yet made up my mind whether a coloured 
handkerchief over the head, instead of the white 
linen cap, is a sign of wealth or of poverty. The 
pblm of beauty, I really am afraid, we niufit yidd* 
They are nearer the Spanish cdony in the town of 
6rahray, and to the mixture of Spanish blood in 
their veins, we may perhaps attribute the blaek 
glossy hair, dark eyes, and bright complexions, which 
give to their countenances a degree of beauty, and 
an air of intdligence very soperior to any lo^irhidi 
their less contaminated northern neighbours cm 
lay cbim. 

If I tell you that our journey was perfinrmed on 
horsebadk, yon must not fancy'thatit was by a trade 
as craggy and precipitous as that which we iMloiH; 
cd over the pass of Mam Tare. The gteater part 
of our road by through what, by compaotison, we 
eaD a plain country ; thoi^ we had sometimes hi^ 
ground between us and the sea, yet our range of 
mountains was always to the left. 

After riding three or tatta miks, adhttiring oitt 
owh scenery, varied by a ipAtk sttccesdmi of ligltt 
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dmidi^ imping rapidly before the 0uii, and oMtao^ 
their BhadoWs^ with heautifiil eSkciif over the heath* 
covered IriDs aiidroc^ky yaUeys, we reached the hay 
of BaOymidl, and found a boat ready to coanj 
ii» acrofis, white our horges were lei Touiid by tM 
head of the bay. ' Ball^^nakil is tone ^iiie harbotm^ 
wh^re, 4Nrriiig the 8cat€^ of last year, ampler wini 
b^im under Mr. ^fimmo^i snperintendanoe; It 
'Itffotfded some empfoym^nt to the poor at the tifiie ; 
but the work in haw stopped, 'imd mso litlle iM yet 
been done, ttett ire could hardly, amoi^ the gar* 
rounding rocks, distinguish the i^t. By tiie mas^ 
ters of v^sels Ballynakil is pronoimced to be the 
best hatbotxron this coast ; it is not, howerer, 'much 
fr^uented by the'kiikg\i ships on this station, be- 
cause, from the conveniences ofibreil them in the 
Hide town of ClieMen, where 'they 'have a wecicly 
market and a three days* post; they generally prefer 
iftebnyofidLfdbiear. 

The appearance cf the bodt ih which we were 'to 
he fstn&i ever, was veiy fittle iil\4tibg,' «nd gav« 
hot a mefamcholy idea of* the state <^tlie dSshci^. 
It was in every way much out of repsbr, and to U9A^ 
sea-wortfay, that, as a measure of hecessaiypreeaur 
tl^; i»« hi^an eitra haAd on board to bale out the 
'water'wMcb'poured in on aU sides. It has dken 
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\^&m ii iMtter af surprise to lue thut t^ fi«hfjri^fM{a 
on tbb coMt sliQuld not be better sailors. . Inste^i^ 
of beii^ nbnofi^ amphibipus, as might well be. ex^ 
pededt Aey qan scarcely make their way, 9fft^ » 
bay, on the shores of which th^y have lived ^om 
dieir cjuldhpod, without touching i^gon evea;y rp^ 
as a inatter of course. Upon the i^ast appear^ppe 
cjf daog^, too, they lose their pres^^ of m^^y 
mid talk so mmi^ 9o loudly, and so Uftle t^ ^ 
purpose, that no one, who has .not a fiill reliance on 
his own jiidgment, and authority to e^forjqe.cony^- 
ance with his orders, can feel hims^ f afe ffl^fOifi 
them. Th^re wa^ not, hoirever, .wind enqugl^ whc^n 
we crossed, to give us a d^uice of any advenmres, 
and^ as the helm was in oux owi}. I^n4% we li^fpt 
pretty clear of the rocks, and landed quietly enoi^h 
on the opposite side. ,, 

Ojtir horses not be^ig arrive^ we walked forward 
up the hill. As we passed the cottages which form 
Ihe village of Bally nakil, the men came out ; and, 
(me aftei: another, jwied our train, ^e^ii^ a.few 
Mq>s behind^ but yet apparently desirous, of attr^ 
4Qg CHui: notice. At length one of them stepged 
£prward, " What do you want, Sir?'^ quoth our 
compfmiim. " Your Honpur's welcome this side of 
Ae bay. Youwre welcome to Ballyj^iy r^^p^eated 

R 2 
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At man, turning widi a low bow, whicli was meant 
to include us in the compliment. This introduction 
was passed over as little to the purpose, and ^^ What 
do you want with me ?" was repeated. The " Sii'' 
however was omitted ; and I smiled to observe- that 
the orator had produced the eflfect which he intended. 
The weloome, the tone of voice in which- it was pro- 
nounced, and the submissive bow, were all in cfaara(^- 
ter with that natural eloquence for which the Irish 
are so remarkable* They plainly uAi that a request 
was about to be made, and prayed that it might be 
patiendy heard. ** What do you want with me ?^ 
was repeated in a gentle and more encouraging 
tone, and the petitioner saw that he might proceed 
diiectfy to the plomt : •* We are Kke to be starving 
about here, place your Honour ; there'*s many a one 
in great distress.'^ 

*^ Well, you most go to Mr. .... You know 
I have nothing fiir you.^ 

Now, that you may understand what follows, I 
must tell you, that in the spring some meal was sent 
by Government into iMs country; but instead of 
bemg placed in the hands of the m^strates and 
resident gentlemen, as was the case last year, it was 
left to the disposal of l3ie Roman catholic priest; 
He distributed it, gratis, in a most lavitli manner, 
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brfove the ^sfleess had become at t3l generaU asd 
to many who certainly w^e not in want, and 
ought not to have applied for relief. This wiU ex- 
plain to you his Honour'^s answer. The man^s reply 
was by another touch of doquaiee* 

'^ Sure, we come to your Honour. It^s of little 
use going to Mr. ...... and he says he has no* 

thing to give ua."^ 

^^ Aiid I have nothingfor you. I must look first 
to my own people, that I had the care of last year. 
MSostlnot?" 

^' Sure,. your Honour has eveiy right to be look* 
ing after them; but we hope y<Hir Honour will look 
a little to us too.^ 

. ^^ What can I da for you, my good friend? Ilmve 
only nine tons o£ meal left, and that is little endu^ 
to last four weeks, if I give it to none but those 
who are-in real disttesa, on theotlieDr side of the bay/^ 

^^ And, sure, there are many in real diatress on iMs 
side of the bay> too, and women and childcen that 
will.be starving.^ 

^^ I am sorry for you. If the thirty-three tons that 
were given away last spring, while I wais in Eng- 
landf bid been sparingly given, it might have lasted 
long enough. If you have had it once, ydu can^t 
have it again, can yoii ?^ > 



-' *' No, indeed, your HoAomr ; and dkere wtke mfiiy 
that had it then, and wanted it little aiongh.'* 

*^ I tell you plaiidy, I Ao n\ pity the man for 6t«nr- 
log now, who asked for meal dien, when he;had got 
potatoes ; and I do nH pity the man who fttood by, 
and saw t)ie meal given, without {(peaking out, and 
saying that it was not wanted. 

" And where was the use €£ spoking, your Ho- 
nour ? Did n\ he know as wdl as we did, who had 
got enough at home. ?^ 

" I am never the man, as you very well know, ftr 
setting you against your priest ; hut if youlunre any 
thing to complain of, you must set it down on 
paper, and give it to me."" 

*^ Och,' sure, your Honour, and we^H do thut di- 
rectly thcn.^ 

^^ Remember, I do not promise that I can do any 
thing for you ; but if you send me the psrticnlanrof 
your wants in writing I will do what I can*" 

" And we are sure of that ;'*' replied iwo or three 
together, and made a lower bow than ihe former 
one. It was meant to express their gtatitniie^ and 
was accompanied by one of those earnest and re- 
iterated blessings which t caii never hear unmoved, 
and which are so often received from the Irish poor. 
^^ My blessing, and the blessing of GocLrest upon 



ym. God spfed your Honour; and give you « 
prosponKos ^umey) sad bring you safe to yoiir bom^ 
again.'^ ' . ^ , v 

If yoa ace interested for ibe poor petitiona^j I 
nay tell jini, that, after fiirther investigation the 
next .moKiiiiig, the case vas fbonr arded to the pro- 
testattt Asddbishop/of Tuaiii,.«nd iminediately an- 
4,BGexed'by a fiirdier si^ly pf mtal &r'.the poor of 
JBaHjmakiU 

. The eonvcvsaition appeared to me so amusin^y 
(;^ara0teiisti:c,.3Bd to mar^ so. clearly the differ^ce 
in.dies(y]^ of intercourse between the two ranks 
Jbese. and in,]Fiqglaaid, that I resolved to send it 
yim eerkatim. An Englishman .may, aa an indi- 
vi^ydy^be flredu^ to extretmcdistress ; but an En^ 
glish village can nevcp^ be rin dsng^ .of absolute 
ata^atbn, and fenced Jto^^ntreait^.as: a boon, the re- 
lief ^of ^ir li^^nl^neceaEdties. They are thus raised 
one step above the poor of any other nation in £u- 
.rope.; and to raise the Irish also this one step, seems 
to be the present idm of the advocates for the exh 
itenslonof the ppor laws to this part of the kingdom. 
It4^pea]i[s curious^ however, to the bystanders, ithat 
wlule you a^e lamefitii^g that the indefj^ndenoe of 
your ed^tag^s hai^ been undermined by vthe system 
^ the poor laws, we should, by the ihttroductibn of 
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fhe same laws, hope to awaken our poor from ibmt 
habito of ^exYile dependence on their eiqperian. 

To return to our journey. We found but Ultib 
to interest us in the ride from Ballymakil to BaUy- 
nahinch ; and scarcely any view that aMacted mv 
admiration. Streamatown is prettily sitaatod^n « 
little brook that flows into a bay of the same name; 
and in the last century was ime of the weaMgr 
places in Cunnemarra* The owatraband trade was^ 
during the war, in fiill Yigour^ and it mui tkum sovae^ 
thing more than a village; but is now dwindling 
fast away. Two or three good houses^ iat luns^ 
were pointed out to us^ wh»e cbampajgne iod daret 
^ used formerly to be dnudc ; and whereaftanyiaimsKxy 
carousal was held at the unlading of aamfiggkd 
cargo. Those were the golden days 4if Oume- 
marra ; and long» I frwr, must it be before Ji^gtli* 
mate industry aai raise it t# an eq^al digree.^if 
prosperity! 

One of the fiEuniKes amceana^ in the tmh^md 
at that time in such prosperoua,arciimsfeaQtreaa6 !» 
be admitted into the sociely of ihe geatleme« of Aa 
country, has been so reduced, a^adboallyta have 
received part of the meal gratuitously ^yi^biited 
last spring ; wd the dai^fa^rS) which i« lMcb:to 
their oredit^, have been lately .employ^ m initti^g 
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fiw sale* The sdventui^, mdfied, of smtigglers atid 
their adhereBts on tl& coast, would afford as many 
stFiking inddents as the life ci Dirk Hatteraick and 
his crew; and replete, ho doubt, with as many 
ImxTon. Soft««necdetes,Ttoo, of a lighter cast might 
be sdbe^. We htughed the other day at one 
'wfakli was related by an old sailor belonging to one 
of ^the revenue cutters. 

The. cargo of a smarter was landed at Streams* 
loim, and aeon dispersed among the natives. The 
iBiqptain of the cutter, with a party of men, went off 
io Marck of k. Not far fix>m the village they ftund 
a poop woman, sitting by the road side, weeping 
most pteoa^, and raising from time to time the 
death, howl. They inquired what was the matter, 
<^'Ocii, alas T and she pointed to a little cabin at a 
dyuitance, ^^ her husband lay dead of the fever."^ She 
]%ain wsed the howl. The tender heart of the 
captain was moved, and he threw her a tenpenny as 
he passed' on. AAer a' while, however, suspecting 
the xeaUty of 4he poor widow^s lamentations, he re- 
turned to Ihe spot, where he had left her. She was 
gone; the cabin too was deserted ; and he after- 
waids leavned, that in the house had been deposited 
miny bales of smuggled tobacco; and that the wo- 
hets^ was seated on one of them. By her 
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fltMtagon she nei^mfy 4Myed her own shaxe of the 
plunder, but gained time fyt the people m the hoiiap 
to rdho^ tbeii» to a fhee <if gi^ater secimty. 

Cliefifen night be made a prtt^ town5 fer it is 
w^ sheltered frost the sea, wiUi a ptectpitons Utde 
tmr mmdng thtougb it, and fenning a fuie aatusal 
eascade in 'die eenttie. It it situated on rising 
ground, rery capable of omaaaental inprorement ; 
as yet, however, much has not been ^om. The 
establishment of the police, etc. has added ecmstder* 
ably to the wealth of the inhabitants, and new 
buildings are every where springii^ up, a pledge, 
we may hope, of its fiiture prosperity. The bay is 
the rendezvous of the ships of war on liiis statioB, 
which have a very picturesque effect as seen from 
the drawing-room windows of the castle, either en- 
tering the bay in fidl sail on a fine day, or lying at 
anchor in its safe harbour, *^ while rocking winds 
are piping loud.**^ They afford a market to the neigh- 
bouring poor, either purchasing their e^s, milk, 
butter, &c., or bartering them for cocoa, rum, and 
sugar. The castle, which is not seen from the town, 
although within a short distance of it, is a modem 
building; the grounds are*remarkaUe pretty, and 
laid out with much taste, commanding a fine view 
of the bay, and yet so screened' from the westwm 
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blast, that the arbutus, Yhododettdroti, and i 
flourish in the shnibberies. 

We had already tt&v^l&tA fburteeu or fifteen 
mUes ; six more brought us to Ball7«ahi»oh ; and 
now I shall bid you good night* After a ride of 
twenty-eight English miles, you may bdiere that I 
am glad to And- myself at the aid of my joumey. 
Of all the beaiities on this lade of Cunnemarra^ you 
AM, it due Ibnl^, teodlv^ a filQr aftd MtbM ao- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

JUMV. 

Thk momvig after our juiival« we ivBlkedaloi^ the 
side of BaUynatdndi lake. The weed has been pre* 
served for 8jom)B yeacs, aad ia now ^wn up into a 
little bosquet, which affords a pleasing zdief to l2ie 
eye in the midst of this wild scenery. Oak, birch, 
and ash grow spontaneoualy : sycamorea have been 
planted, and do well, for the distance of two miles, 
and the high ground between the lake and the sea, 
give shelter enough for the trees to rise, without being 
perceptibly cut by the western gales. Indeed, if 
enclosures were made, this part of Cunnemarra, in 
the covrse of twenty yeais^ would be well dothed 
with woods and thickets of native growth. A pea* 
sanfi, who has witnessed the revolutions of seventy 
or eighty years, Assured us that he remembers 
the foot of Lettery<4noHPBtain lyin^g in shades and 
the road from Cliefden to Streamstowa passbig 
through woods ^^ in which the tiees wwe so close, 
that a man might walk upon the tops of them.^ 
Oh ! that we eould raise again their £d]en hcmoiirs ! 



26S 

One or two islands on the lake are coTered with 
copse, while others remain bare. On one are the 
mined walls of an old castle. The island on which 
it is built did not contain sufficient depth of soil to 
lay a foundation, and yet was considered so eligible 
a situation, as to obtain the preference over all the 
olfaerB* ' The deficiencies of nature were eompcfit- 
sttted by an ; and the casde refttouii, to this day, 
a monuinent of: the patient infastry of our fore- 
fiylien. Its fimndation is supported by piles of 
wood^ with pieces of limber interwoven, so as to 
give Ae breadth and stePength necessary for the 
support of ithe superstructure. 

The little glens on the ntxrth side of the lake are 
prettily o(mamented by trees, and here and there a 
gurgling torrent makes its way among the rocks, 
shewing, by its channel, the roughiiess of its course 
in winter ; but at this lime of year scarcely dliitiH- 
guished, except >^ by its mumraring isound. A 
fd}tow of a rich colour, on the opposite side, te- 
manded me of Kent, producing the same contrast 
which has so beautifiil an efl^t in the copse-i^oods 
about Tunbrldge Wells. 

In one part, fromf among the trees, peeps out 
a pvelty tha^hed cottage, which is certahtly the 
spot I iihoutd di^ose for a rei^dence. In so w9d a 
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eoipliy «a.|lii0v where trees 4Xf ^9^y, ^. hf^ fieen, 
end wbere tba ey^ fgOMmlly iraFela over > dijeeiy 
we^te of hqg till it reets im the barren /si^)|iiutp 
ef tbe 4i8lsiit moimteiiis, or is earned pv^. :t|i^ 
irervee taithe fiirtbeet Juoite of tj^e boi^mo, ^^ip» i» 
iened^ff» siBfluleilY i4fffffl"g in fi ii <ii i>i f vauDKetf 
•islMaiiB^ em«ig the trees^ cMehiiig eidf ag^iiqpijp 
of the,real;ecenefy ^ the conMcy, and jetahle^tP 
^ei^Baad th^ §m»i vieiw iinagmaU^ Qom tlir 
rising gnHufd within five yards of jfm 9fiM0h 
door. Tlw taate baa been 0ciitific4 alpMet p ex- 
cess in a fiahingJodgB, lately buib a» one of these 
lakes by a geadesMm from the ILiOwkmd^* The 
sitting-l'oOmiB are not onty shaded, but daikened by 
trees, which rise close to the windows; and the 
eye cannot {ueree through their branches to discover 
4niy thing bsyond, nnkss, perhaps^ the be»ms of the 
Mftiu^< sun spavining on the lake. 

One 'Of 'ihe promised pieasnses of cmr irisit ^had 
been mk eKcarnon' ta these lakes, wUefa £im« a 
dudn, op«aj0g by BaByMhfaifii ri^rer into the sifs 
i(fi»4Ni9 die, and, on die ^dier, estea^Dg^ into due 
very bosom of the mountains. Afker eaqf^eri^ici^ 
many ddays from theuneertaiBly of die veather, 
4he «day w«s a^t lengA ixed, and the boat m4^ 
^redfy' Av^kcdve stfr^ce. It was a iNeinniy ycvl 



tkat had been cast upon the tfhore during the gales 
<gth6 wiotet before last; and after tnoraliring upon 
the probalde fate cxf her former crew, we seated 
tyursdves m the narrow benches. The water was 
perfectly stiH, the air cafan, the light clouds rested 
M 1^ eumndts of the mountains, and^we flattered 
onml^^ thftt thh weather would be propitious to 
old^ wiihiSS) and gvre us the enjoyment of this 
beaujiftd i^ioeneiy under the influence of a dear 
smnmer'df sun. 

IP^ir htugfas the naora, and toft the zephyr blows, 

While pcKMidljr riding o'er the azuriB redih. 
In gsUanttiim the giycrd vessel goei^ 
Youth at the prpw, and pleasure 9t the heUn« , 
Rc^gardlesS'Of the sweeping whirlwind's sway, 
That hushed in grim repose, expects his evening prey. 

. Wepassed through BaUynahinf^hlfltoytibeiMQeiikery 
of which I have ahready attempted to d«saii)M^ 

'4Uid entered upon the little ittBMqi that oommuni- 

:«;ateft with the lake of BeirydaBe. The diffeceooe 
o£ lerel between the tiTo lakeft is Cixnudeeable) askd 

^e wat^ ruBhes» wibh mudi unpetnosityi tbuoug^ 
iiie iZubo^oWt dbaimel. To lessen ,th# exfi^oi^ of 
titt^.wvtfiraen, we kft the boait fit tbis diffifpdj; 
passage. A. rope ims fralenod to her head, Md 

•idle wa»' towed against the streatavbyliaUr.a^QMen 
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8t((mt mountnneers. One remained on board to 
push her off the numerous rocks that rise in the 
midst of the stream, against which there appeared 
no small danger of her being stored. The force of 
the current was such, that her head was often lost 
among the eddying waves ; and the situation of the 
poor pilot who was to guide her through these 
troubled waters, was by no means enviable. He 
was completely wet through before his task was 
ended. About the middle of the rapid, the stmm 
takes a sudden turn at right angles with its first 
course, and this was the critical moment; as is 
usual among the Irish, a generiil shout was raised ; 
the next instant all was safe : and, as soon as the 
water had been baled out of the boat, we embarked 
again. 

The scenery on the second lake is much finer 
than on the first : the one lies under Lettery-moun- 
tain, the other extends along the foot of the range 
beyond, and presents on either side a fine and 
wied landscape. To the right is a valley so green, 
as almost to appear cultivated and enlivened by 
cabins and potatoe gardens : to the left, rises a mag- 
nificent chain of mountains, abrupt and stony, their 
lofty summits veiled in transparent clouds, and the 
white torrents rushing down their precipitous sides; 
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tbe lake itself is ornamented by many little islets 
covered with underwood, although so rocky that it 
appeared surprising the trees could flourish in so 
rough a soil. 

We landed for a few minutes at the village of 
Derryclare, where a marble quarry has been lately 
opened. The stone has been used forboildix^: 
the colours are gray and pink, intermixed with a 
variety of shades, which are very beautiful in their 
rou^ state, but not sufficiently bright to I00& weU 
when polished. It contains a good doal of horn.* 
Mende, and I picked up some very pretty crystal- 
lised specimens. My search was, however, soon 
interrupted by the rain, which began to fall in a 
light mountain-mist, yet so steadily as to make 
me fear the success of the remainder of our ezpe* 
dition. 

We were driven to seek shelter in a neat little 
cabin bdonging to the overseer* of the quaiiymen^ 
EQs wife set before us a rural repast of bilberries 
and cream ;. and we amused oimelves by inquiring 
what other wild fruits were the produce of this 
pretty little natural garden. The bilberries (vacd' 
nium myrtiUuaJ are the most common : cranberries 
(v. mtisidiBa) are not often found in any part 



of Cunnemanra, altfaoi;^ die peMuHa tell m itmj 
were some yean ago veiy abundant The fruit ef 
the empeirum nigrum^ called by the natiTes tafake 
berries, abounds upon the mountains, but is dry 
fund unpalatable. Raspberries^ we were Udd, were 
to be found on most of the little wooded islands, 
and I was sorry we had not time to examine some of 
them, as I have never yet seen the mbus idcena 
growing unquestionably wild. 

We left the good woman^s cottage before the rain 
had entirely ceased; but with that eager desire to 
please, which marks the character of an Irish 
peasant, and is not always under the strict .caisor- 
ship of truth, we were assured that it was nothing 
more than a mountain shower, which would quickty 
pass away to the south. A band, of twenty or 
thirty m^i were ordered to the head of Derrydaro- 
lake, where it was intended that they should trans- 
port us and our Jboat overland into Lou^, Ina. 
The two lakes are connected, like the former, by a 
small stream; but the fall is so rapid and the chaor 
nel so rocky, as to render it impossible for any boat 
to make a passage. The weather proving unfavour- 
able, we were obliged to turn back before the object 
of our expedition was more than half accomplish^, 
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and our brave band were of no use, excqpt when 
they formed part of the landscape^ standing iat 
picturesque groups upon the hills before us. 

The views on d&e lake of Dorryclare increased im 
beanity as we advanced am<»ig the mountaiiis. Our 
admiration was more particularly excited when, in 
timiing the comer of a little peninsola, we came in 
oght of a wooded point. The branches were bend- 
ing gracefully over the water; the blue smdoe was 
rising Aowfy from acabin which was hid among the 
trees, and beyond, the craggy mountain proudly 
reared his untamed head, encircled with a diadem 
ofdknids. 

. We approached the shore' at a spotwheie a little 
sparlding streamlet comes tiimbling 6^/mii amidst the 
rocks, forming, about tweiity yards before ijt falls 
into the lake, a pretty natural cascade. Theie 
was just breadth enough to allow our boat to enteb 
its narrow channel, and we advanced, the dark 
rocks closing in mpon us tm einery side, and the 
lofty oak and graceAil birch meeting in a canopy 
o^r our heads. It was- a. sw«et qpot^ which Nature 
seemed to have taken ' delight in adorning wiA 
.every miniature beauty, whild xsi^jng £rom the. h^ 
^boiirs of her more*migestic works arouxnl.^ 

Although the raih still contlnitdd to fiill» we left 
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the boat, and, supportiiig ouxsebrea. by the orer^- 
haiipng branches, chimbered over the slipperjr 
rocks, which were covered with femi^aiid mosses, 
and wet with the sparkling foam that the brawL 
ing streamlet dashed about on every side. The 
interior of the wood, entan^ed in all the wild 
luxuriance of nature, was enchanting to a Cunne* 
marra eye, which can so seldom rest onatree unbent 
by the western blast ; and the little ^bdes, like so 
many artificiai openii^ in an omaniented park, 
needed but a white-washed cottage, covered Uke 
those in Vecta^s lovely isle with woodbine and wild 
roses, to make them perfectly beautiM. After shd- 
tering ourselvesfor a while under a spreading thom, 
and gathering the delicate blossoms of the £b^ 
chanter^s night-shade CCirasa htteiiana) with the 
mekmpyrum prcdensey and others of our old wood^ 
land friends, we ^k refiige in a cabin, where we 
were obliged to dine, as it was not possible to 
adhere to our original intention of eiyoying the 
open air. 

While we were amusing ourselves counting the 
drops of rain, as they chased each other from the 
thatched roof of our lowly dwelling, our companion, 
in the true spirit of a mountain-chief, was exercidng 
his retainers in trials of strength and skill. Aglaw 
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' of his Hoiiour'^8 wine was proposed as the reward 
of him whose sinewy arms could lift the huge block 
ef marble which lay before the door— -and many a 
loud triumphant laugh was heard, when the high 
stilts were given to an unpractised youth, who found 
it iiiipossible to preserve his balance, and, after the 
first presumptuous attempt, lay floundering in the 
niire. 

To relieve our ennui too, while we were waiting 
in the vain hope that the weather would clear up, and 
allow us a fine evening for our return, a poor stranger 
from Joyce country came before his Honour, as a 
magistrate. His black eye, swelled face, and head 
and shouldets covered with clotted blood, too plain- 
ly told the history of his sufferings ; and his woeful 
eountenance formed a strange and ludicrous con- 
trast witibi his account of the pleasures of the preced- 
ing evening. It was a fiur-day or patron?^, as it is 

* The patron (pronounced ^o^fen) is the festive meeting 
Md in coiifememoralion of the virtues of a patron Saint. A 
kind of mral fete, with the usual accompaniments of drink- 
ing danciogt an<l fij^itii^ too, unless the persomd interfeiv 
ence of the ndghl>ouring magistrates is exercised, or the 
spirits of the people repressedby a conscious partidpadon ia 
plots and conspiracies. Every patron Saint has his spring of 
holy water, where his devoted followers must taste and pray, 
before th^ take any part in the festivities of the day. 
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called, at Cliefden, and this poor fellow had travell- 
ed many a weary mileacross the mountains, to share 
its rustic mirth and revehy: — but ^^ plaze your 
Honour, there was a little bit of fighting in it,^ and 
as no true follower of St. Macdarragh could reftise 
to take a part in such a peaceftd contest, he had re- 
ceived, and noiloubt given, many a friendly blow; 
but his meditations on a broken head during the 
night had both cooled his courage and revived his 
prudence, and he came to swear before his Honour, 
in charge of assault and battery, i^adnst those who 
had thus woefrdly demolished his ujq>er works. 

After having exhausted all our resources in find- 
ing amusement in the sheltering cabin, we were 
compelled to think of our return, and well wrapped 
in cloaks and coats, most heroically resigned our- 
selves to our fate, and reached the castle, a drippibg, 
though not a melancholy, party. 

To-morrow has been fixed for the ascent of Let- 
tery, whose venerable head is now veiled in tUek 
clouds ; but I fear it wtH'not bepossible even to make 
the attempt. 

M. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



Qv% walk to the greeo, marble quarry was attempt- 
ed on a day not vory propitious for such an expedi- 
tion. We were to ccoss a bog which the late rains 
had Bvide very soflt^ and there was not the least veeh 
tige of a road. The weather was showery ; one 
^ the days so particularly picturesque in mountain 
aoenery, when the clouds pass swiftly over a deep 
blue sky, and fall in heavy but short showers. Such 
weather is, however, the very worst for bog-trotting 
expedkions. The rain makes the bog even less firm 
than usual, and along the dreary plain it is difficult, 
if not impossibk, to find any shelter from the occa- 
aotud fcuds that pass over. But the delays that 
had alieady occuirred, and the increasing uncertain- 
ty of die weather, made us resolve to brave a few 
showeris in the attemjM;. 

From the first of these casual attacks we were shel- 
tered by a calnn, which was one of the worst perhaps 
in Qoimemana. It had ito window, and only a hole 
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mihe roof by wi^ of a chiiimey. The door on tli0 
weather tnde vas dosed, th^ other opeii--^and out 
of it the smoke was pouriiig much fiirtor than frona 
the legitimate aperture. As soon as we had re- 
covered the use of our eyes, for, upon first entering, 
the darkness quite blinded us, I begaa to lode about. 
The room was small — at one end was a pile of torf^ 
at another, a few potatoes. In vain I looked round 
for bed or bedstead : a little dirty straw in a eomer 
shewed too plainly what was the wretched substi- 
tute. Neither chair nor steed was to be seen ; die 
spinning-wheel was mored off its stand to give me 
a seat, wluk the inhabttants contentedly squatted 
an the damp ground. Two great girls; the youngest 
above ten years old, both unemployed, were croudbied 
dose to the fire. They had fine countenances, with 
bright Mack eyes, but their thidc tresses of' dmk 
uflffiombed hair hung with very disfiguring ne^- 
genee round their fiu^es. Their dotheswetfera^ed^ 
Imd dirty, yet evidently appeared to be die remabs 
of some of the ^^ elegSBt^ benefM^ons of ike Eng- 
lidi. . Kyou coidd have looked in upon me at that- 
moment, how you would have started i and com- 
mended, peduips, the seal of Christian benevolence, 
wUch, you would fimqr, could alane have guided 
me toaii abode of somudi poverty and wretdied-: 
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Bess ; little dieamiiig tkat I wms there for my own 
CDttTeiiienoe ; and that, far ftom tfamkmg it neeas^ 
wKtj to . oondele with the woman on the apparent^ 
absence ef all comfcnrt, I was holding a cheeiftdcon- 
yenation with her, duough the medium of an in^ 
terforeter, upon the price of wcxil and flannel ; how 
much she gained by her stockings, and how many 
|Mic she could knit in a week. . 
: The next calnn in which we wcsre obliged to sedc 
sMter, was in ei^ry respect the reverse of this : it 
was so: neat and eomfisdrtabie, that any Wekh pea- 
sant mij^thave contentedly made it his abode. Bui 
then, it must be confessed, the iidiafaitants were 
^ve die lowest rank. By the number of acres 
which they rented, they might pvoperly be caUed 
smaU fivooeier^ akboogh in their mode of life they were 
finr remorved from even the lowest of. that rank in 
Eing^and. There are, indeed, few cottages in Cunne. 
mana, I am afesid, that could make'so great a dis- 
play of oom&rt. A table ami t^airs, a wooden bed- 
stead, good bed and woollen quilt, are luxinies not 
often.to be met with : besides these, we noticed with. 
asAisfection a cupboard with shelves, on whidi were 
arranged cups,, jugs, and plates, wh3e . two . open 
doors, shewed a scuUery on one side, and a bed- 
obamb^ on the: other. Theold woman of Ae house 
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worn tight dethos, of a kr^Ui 9Qd colour ; her gnqr 
bairairere neady oonbed from ber fiM)e, and a dean 
white haadkerchief, oTer whibh was a ookmred coMon 
one, was tied round her head, with the peak iall- 
iag loose on. her ediouldenr; much as I have seen 
than wionL in South Wales. She had bine Worsted 
stockings too,.and shoes to make the resemMaace 
more complete. We made ourselves, I can assure 
jmi, TerfooH^bttaUe in this Uttlecabin, and while 
Aersliower'was.pasBiiig, iqpded ourselves in troe 
Cfamnemarra istjrle, on trout fresh firam the lake, * 
and potatoes. 

!nie green .qnany is ^ateated in a- deO, that ex- 
tends to the northward of the w^it peak of Lettery, 
into the very heart lif the Twelve Pins. A pretty 
eoMideniUe htxmi: mma through its centre, the bed 
of which, as: the water tumbles from ledge to ledge, 
disfdaysvarious strata of different coloured marbles, 
alternating with porphyritic greenstone. The green 
marble is precions serpentine, intermixed with gray 
and whitefbliBted limestone; and is found of ahnost 
every vanety of tint, from the lightest siskin to the 
darkest bottle-green. As yon advance higher up 
the valley, th^e is more of pure serpentine, wUoh 
is intermixed' with the white limestone only. From 
die variety as well as the quamity of marble in this 



district, I should suppose that much advantage must 
ultimately accrue to the proprietor, and still more 
to his numerous tenantry, who will find immediate 
employment, not only in the quarry, but in making 
the roads necessary for the conveyance of the quar- 
ried stone to market. We picked up many pretty 
specimens of the serpentine ; amongst others, one 
piece of a light delicate green, soextremdy ttKm^ 
lucent, that if found of sufficient sise it might be 
worked into vases for the difibnon of &int light. A 
little time will shew how far our «onjeetares and 
our «anguine hopes will be realized, with regard to 
the benefits that Cunnemarra will derive^ from her 
natural produeti(ms. Mr. Marlin^i and Mr. Darcy^t 
marble quarries, and the Lett^quesh slate fpasBOji 
ought to give employment to half our population. • 

M. 
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LETTEB XXXVII. 



^UME. 



It wgs not tin we had been absent fiom home a 
wedc that the weath^ was soffidently s^ed id 
enable me to accom^h the great object of my 
wishes and ambition, by <£mbuig the Lettery momi-' 
tain. Although eight hundred feet lower than its 
proud liral in the comity of Mayo, yet it is one of 
the highest monntains in Connemarra. It rises on 
the north side of the Ballynahinch lake, and is 
xedconed among the TweWe Pins of Bennabbla : 
the middle peak of the Ihree which crown the sum- 
mit of the mountain, is one thousand nine hundred 
feet above the level of the sea. 

We rode round the lake, and, leaving our horses 
at the foot of the hill, began to ascend by the side 
of a little rivulet, which throws itself into the sea 
under the aipch of a stone bridge. The banks of 
the toncent are very picturesque ; sometimes a young 
oak overhangs the stiream ; sometimes the bare rock 
I hMly forward, overlooking the dark water&f, 
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and representiiig, in miniature>the spot from which 
the bard of Conway *^ plunged into deep and end- 
less night^ At one time four falls were in view, 
the waters of each spreading out into a deep basin ; 
but the finest and last was at a point where the tor- 
rent takes a direction round the rock, in a right 
angle with its former course, and breaks suddenly 
upon the eye. In winter, and after heavy rains, 
the water here fiiUa in two paaridld sheets, as nearly 
as I could guess, from thirty to forty feet h^h. On 
the opposite side, the rock is dothed with ivy, 
grasses, heaths, and fexna; and the scathed trunk of 
an old yew tells what were once its leafy honomrs* 

Upon leaving th^e watarfalli^ our ascent akng the 
rocky shoulder of the mountain became more ste^; 
though, when we had realty reached the summit^ 
and ^lo^ed back en our path, this part of* it ap* 
peered efcarcely more than level. . Our mareb, hew« 
ever, was in very slow time; and as one of our party 
was a botanist, and a stranger, we had a good ex- 
cuse for continual dcilay, in pointing. out to him the 
many pbpits which were to be found cm aU sides, 
eith^ rare or peculiar to a mountain distariot. - At 
one time, a carpet was actually spread under- oiir 
feet of the tarailing arbutus (a. twa urH} with its 
red stalk and bright red berries, the cfob aoss 
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{Igcop^dkm selago)j and die blackJxsRMd healk 
(fimp$ifwm nigrum). We sheved him too the Al- 
pme ladiet^ mantle (alehemUla aipma)j and the 
IjOikiimfmdeiwwi/rQguumbrosa). Thislaatfisms 
a pretty border round your lowland gardens, but 
irith us it is the natural ornament of the wildest 
^)0tB5 ifringing evtm fiiom the crevices of the rodcs^ 
and throwiiig up its light and d^;ant blossoms with 
the utanoieA luxurianee, where it scarcely appears 
possible that the roots should find any soil to noivish 
them. Nonecif these, however, excited his admir». 
tion half so mudi as die true Irish heath (ericm 
doiescia), which he had never before seen— «ven 
in a garden. Although this highland beauty shews 
herself in no othor part of Ireland, yet with us she 
is to be met with on idmost every moontain, and in 
akio6t every«plain, and that too in n6 lowly gUise; 
£>r instead rf appearing^ as she does in yonrgar- 
dmis,- a poor puny dwarf^ not above*a few indtes 
high, with us she holds her head ^o statdy ail almost 
to rank amcmg theshrubis. Being one of the ear- 
liest heaths, the» bkissoias were already past their 
prime, but our compamoa soon-found a luxuriant 
branch wjiidi he triumphant^ ]^aoed in his hat 
The ardour withwhidh we souf^t these moon- 
[ tMWDSff was^.faoWeter, often jnterEupted;; "and 
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cHHTjeyet tccrmd rfippm the gaouiid lo the kiidiofl^ 
wlucli was opening areund 119. We iN^pm te.di*- 
tingiuAh the numerous bays witih which the eoaaft is 
indented) and to look for. our own headUoida stietdb- 
ing out one beyond another into the sea. To oouot 
the h^s that lay in. the pkki' beneath,' would have 
been impossible. Moe^of tlmnaresosniali^andflD 
surrounded with haggy land^t aa to look vary con- 
temptible at A distance; tfaQug^»^n;a anareryiew, 
they have a borcewed beaa^ from this plants whidi 
^yotmtain* Many of them anscoveiedwitli the yel- 
iow and white waterJilies: Jn^odierB^alDiv the shaUow 
sandy margin, the de^€9>ielobeim jdarimann is seen 
.with theeriocawlanitepfymguhire^iSke a West Indian 
beaul^ with her negso sbve. Hixw angular k iA, 
that while the UMm is to be found in most lof 4he 
juowtainoiis lakeao£Kngland, Scotland, and Wdes, 
the eriooat^^, .which with us never vppeaei to he 
s^Mrated ficom it, is with youi so rare as to IwfB 
hew seen only in one spot I 

The ascent of the coniadipcunl of .tlM monntain 
.Was extreme)^ n^ged- and precipiitous. I was di^ 
llged to st^p very often to i:egian.my breath; mean- 
while my conq^anions amused thcmsehFei jrath «ott- 
iii|; down imm^ise.stones,w<hicb, 1 
shape, were easily iset ]n:lmitiaD, jmdraiDqnini ^ 



vgg Yvlocky in their progsess. Some of them were 
sevend Biiimtes ere thej readied ike bottom, and 
were earned a short distance up the opposite hill ; 
breaking the roeks, and tearing up the tuif as they 
bounded firom one point to another. 

No sooB^ were we seated on the highest point of 
roeky than some ci our party, who certainly were 
unworthy of the honours of the expedition, called 
for the provision basket. The basket was produced, 
but it waa little short of treason against the mighty 
of Nature, to£x those eyes on rolls and cold bee^ 
wMch oagh* to hare been directed to one of the 
noblcat Tkws in CiHmeman», 

Aoundstone Bay and Biterbo^, which would af- 
ford dtettes* to the whole navy of Enj^d, lay be- 
tween the hills of Urrisbeg and Caahd. Beyond 
these might be 9een the shores of the bay of GhiU 
WBy» taxi the mnnerous islands that lay off the 
coeat H«d the aittnosphere been perfiscdy dear^ 
omr sea ¥iew would have been veiy esctensiye. 
On die south the land was rockyy a &ie chain 
of lakesy.vasying in ske and outline, <^>ened by Bal- 
lyaahindi liter into the sea. The gsadoal im« 
pRi^cment of the country was marked by the nu- 
nei!QUS loadsy and by a^few thidiets, which, insome 
spots, under fiiv^oor of theendosiupes, had grownup 



373 

sui&d^tly to KnAe a little skow. To'th^ somt^ 
^ast was tHe pass of Mam Main, the tnost '85i:rtli^m- 
of the three passes that open into Cunnelnarai. Tq* 
the Vest lay the phih country, so low and so iaietj-' 
itected by small lakes* wUdi look like nothitig- isulrcr 
than bog botes, that it hasthe-appeaiasce of an^ 
extensive salt-matsh,' liable to be overflow^ ey«tf, 
q>ring-tide. This low boggy ground extends fiom 
lfrrisl)eg to the bay of Aidbear: the hilb then riae. 
round f^IieMen, and the white wfite i£ the litlW 
church can be distinguished on the side of the hUL* 
The bay of Ballynakill was clearly sc^n with the 
big hill of Renvyle, as die country people call it#^ 
which, rising from the very edge of die water, never 
looked more bold or imposing^ Beyond, was seen 
the large island of Boffin; then the graeefid outline 
of Ennis Turc, the sharp cndgs of Achill Hea^ 
and the Hne of Mayo mountaina, with Clare Island 
defending the entrance of Clew Bay : names wfaidij 
however harsh ihey may nowappeur,wi]l^I unafraads 
too soon become known to youastheeceacie afmaxky 
a disflfster to the unfortunate oruiaera on tins ataf 
tion. ABlMs was aeoi in tl» interval between othet 
majestic mountains in the fovegixnnid. The hJU^^oC 
Creig was the nearest, having the green marUe 
^(]faarry on Hie Bovfth^astem side/ mA the white one 

T 
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to tin north-wett* Tlie giMi ^dky befbte vm lay 
m vnriime, at tht vindiiig tmam of liiQ river 
WW maibd bj Ac U^t- jeHoir grtrel in its bed. 
To Ae Bortli-irest fertnl «f the Pibs, Taryiiig in 
kcig^ty in fimn, and in eoknr^ wen amngid in die 
BMst pKtttMtqiie gtanpi. Sone green to die vevy 
tqM, <3Atan tarown nkli Imth, ud othera agaii^ 
white with gfistering qosrti, firom which ereiy flod 
of turf had been ddiear blown (Hrwaahfdswaj. It 
was indeed a meie UMgnifidrnt prospect than any 
whiidi I have yet seen. The view ftom the snnmit 
of Mam Turc, as afibrding a greater Ysriety of 
scenery, is more beautafid ; but for the grouping of 
mountains, nothing on die same scale can, I dtink, 
exceed the north and north-east view from Lottery, 
The doiids which, slowly risfaig from die sea, 
threatened to gather round die summits of die mouih 
tains, now warned us to depart ; and I was not dU 
lowed dme to search for the diree litde treasures*, 
mentioned 1^ Wade, nw even to find the poiplt 
saxifrage (». opponHJoiui) which we know to be 
an inhabitant of Lottery, as well as of oth«r pfffts 
^ Cunnemarra. 0«ur descent was no easy matter, 
Ibr the south sideef diemonntMn (we had ascended 
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on tlie western nde) was almoet perpendiciilar: in 
tome places wet and slippery, in otibers ragged widi 
loose stonesi yet supported on each side. Iregained 
the valley without much &tigue, and in perfect 
safely. A Busafing fain now overtook us; and when 
we looked up to the summit of the mountainy we 
porcdved that the seat we had just quitted was oom* 
platd^ vcikd in eiouds. 

Leavii^ you ^m sketch to con ever, as a lassott 
in geography, t shall bid you tutewtU. Ycfu wiH 
hear notUtag moie from us till after ear itHttn 
liome. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 



JOLT. 



These same bogs of ours, which oceasiott yoa bo 
much dismay, are in fact very diflbrent fhxm any 
thing you have imagined. Instead of being mete 
swamps or morassesj charged with pestilential t». 
pours, and shrouded in impenetrable fogs, many tt 
them are, in summer, quite dry, and covered with 
a luxuriant vegetation of heath, Ix^ myrtle, willow 
herb, and other low shrubs ; while, below the surfiice, 
they produce the turf which is the maUriel of our 
delightful fires ; and, in the process of cutting and 
saving, affords very desirable employment to the 
peasantry. Nor does the appearance of the red- 
kirtled maidens (as they pass to and fro with their 
hands fiill of fresh sods, and spread them out to dry) 
fail to add, considerably, to the interest of our h^- 
land landscape. 

Between the superincumbent turf, which is often 
ten or twelve feet thick, and the subsoil, are fbund 
large trunks of oak and fir, used cfaiefiy fbr Ae 
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roofing of cabins, for firewood, and for torches, such 
as we are told, in the L^pend of Montrose, •Allan. 
M^Cawley produced to win the £ngli8hBian''s bet 
In cutting the turf, what are properly called bog 
holes are often made; and at the bottom of these, 
which to me have proved really interesting excava- 
tions, a small portion of bog stuff is generally leftj, 
Vjpm wbieh the water soon accumulates, so as to 
make a number of little standing pools, d^gerous 
alike to the sportsmaa and the four-footed inhabit- 
ants of the moor, . These holes, if left untouched, 
are fiUed up, in the course of time, by a substance 
intimately resembling the bog around, except in 
fijrmness and consistency ; which qualities are only 
deiived, as it would seem, from age and pressure. I 
have often carefully esiamined these holes in their 
different stages^ sometimes unwittingly, when the 
opportunity presented itself, by my slipping into # 
cavern apparently well covered^ at other times tak- 
ing a more leisurely survey. In the earlier sti^ges^ 
thtfTQ af^pear to be little worms constantly at work, 
whoc throw up i^lindrical cells, reaching to the sur- 
face of the water, if tliis be not in the first instance 
too d^p. These ceU% composed of bog stuff,, are 
frcod om to three or four inch^in h^ght^ and thick 
In pi?gportiiffi, the hu^t being the die of > quiU. 
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'nie l«Mer liilm vtaai teptmie, die krger are vnted 
80 as to ferm bundles of aggregated tubes. The 
ailinal witUn is jourted like a Conferva, tmispar- 
ent, and of a beautiM red colour. Wlm die ira- 
ter from tlie peek is eiv»porated bjr die heat of the 
•mi, die worms retreat as km as possible into dietr 
edk, but Ae cylinders are still ereot, and present 
sn appeAranee wUeh is stiddng erea to die casual 
ebsern^. 

Whether Aese litde animals are the primaiy 
cause of die growdi of the bog or not, I am ▼erjr&r 
from being competent to decide ; at the same time, 
I cannot hdp comparing dieir labours with those of 
tbe corallines. If these have been able to form 
islands, why should not our litde friends lay die 
Ibundadon of the turf b(^ ? You must, however^ 
observe, that I admit the necessity of bog mould, ar 
vegetable earth, as essential to their first operations, 
and must do so until diey have been found at work 
upon any other basis. If you are naturalist enough 
to send us word whether they are the hmte of sdme 
other insect, or whether diey form a species by 
themselves, we shall be much obliged by such an 
addition to our knowledge ; and if you can, from 
these data, make out a fashionable dieory, which 
may setde Ae g^eat question of the formaden of bog 
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or peat mofls, you niU padupe, ib J4m ftum, IM 
ohl^ed to me for the hint. 

I must not dinmfli the subject of bogs, irithout 
yrery gnnrdy assming you that the ptofiisioii of yeL 
low asphodel wUcb grows upon tbem, and in sum* 
mer bssutifieB their svrfiMO, has led me to suppose 
that Ivebokl might be pvoYod to demonstration to 
have been the seat of tlie Elyrian fidds of the an- 
dents. I am convinced of this, although, aocoiding 
to an incorrect transhttion of a friend of mine, in the 
upper fiM at Eton, 

^ He spake, and the shade of the godlike Achilles 
^ Stalked over the meadow of daifydowD-dilties.'* 

The dafiydown-diUies are here evidendy put in £br 
the sake of the rhjrme. The Swpohxof xtt/Mva of old 
Homer must have been a turf bog, ornamented by 
the yellow asj^odel, and the peculiar mode of walk* 
ing which my friend^ entering with classic taste into 
the spirit of his author, has translated by the appror 
priate word *^ stalked'', was doubtless rendered ne* 
cessary by the number of bog holes which the shade 
of the godlike Achilles found it necessary to avoid* 

H. 
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LETTER XXXTX. 



MttLtV 



Xt was when passing, by the remains of the old 
cibpch,^ on pvf ret\im home the other eyening, that 
the sounds of woe suddenly struck upon my ear ; 
and> on listening attentively, I distinguished thena^ 
tional howl, not indeed in all its vehemence, but in 
low repressed tones, which were better in unison 
with the stillness of the evening air. The sound 
appeared to proceed from the .buryii\g-ground, an^ 
on looking towards it, we perceived some peasants 
kneelijQg over one of the graves. We fat down on' 
the gras9 tp observe them, but findjoig, ourselves at 
too, great a distance, we advanced,^ thougl\ with 
much pautipn, from tha fear of disturbing them^. 
They were all children €xcq)t one, a young woman^' 
whose grief appeared to be more violent than that of 
thfs others. She continued howling incessantly, rock- 
ing herself backwards and forwards, and from time 
to itime throwing herself upon the grave. The 
younger children only joined now and then, as if in 
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ehonis, and fiomelimes strayed firoin tbe melancholy 
spot, amiudng themselves by gathering the wild 
tkmm that were qnringmg around. Thou|^ we 
had now approached pretty close, we could not de- 
termine whether the poor girl made use of words in 
her lamentation: it certainly appeared to us that 
die did, but, being wholly unacquainted with tbe 
Izish laiiguage, we had no means of satisfying oum 
selyes. She seemed to repeat the same sounds at 
stated intervals, and we fancied that tbe little ones 
ad&d their voices, hot accidentally, but as a chorus 
at a particular time. After a while, the poor mourn- 
ers left tbe burying-ground, and set off oh their re^ 
turn to the village. Their grief seemed forgotteki 
as soon as they quitted the grave, and we became 
the objects of their attention ; they talked much to^ 
gether, and often turned to look back upon us. ' 

As we had not heard of any death among the te-* 
nants, we walked up to the chapel, anxious to ascer- 
tain wHeih^ there had been any recent iiiterment. 
There was no appearance of a newly made grave: at; 
the spot where tbe poor children had assembled, the 
turf appeared to have remained long undisturbed,^ 
and the bead of the girave was marked by a wide 
wooden cross, which reminded us of Gray^s beautiM 
lines. A number of white stones were laid upon ihe 



gmv^ probably placed thene, in dw iirat iaitaBoe, to 
pievent tbe oocb from b^ng blown aw^Ty as tht 
ehuicb stands in a t^ ezpased sUiiatiaa, and per* 
hops further intended to prasenre the sacred spot 
from bemg injured by the cattLe, a necessary pieeau- 
tion, as the burying ground is iwincloiied 

We were endeayouniig to reconcile the appear** 
anee of the grave with the seene we had just wit* 
nessed, when we were met by one of the herdsmen. 
Weadced him if any one had been buried that day. 
*^ No, pUse your Honour.^ We then tdd bun 
what we had just seen, and he readily expUined the 
£fficulty, by saying that it was very customary fi» 
the near rehitives to assemble round the grave, on 
the anniversary of the frmeral^ and lament over theiv 
depMted friend ^[ May be then, they are poor 
orphans, yo|ur Hmour, grievii^ for a &ther or a 
mother : when they do be very sorry, they will keep 
theborying-4ay for three or four years after.^ Thia 
^q^lanatioa accounts for the unoonoem which the 
children shewed after they had left the grave. 

Owr walk tbis afternoon briiigs to my mind n 
picturesque scene which I witnessed from the same 
spot some months ago. • Althou^ the church ia 
now a mere ruin, and no setvioe has for years, peiw 
haps lor <;entiuies, been peiionned within iAs watti^. 



yet ourpoor iiaghbourt still letam tharsttachmai* 
to thar andntplaeeafbiirud. I hadjoit left Aa 
figbg ground, on whick these ▼eneraUe ruint uxe 
ritoated, when I perod^ed a number of people de« 
scending the side of the opposite hill. I soon dis- 
oovered it to be a ftmeral proeesiion, and, as it ap^ 
pioaehed nearer to me, observed with surprise that 
the body was not in a coffin, but on a bier, widi a 
linen cloth thrown over it, and confined at the £rar 
ettners, to prevent its being blown away; wluidi in- 
deed was a very necessary precaution, as die wind was 
•Ktremely Ugh. I stopped to watch^Ae moumftd 
train wind down die steep declivity, and I can assure 
you the eflbet was truly picturesque. What woul^ 
you, my dear CRend,have thought of sudi a sight i^ 
So diflbrent ftom the jfoneral proeeerions that you 
sfere accustomed to witness : no decent coffin «r velvet 
pjsU— 410 clergyman to perform die bnnal scarvlee, 
t&t the e^BScatim of die sc^^vors ; for-diese poev 
people were not aoeompanied by tbm priest; Ao 
grave was dug, and the body oommitted to ks parent 
eardi, wi Aout a ebgle prayer, without one word of 
ttAortadon to the bystanders ! I was surprised as 
well as shodwd at this apparent neglect, She mere 
so«s thepriosls m general srppear to be attentive to 
their sacied dudes. J#siBeddiefifst^sfp«t«utyof 



FiAix Jolw, wheAer it waa not cm^i^maxj 
far' lum lio attsndl thelfiiamilfl of the poor. He 
tcld me -diat he had abrsys done so^ till be cwie 
into Cmmemaim; and.thut he hiwl been mudi ma^ 
{Bsed by the custom wluoh. obtwbfl heie of burying 
tfae dead witfaeut the attendance of die priest. ^^ I 
gmppoBe ihtf. doii^t like to be troubling ub?^ was the 
tiiwwitiafiirtary but the only leason which he garTo 
tee. 

Do not, howepreT) suppose that the body ia alw^ya 
earned to the gm<v« hcxei without a coffin. It ia the 
first instance of the kind that I have known in pur 
immediate neighbouxhood. Those wjio ais tpp poot 
In bay acofinwiU goMsrally begone of his Hwoiir ; 
and, indeed, we aAerwaijds disooyered that tbeve 
waa in dds casoA suflSctent re^acm why the appUosb- 
^tonshould not be n^ide^ : I belieTe it nmstb^.cQiv 
ftsaed to beaao wmsfialoe^eQivenf^ cm the other ai4e 
^the bay. The people entertain a si^erstitious 
hamut of aeUing wood fop aoflins* and ear good 
Beetor has tdd me that he fonod it impossifaiie to 
tmy timber* foe this pucpoae in Qliefden, and that 
ihe'poor man, for whom he wanted U, must haye 
buried witboat, but fot the humanity of Mr. 
..... who gave him Ae necessary materials ;^ 
You hare never adomwUrieed the re^pt of we 
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t>r two numbers of out county paper, wliidi I 
you some time sinoe, thinking yoa might feel inter- 
ested in a scheme ktely Inrought forward ia the 
town of Galway, to lessen the expense of pMTidiag 
coffins for the destitute poor. Instead of fumishingv 
as usual, wooden coffins for'each hidiTidaa^ it waa 
proposed to introduce a patent one, made of metal, 
on a pebuliar construction-, in which die bodiea might 
be successively carried to the grave, and dropped 
Into the earth. The clamour excited by tfaia pro^ 
posal will, I doubt not, appear rety natural ioiyesr 
EngOsh feelings. I am hymned that itfinind ^ faafc 
ftw partisans, even among those wlioae punea kiwiaa 
designed to spare, at the expense of die pngudiMi 
if it mtist be so, of their podrer «ei|^bottn. Maojr 
were l3ie appeals made on this ocoasion to die matt 
sacted feelings of the fafumaa heart ; but by* aome 
cooler reasoners, die poitet was argued angifaiHidb 
1%at appeared well calculated to determine dieqM». 
^tion. Hiey stated that when oeffina were. pra> ndad 
by die v^try grants it was the eostolnfer the vete- 
tioni^ of the deceased to beat die bo^ to thegrawet 
whereas, if die patent coffins were inttodufiad, im 
opposidon to the liselings of the people, they would 
mostprebably rtfhflfr to Irad their aafiatance; and 
the expekM' t^ hiiied> beaieta wottU^qniiei e^pid, I 
believe, indeed^ it was estimated to exceed, die price 



die ooifiai tie ttowpionded as before. Thoeewbo 
pranoled this iciittne iqnesedted it, I %mientmaAy 
uhmag been ebeedj adopted in many parta of 
^g»gi«wl^ bnt I eoidd not kam when, nor can I 
ever remember to have before heard of audi & -pLux^ 
Beftve I leave the mebmchidy sabject vhich I 
have choaen for tkia letter, I will ment&on a circnm** 
alanoe whidihaaeccaaiened na not a Uttle aoipiiae; 
and hamag follm under our notice in diflerent parte 
of Irdand, t% I am inclined to think, a genand 
Children ef an early age aie buried in 
I ground: aspotia 9et apart for due 
pegpeat ^ qoite diatinct fitom the burial {dace of adnlta, 
noria it mi d atet d aaored by any rriigious oacemoiq^ 
Nat for firom our hona^ I conld point out to y^n 
aneh an iafoitt bnrjm^fiBtniid, in a aitualaon liha* 
nenldfaahiyt pkaaa your poetic foaqr^ It ia os 
die veqpe ef n aea^besMn di4 the tiuf o£ the fimdw 
eat gnen, evev^iewAby eoaso atraggling biien ; 40^ 
enoh Jitdegmremadked br aheap ef the vrhiltialE^ 
mttideal pebble* tliat cea be fomad en die ahore 
briow. YtNiwittfaereMMi^aMlittagine^that 



Here scattered oft, the earikst of the ybar. 
By nanAi mMeea, ave iiie>wcet erfMMecs ioaaa^ 



Ani tiiij foetrtcpt Mtfidj pmt die eraund. 
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But tke hnke, alas ! cannot affinrd AAt^ fttttdetti 
fbirtheTobiii^aiiddioiigliJwtm porfbcl imkonin A 
what Kught be expected fasm Acir nataial warmtli 
offeeiihg, yet die Irieh ore not aeemtomed, like 
die Welsh, tescatt^ flewera orer the grave of dior 
departed fitends. 

I haTe juat dieim this letter te isy 8iater» who 
9Ab vhy I HA not meiitkm die ^^ oninsi^, which 
tomn 89 pieturesque a faatuxe in Iriah soeneiy. 
Afker wa&derii^ a nfie or two along our meimtani 
roada, where die scene is mily varied by a ruslqr 
bettom, or a green haU side, ysu cannot fiul «o ne* 
deearade heap of stones, which you will smeliiBca 
&id thrown up alongnde your padi. These are 
oor ^^ cairns^; diey are raised, if I understmd right, 
where a ccrfBn rests on its way to the buryin^ground, 
md, I believe, every good catholic who passes sueh 
a heap is expected to add a st<me to the momunoit, 
wlnle he oflfers a prayer for the soul of die departed. 
Of comne, die more popular and distfa^uished die 
incKvidual to whose memory the cairn is raised, die 
higher will be ^ I^ap, while the memorial of leas 
illustrious characters will be little observed; and 
hence it is, that we meet with comparatively few of 
diese rude monuments along our mountain pedis. 
Making sme inquiry about a cairn that I passed 



not long once, I wm told, ^^ It belofiged tb on^ 
Coyne, plase your Honour; a good man he was^ 
and a man weU known in the countiy.^ I walked 
on, pondering whether this was intended as an eu* 
logy of his moral worth,* or whether the epithet wijs 
used, in this case, according to a common Irish 
idiom, to signify a man of substance and wdl Off in 
the world. Poliaps tUff iMvaU nyt^wde iateiMM 
— perhaps hi 'this w9d aiid temoim «onur, • » ma^A. 
as in your more dtSlfeed' udghbourhoad;. thu. iMi 
mJEtn wffl'sfil} be looked up to aathegDwt taami-jmA^ 
4Sbt most s|>lettaid mmnment ^irill beipHichaaed^: 
ihe Wedthitestpuive. 
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LETTER XL, 

To your slricfamf upMtlxiih W9ke» I qw make 
niv veply; the <oiMtom is burbiisous, I had abaost 
said YumaHicaL Totunithehoo^ecf moi»iwg^iiitQ 
a fieene^xf fealcreitout, and diconkm ;mex?ciiiient,.i^ 
peavs to repiigiiaiit to ihe common.fi^iigii. o£ owf 
tiature^ that we may be allowed to wonder how the 
cofruptions of time could ever have giyen so mi»- 
ahapen a fonn to a custom which was undoubtedly 
at first both natural and praiseworthy. To wake 
the spirit of the departed, by calling to remembrance 
the actions of his past life, to recount his good deeds 
or noble exploits, must have been consolatory to the 
suryirors, and must hare had a powerM effect in 
stimng up their minds to an eager emulation of the 
virtues of the deceased ; but many a poor hovering 
ghost has doubtless felt, with Sir Condy, ^^ that 
there waa not such g;reat talk about himself, after 
his deaths as he had expected; and more thought 
of the pipes and tobacco.^ 
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These wakes aie altended wkh great, and to tbe 
poor, with serious expense, which is another stroi^ 
olgection to the ccustoin. (Men do the diildien of 
a peasant spend mofe, on Ak oceanon, in the par- 
chase of tobacco, tea, and whiskey, wkh all the oAer 
requisites of a decent fbneral, dMn is eaaned by 
them for many a long month slUr. It is not an 
uncomlmm thhig'lbra ftitild to fo^ reserml'for this 
purpose by the parent hifnself ; and many is ihe 
guinea which, in these ti^es of extreme distress^ has 
been reluctantly produced, in aid of a staarvii^fii^ 
mny^ fi^om the {Precious hoard. 
^ Their flineral cry or howl, as it is'caik^ is'iiol 
Sable to ibe same objectiolis j and mast be dttowed to 
be an innocent, although perhaps abatlMrous, ei^ 
predBion of grirf. I grant yoa thsa 4t may appear 
"ffisgusting^whetiit is heard ab'thi^^diee -ofalrtnu 
ling; but that the aspect of t^ sorrow shotiM bb 
assumed and caricatured is not peculiar to Iiteland-; 
and the same regard to pubRc decency, whteh 'bids 
a long train of moum&g coaches, with aM their 
gloomy trappings of woe, feUow the hearse of oni^, 
who has Irved ionrespeeted, and died -^inlaxniAted, 
may also lead our poor peasants, ^oecasiottaSy, to 
feign the sorrow which they do not feel- ; and to^se 
the fiineral howl as a mark of 'public respect, wheite 
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IwaftttMe Qalkd:iipfiii toi^twdtha i^er^of a 
lady^ mth when I wMfi ^i^Mitly poopectodi d^^ 
htmmmlAe poe* af braver uraa m^gmid n|€* On 
reachiiig the hma^^ I £»im4 ai) inpxi^iis^ oiob of 
iwaiile afiflemUed «idioiit,flUi^» alid withw a aimb^r 
of geniUflun* £«fie«abittenta wfitelilK^aUy pmivid'. 
ed» of iridoh tbqr as UieiaUy pwrtook. T}i0 isoly 
tign of griflf to bei>b«arvodlainoQg ihenok (for flci^roe- 
ly any oiw, beside myad^ bi^l thov^ it ^eee«|sary 
toi^peur inmowBixig), wa0 tjbe pitting on 4^8«aifii 
aad haiab>iid«» whidh weve oftor^d tQ- att fImm^ tank 
was decomed si^Bcient to entitle ih^m. tO' tbe vmtH^ 
meat The coffin wm at length l)ffQ^ght; doim^ 
amid thodeafeniilg olawoiir of the |iuine?ou« imsUfi 
mounters asseaiblad &k the. c^:^^, Ybq^b^fating 
their bveaats and tearing thf«r hapur, {ii$inr«d t^ ^ir 
tend Ae mortal remains of their miatresB.to tl^ 
biiria^^und, al.the distanoii ^W9^<^ tjue^ miles. 
Whem Ihe oofiin was ^ced. Mpop; the bierA a g^^T^ 
howl was raised, and again when the bw^ b%^ 
to maifie, and.a^rwards^ &om tim^ io t^e, as w^ 
prooeededaloidyxmwards to o^r destination 

But iilthoiigh it wqidd hd 4bfiwd to «q|it^P<l *^ 
dds pomp, and paradfi of imrc^al yr^i^i unl^i|wnjfa 
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9mj tnk, yet it .would be incgniihtfat with tbr 
gBMiid diatiieter of die peo^ to si:^pofle» durt it » 
often odled in to mijffij tbe irantofdoaawtic ond 
iocial offbctMi; ondto % leodent in duB oou^trf ^ 
Ibo moQotanow ciy beoosM natan% ttworitlird 
vithAetefffsofdieiridoviugd-thooKplittDu. Ivaa 
moldaf Bonitt inqinnefl the other moawg leqp^^ 
•poor gvl) wiiohad latdy loit her senteB^Mid^fiked 
what hnj^fcwihoti^ on the diiey. Theanswer 
itae^ ^^ flhe i^ee Ijw^ in die fever, jugt.recovieriiigy 
when flheheevd the 07 nifledin the houa^and.«he 
Imew it WM for her fedier, y/ho lay aick that same 
titne^ and who^ wob jnat gpyen up £ir deed^jmddiai 
instait ahe went mad*" 

I have eft» indeed dumght that whatoYer lidicnle 
m$fh$ift beweaston dieae.wUd notea of aorrow^ 
dij^ eie in Irndi v^ fiur fieom Indiccona, aa diey 
aifi» heaid'bm9tiiw finnn n band of peaaanta^ wind- 
ing slowly vomg tbm hilK and bearii^ the^body.of 
die dead to dw muied chapel which ia hei|Et. their 
, fiiTOunia ]^ace of buxiaL' I can imell' remember tbe 
dvoQ^ effect of the howl, ^hai it was railed upi^n 
QOCaaiAn of dia boat being ovmiel, at the fi^ie the 
nmc^came aah^ro l^at .winter;. and I. once heaafd a 
yoimg man describe the feelii^j with whickhq liit- 
ened.to it> aa riding howevon a dark nighty .it waa 
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Iknme towards Uni on the bflMse. He wis retoni- 
ing to ar oottage^ situated by tiie sea-side, ki s wOd 
and sofitsiy part of the county of Mayo. Bven^ 
drew in fiist, and it became quite daA as he ap- 
'inroached the vxDi^, when he was strackl^ the siii- 
gixlar appesBBBce of a nninber of fires kindfod akiig 
iJie beaxA. He quickened his jiace, and, as he dtew 
nearer, heard the wdi known fimeral orj* brougltt 
at intervals to his e^r by the rising wind. Dark 
figures moving arbond, in attitiries of grief and k- 
' mentation, w^re'soon cBstingQiBhaldoby Aewavatuig 
light of tfaefires,'ahahehiinied on to learn dieme- 
landidfy taie. A bo4t, m. the searviceof his finoily, 
had been overset that evening within view ef the 
'lAiore ; the imibttanate crew, inhalntants of die vil- 
lage, had beeii aH lost : lost within sight of tbsir wi^es 
'and dnidren, who w^ere thus doomed to waCbh • Aeir 
'laist struggles, and see Aenl siidc even befi»6 iiuiir 
eyes ! The tide as it came slowfy in washedttiebddles 
ashore; n^btdreW on; and^to^assist their giiovMis 
'search, tihey had kindled fires of the'diiod'Sea-w«bd, 
whidi lay in heapis on the beach^-^then, n&ihehAy 
t^a son, a ^usband^ or a father, was s ucc eS Bi i ^ y 
^ brought* to Und,^it war welcomed agidn and^agam 
by the sad fimeral cry. ' ■ 

I'he neglected ' state of our' burial-groxuids^ faiiiy 
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seem strangely at varSmce with these feelings. No 
care is taken by indosures to keep off die foot of 
the intruder ; nor is there any attempt made to pre- 
serve the mouldering skeleton from the unhallowed 
gaze of the stranger. The family vaults, in the old 
and ruined abbeys, are still used as places of inter- 
ment ; and many of these are without doors, and 
without covering; the coffins, with their silent te- 
nants, as diey moulder beneath the hand of Tune, lie 
completely exposed to the curious eye of any one 
who may choose to inspect these frail remnants of 
mortelity. In one of these abbeys, I noticed the 
niches in the walls quite filled with skulls, Ueached 
by Ae wind, while bones of all kinds lay promis- 
cuously scattered around. In one vault was pointed 
out to us the skeleton of a female, who had so re- 
cently been an actor in this busy scene, that not 
only her family, but her liame was maationed by 
the gentleman who acted as our guide ! Yet, with 
all diis apparent carelessness, the people are not 
wholly unmindfrd of what is due to the memcny of 
their for^thers. The same gentleman, who was a 
catholic of some rank, checked me for leading my 
horae within the sacred precincts, by observing, that 
the poor people would feel hurt if they saw me ; 
and it may be remarked, that the influence of these 
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feelings gives to us a stronger protection than the 
iron cofBn, or the triple guard can afford to you. 
We have the satisfaction of knowing that the tomb, 
however open, the coffin however slight, will not be 
violated by the sacrilegious hand of the nightly 
robber; and, if we have not the neatness, we have 
at least the security of a Welsh churchyard. 

N. 
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LETTER XLI. 



AUGUST 17. 



OuE loBg-projected expedition to the white nuiible ' 
quarry took pkce yeaterday. We aet out in a 
south-easterly direction, and for the first five loiles 
in a very civilized style ; but soon became willing to 
leave the carriage, and trust to pur feet Had yo|L 
made one of the party, I question whether ym 
would have been satisfied that we adopted this tfler 
course as early even as in strict prudence yre oug^ 
In many parts of the road the rock is completdy 
bare, which is of no consequence while you 9xe on 
foot, and signifies little on horseback ; but becoilfk^ 
Really firightftd when yo^ are seated b\ a carnage 
with the full assurance tiiat both springf ,<^4 ▼l'^^ 
are endangered^ by being, dragged over sucpesfivys 
ledges of ru^;ged and uneven rock. . . 
' The face of the country chang^c^ ^cb aftfr 
passing the stream which conne^ the hikes c^ 
Kylemore with the sea. The straggliyg village of 
Letterfirach is situated in a rocky disiaict^, with 
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many a little valley opening into the bay of Bally^ 
nakill ; where the eye seeks, with disappointment 
not unndngled with surprise, for copsewood, which 
might surc^ flourish on the south side, and would 
considerably add to the beauty of the scene. But 
of what avail can it be to look for improvement, 
where there is no resident landlord ? In every rood 
of grbund you trace the absence of a fostering hand ; 
'while ihe miserable cabins, falling in ruins around 
yotf,' repeat the same melancholy tale. The rattle 
of :carriage wheds' was a sound quite new to the wild 
natives, and they peeped oui of their lowly dwell- 
,ittgs with an aspect s<iarcely human ; their lonff 
Auik laat; tangled over their neck and shoulders, 
$toA tfadbr' bright black' eyes, but just discernible 
tlirou^li the half-opened door. These abodes of 
a^pkreirit want and wretchedness, too slrikingly, ahui! 
f^ifitfiided us of the description given in the veiy 
aarious ^ Lettei's from a G^tleman in the North 
^^^aAd io'hls Friend in London'*, of miserably 
low, -dShy haVel6, &ced and covered with turf, witji 
a bottomless tub or basket in the roof fbrachiimiey. 
In&et,"tlb ^^f or 'turf-basket, in many instances, 
Mpplied ^ ^iace of any attempt at regular ma- 
fsontf ; whil6' IB other points also, the hut, with its 
^ {loof'^lnltiAitlint betbw^, appieared an exact yao- 



Mitff of the Scottish edbin of a century ago. We 
had alieady, as we passed the little met on oax 
eatmce into the village, noticed the women beetliiq; 
tiieir lisen on a onooth stone, or trampling it with 
their feet in a wooden tab; another HigUand custom 
mentioned in the work jnflfc cited, and whidi we 
havv also seoi practised in dviliaed fyanoe. 

Two of the natives were now in readiness to act 
as goides, cairying also the provisions for onr gipiey 
Innch, and an additional basket, in wlueh were to 
be stored the many pvecions specimens we cipected 
td odHect Afiw leaving die road, we qmdety Isat 
all traee even of a foot-path, and wem contoit to 
fbUow our mountain gillies over hill and dale; 
throogh bogs wet anddiy ; and across many a tov* 
rent, which in wintor, by its noisy comrse, faieaks 
Ae sifenoe of this dieary waste, hot nt this season 
ia only heard to utter low mumuuing com^aints 
against the thirsty son &r lumng drunk up its 
seunie. Not a living creature was to be seen, ea* 
cept by ehanoe a firog, which flprang fiembefiite our 
feet:; not even a laik, rising to gmet isn with the 
song, to wUeh, on oar side of the bay, we aie se 
widl accnstamed. The Htde grass that wih» to be 
fonnd, could ariy hs pidced up at the imminent risk 
of being bo^^ and was in bet so scarce, that tiie 



labour of searcliii^ foir it wwild be but iU icfNnd. 
Strata of gray limestone vreste oceasicnally tobe met 
mib ; sametunes «o light as to promise very pretty 
dove-cokmred marble, but never approacbing very 
near to the pure white reqpuied by the statvary. 

After walkmg two or three houn instead of oiie» 
as we had been led to expect, you nay imagine 
mth wiiat joy we hailed the sight of the quarry, 
although it was sttU at some distanee. Its situation 
ii^ at the Ibot of the hill of Cregg, on the side of a 
Iktk famok dnit bomdB Ms. MaztinV enfiate on this 
mdb. The bed of asartileiappeara to be from e^teett 
«a twenty feet ihiek.; mi has been traced nearly a 
qiswter ef A miie, nordi-^ast and s«nilh*«est Mast of 
the sft^ita in this part of thexsoimtEyv indeed afl ta 
die nertbwaird^ lie in adsflferentdireetian, via. nortii* 
wia8tandBoiith<t0Hst; and it is at this change in tlit 
peotion of tiie strata, that granite and mica date 
nne found wsdi gnay limestona The white maibk 
conies out between gneisa and trap, whidh Utst is 
again ctr«cered by marUe, th^i quarts, and then 
MarUe agant, and so on to the top of die mountain^ 
as wew^re inferattid, fer we did not ouxselves tnioe 
it beyond the Wp first rtmta. The w4Mr]anen have 
not yet got much bdow the.surfiice, wha^ however 



Mffidently floHd, such is ik»€iUmt4£lh» bed, dwi 
the demand can Iiardly be greater than the supply. 

After examining the quarry, we clambered up 
Ae sUte of the UD, nUch is redly fKtfy, 
menltod nidi Landen pnisyiroodfaiMBy heaths ^ 
ttoflsesytmtered by boeeand dumia windiiig i 
let liw sun WW aotr. so Ar to die «cik^' as to 
Hmm a ftdl shade fimnisonseor dbeanijbiloeiosky 
mbidk wiasdftlivbtfitHyTefiredni^ IkwDHstf finA- 
kg oM^' the' gn» mooiitam iisHDis^^ whM^ se 
yvstdlyese^p in aildjoiil aincs%ltfaB.lieaditaifl moss 
«£ oilr><yini faiB% we- Miunwwn«J»^ an i«im ia 
lBidLe>i»hff guidss^ixanpBdiBPd. what iws wastB iri siM B sih 
^9 tMdl i»9 ti^odad tardia sopokidaDs artieaydMit 
idue^ touch ef this litde animal, im;As{ dp iaP4e 
^sigMy laasuiaMBiedgr^^gmBatsBdAi andifaylaHi. 
IJpm lay biadiw^s gtardy addibgy diat/th^^ba- 
toiged U» di&Airies^ and irandd.ncvfe^.ofiaomrss, 
appear at all times — ^^ sure then there ^s nafe jnaMy 
fiuries in it,^ was die answer ; which betrayed die 
ftdl oonfidenoe of our poor peasants in die existence 
of die latter, and die conneadon betwe^a bodi. 

On our return over die boggy valley, we were 

* Lacertaag^ 



oftuek by the appearanee of # vf&mm of the dooiittfy 
widking betiween two men, 

'' High kilted was she as she ga'ed o'er the lea :** 

bufelamtoodiBcreet to aajrmoste. 6bo had e» 
ftoaty firaiid ott csoMlknt aae^Md of mddai^ 
acroas a bag, bat it vaa a oeniiiry too* late in ila 
applicflaimi. Our own aidU ia b^troHing gainad 
OS no IitlfeflreAt duxing tUa exteuitton ; ^^ Tioth 
Am ahe'a a good wanant fisr WBlkil)|;,'aiidiPoiildli;t 
atopnovfbrMUd&g onSootthc^kfiHsmRj enttrdywr 
^ Ood bksa Ihe lady Aen^ and is n't aba a Shmp 
dteppaE^"" wa^.a oaaqditaont by no.meaM to bo diih 
dajnady ehber aa taakgant or innqiiaafliva $ bnl that 
paod'to^the anlygntloBian in oor par^» Wa«> nal, 
fHttbapS) qute BO vdlUmud* Am ouz hif^laail 
giflift paaaedBon laeio biia^ be iQqQira& wb^ 
vavp^ aayin^ int Ititti ; ^^ Store i^ tron) jfoat Ibipk- 
iBf I Aatmaf.ibe^tfaovbidiaa irrik lOQ^ils 
•Honoarf?'^'^ » .' '»,.»> , ^ '-^-.:, •. •(•,■■• 
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LETTER XLII, 

Our coast is too wild, and our weather too uncer- 
tain and tempestuous, to admit of many excursions 
by sea ; and yet the scenery is so delightful, and 
the mode of conveyance comparatively so easy, as 
frequently to tempt us on board. It may well be 
called an iron-bound coast; for, beside the nu- 
merous islands of all sizes, which are surrounded by 
precipitous cliffs and rocky crags, the white breakers 
^hich everywhere meet the eye, tell that 

^ Mfu^ a rock, aiid jrmff a wave, 
Dpth break the pilot's rest." 

JUme idands, abhiwf^ lihcgr fttm a domUe 
shelter to the landsBum, who would otherwiee Iwe^^ 
poted to the whole violence of the Atlantic ocean^ 
and the JUbtttic galea, yet add very conaideraUy to 
tlie duigeEs of the unwary sailor. The merchant 
veBsda bein^, in consequence, oUiged to keep tbeif 
distance^ we miss the ^cturesque ind animated 
effect, which their white sails would give to the sc^ie, 
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and die view is only now and then enlivened l^ 
some little black fishing-boat, or the more imposing 
appearance of the cruiiers on this station. 

.After such a featfiil account, you must not be 
alarmed to hear that we ventured to embark, about 
ten days since, and aftcarfinovand-twentyhourB^ sail» 
fbimd ourselves, without any perilous adventurei 
safely moored in the bay of Galway. The morning 
q£ our departure was overcast with a sl^ht mw^Hug 
rain, which however soon cleared off, and we then 
ei^oyed a lovdy summer's day ; so hot indeed^ that 
we were glad for a time to take refuge in the calwit 
and afterwards remained on deck jtill midnight^ re- 
freshed by the coolness of the evening fareeae^ and 
admiring the glow of innumerable stars with which 
the heavens were illuminated, Aft^r tunting the 
point of our own headland, we coasted the island of 
Boffin, and soon came in sight of its harbour to the 
soathMrest, while en the opposite side we kn^ed 
up IJK bay of Batlpiakill, with aaoblegroiip'of the 
Pins in the back ground. The halrbmirof Boffia 
is a etmsidenibleistalun ibr fishing; and I ^widi' I 
eoolidadd, that tfaiBiraa, in eoKMBeqaenoe^a souyeo'ef 
eonstant dmpUiyment and emolmneant to kbs own lr»- 
halntMta, knd those of the n^Uxniriag dafil»tetB>; 
but, unfintunatdy, this ib very fiir.ftmn hksiiDg the 



eAseytbeTeaiekMgmMl in ^Im tnde cMnittg dl 
either from Scotland, or diea0i'di-ea«t6m cdaai'of 
ItelMd. ThenttlteB are, in&ct, loo poortoe1;k 
eolll»l«r the fudt and expense att^odant^on the fii^ 
eiy; and ft wm ody kMr aeatei, tibat Ae benefit 
of an BMBiense ahod^liemngii, anivkig «uiexpc««^ 
4Sf aHera lapse &t tume years, vaa aliaioBt Ibst'to 
Aim fay Ae Teiy dii|adat«d elate of ibm boats 
and^aoUitig. Btt^ exertion indeed -is made, meiy 
nnnroaerakied, prevkMiato the season fbr takh^'the 
son iah, bat dns alas ! is afanost a lottery, ahdhas^ 
dnting» the last ftw years, been particdhirly tmsue- 
ceisfld. 

VIFew&m laxm ako off tiie peninsula of Achris ; 
the^mahdand atretcbing out from the bay of ^Bdly^ 
nal^ <em one side^ to that of Ckggan on the other, 
wMt^a-imlch^oirer on Ae endnenoewhieh rises orer 
« llBge eiiagglhig Tillage. Tim spot, hntead tilf 
pnesMltii^ the pleasing pct«tre of k^itunate em- 
pi^ytneftt, and pBosperbus industry, is the^sceneof 
smuj^gMng ^nd fflkit dlafilhitaon, bearing iA-Ae 
ott##atfd marks of 'diat p^mtyand' vrehSiedness 
liUcb is so geiiendly the lot of thte poor undedixi^ 
engaged in the traffic. The se^ineur du tShgei^tL 
nn^BilMnan, ia^ Mnisdf bni of the most aetiiTe imd 
persifeveifingi^entsiwbotHbhmeh^s. ThefoBowing 



long mm& 9^m>ggnikmml%{hi9jak^ nftM Ibe ttitpnBi 
tiM. Tke tadf of di^h«9ii£»wp|nrtKecl hmmimify 

ms inithe habit of pf^qpttris^^ia 8MICo4«ia(^ 
wiiiskqr htum. ThU shbhiid moctt villio^yaiitiir 
St the fiame time takhug the tibttUe to write ofifHAi^ 

at thenoiBnMOt^ tfte^ei^taiii^ kiq^'^bfii>4>im^^^ 
net, saM out of Bally^^affi tSe ^n^ 
tadced dbKmt^ ^eat iiilx>(C]0ggate, ^i«iier«che^indid^. 
diatfly diflcoTtmd tl^ Gdlqmti;«r light litw sm^e^i 
andi iipott iMdiagy «^iikea the whcae\jqi^^i|lM«9>i^ 
^ork^ HaW:i9i?ieiMy w^^^bopO)^^ 
chaiigfiAthel/pglBhMiv^rfi^m B#yYf^ m)p^.^ 
^ 4Mniieti?e| dmoiNilUiig^ iMt<fl^ev4)^<taP4k^^ 
mi iMsatm of tbs pec^te ami ^Am^ pmip^:^. 
immediate advattt8{|e. \ v - 

..To il^fKiutb of3Qffi%kyftbi^si|aa.J4ap&i;^^ 
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hud Att lAmeitoMimatii'^if ^^ 
their li»fiii% as wdl m lo^iw)ticie.fthe wftaiining.tMiw 
of .the.eqipaMPdiiii^ wUdk bud bom^^ipGiic^i w H%li 
Ulan4> viihitalfiniUefi^^ 
fioled in conaeqpence, it is. sapporndf of letting in. 
the vftter,. while .canying on the. works imd» the 
sem ..W^Piwwcpiftmipded tbefine hiqr of Ardheuy 
aBd4»niei».vkwiifSfi»^H«iA».b^(i«ok'4»B jfa»: 
heep'tt a ivqpeetfclr distance- fipon dfis tmMndona' 
kdge of todts, whldi u Ae grtet bair ef aepitetion 
between our part of the' conntry aiid 'the bay of 
GaLway . From this point the Cimnenuurra coast be* 
q9iaes.«ao^)ar9tti¥dy t^nea^unintexs^ The. 

emtgmn^ itf Gidwigr ba; ia.vajcied wit|i ihi» flatrfx^. 
iikt^f idiaaii^jwhtte to;thfl<ewil^ 
aeft%liie oudM of inooatanM in th» couBtjFKyf daie;^ 
Here we were stnxek by l)ie appearimce ofr-die 
rude corraghsi belonging to the islanders, which> 
althpygh they. could notf(ul to remind us of our. 
pld J;;^19d% thf Wpl«h. cwwjles, .w.iti ,fs^ 

niAey B<i«^Uy/liuiki^Qf oRil]0«i^joa^^ 

Ihien) ore mMttMHl ^.tbaree «r fciHi Isuk^^^miaa^ 

and possess the notable improv e ment *rf a nidder*i 

. «{ The iwr^^ ,are eonstr^^ with.a^^rame wprVof 
«$kiw« covered with leather, or linea thickened w]|l^ gitch : 
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tfae nbcAeni cMe^ ivMbh imsetited to imri^ieir tio^^ 
Akig' iiK»e liym ft slmgl^ shoro/ lidtditg to liie< 
wgter^ 11^, wMe, as Wq woe aftdhrttrdil^ toM^ on^ 

Aey are built somewhat in the shape which botanists define 
by tiie term ^g-oblong, and admit but one person at a time^ 
whMe great objtet it is merely to Manee liimseif in' the cmJ^ 
tM» aadJwMhyom hatid k ^emiiiiitdiin padMUag/.tba »tliw 
1ioM|)jAa act* '.- Ill fagtj-^Hft oumkis* ind claaiBy..aiaoMM 
l)ep^ .le«9 ravamblf^icf to, tha ,|)oat <a i;jpU2f4 pecgg^c^^ tblfH 
IP an India* a^oe ; far le^s indeed thai) .^9 Irish ^orr^ ^ 
nor do they venture more than a mile or two beyond the 
mouth of the river^ and that only in the calmest weather ; 
while the natives of Arran were out fishing in liie Widf^ 
iotwOf and^ftea ttiAt t!ieiiitelv«s to a oonM^rabte dislttK^l^ 

nm tha.npari/.an4|yi<iii i fa t>l »al>gt ,oi„iii^i(^wtaiim 
sa#ig da^ t}a^;ifffeK l^o^^^y,, ^. Ae juwib^.,oC.fi(^^ or 
sixty*. Th^ move in rej^ar succession, linked in pairs^ by. the 
Seine net, which is held by each fisherman in one hand, while 
the other ia actively engaged in directing his course by the 
paddl^. One'inight'fattcy ^erd die iihy fleet 'bel6rigihg^ Id 
liMklMaai^satQiMM, iff lie cailite ag^'tf th6^wiAfii^» 
pt0ht^ Maamtt flegNrjtcil^ liroiir oatniiayf; biiitlw baRAn 
pfTttavNiier 4m 4ia Coflgo^ j M^^n^p^^^Umko^ ftdditPWM 
intcff^t JA tfia i^O^u:^ aQ4 in pf^eet hi^oiJiy ^wi^ ,tbjf 
idea, that it often appears to be a father and son, the latter 
perhaps only ten or twelve years old, whose coracles are thus 
connected. 

X 2 



tl^ oppodte caipt ace fine i(»atfml»d^ 
in puifltoi, 09 niliMe eggs so Bumy of the ^fetched 
inhaUMDiU ware fcmipelledto subsiBtrdiiriiqpihe late 
dxeadfb) 8Ci«oiiky. 

We were now in sight of Galway, and CQuld not 
but adi^ir^ the apjitearance of the town, aeatod at^ 
the head of th«^ lMgr» ,iiid tboLiit^bhaiQgBig ooob^ 
fteuHj vanAhfi&e:grmw i^ plantitliimis i(4iidi^ 
dfi^iiiigniiwi" Ae getttli^^^s nouseS) and fKlAarii*pIea8- 
8^ ' rdlef * to 'tUe batrennesli 'dP mocfrttafri' Bcetiety. 
^he town, li6ifeteTJ possesses litfle to correspond 
with thils ftrst advantageous impression : its extreme 
filth, and the evident misety.of the lowa'daai <£ 
its inhdHtants, strifes one widiriung|B^fis|$cntaai^ 
ebmpassioii.' ' The mw eovMiMt^, ^ie^tir^g^ecis, 
%dth of'Whieih a^ ijt^exei^ttt t)raer, andt9ie''%lia^ 
lately brecfed,' are all ofnamentathililffi^gi ; 'miWe 
river, were ithord^rfed wiih trecfe, and leas bbstruct- 
ei hj miH-dams, would become bA i^ditioiiiEilaource 
of beauty, as wdll a$ pleaMite aod^ecter^^i^ce- yVk 
ftond but liMie of the b^ik aAd^gaft^.^-nfo'^igu 

*potf tkese t>tx«fl<!>h4*ftrlri!ffimdj'^d^ 
custom for the lilies %6'att^d-eBm a aistafic^, 
which is of course a great ^awbadi! from anypulUic 
amusements at the time. -* - . ^ 

A. 
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UETTEB XLUL 



SEPTBMBEB. 



I Au sittiiig »t the optsu vindov, ^itj^^fffg f ^<nF*# 
fll#l»j*e« } 9pf ■^':«»» I»» fl««te(l rWOft W<'*hf 

JMd«et, and the fi»hixjB-B«^.;<ft9ki-%WD^;iS«j,oi^ 
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groMidi irinle Mme wb d kj^img ikmAM w 

flttfkKiig kapsy odMn trfing tMr sln^^ 

ing <a ioDoii tiar, aadiiliicn agmdUnM^ 

I Ime to vialch diem, in theae mdnnts cf lekuu- 

tion, irhM fteir figbtJie«rted guety dwastbonii 

k ftta^ a| kiBt fiMm tlio praasiir^ o£ acHui aiiffiivu 

iiig,.a»dindihaartB st31«Kv« to tlia tftjerftaflBt of 



'^ Diiicmg-is aggenend an amuaennkif^ 
iRnaiei; aai-tlHit'it does not aa fire<)u«i% ocane 
undea -Aa xbKFnAai af a ttsvcHer^-'iB, paoWbly^ 
anAng to -tiie ''diAreilce of 'dimatG^ idadi pjwaulB 
kr'bttag oAfai «igiifalln'dia opei' abr.-''Ja'tfta 
aiflfidila nados, tha'a^^aati of thefamabjhabHiiboBl^ 
iaiii^ itotadAa, ott a' aanflBgr«fireifiBg!» ttipaUaMi- 
adg tifriilK;aiid- aaaa^glte^seaauite 
arouritr/aa «isoaaii^faUiieiit,'>th,at aflnrAar Af.tiBir 
inaxBoaofted- ttepemias • «» teitoared'^mpfaa^ tiadt 
idnerant masters who more from YQlagg taiH3Qa|^ 
f«iudaibg)dit arJoi^ jneiudi te thq^^ 
Jaaar and'^pdtaliias 'saAdeat'^&r 'tlMfar inuideiafeiaaL 
Bvaa: ]»4]i[i wilffl oonlea wef faiTiBiviterhXWatfiaf 
.^Dti^sIclMM^ Mdfaaaaive TOeaHodETintefiaBB tte 
^nlfiBisbn'of int'mjBtSMsi r la^Ar>oodbBoiflfidaa( 
iraoimidr^ui jbung' aaul died thtdB/of ttyj^bna^fimie^ 
' teSaslaaelaf^^dfiB ^te $ttc '^iiejoamt 
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lisrliaiid; eaeiMidbg al tlie«M^ time tiro jfonSe^- 
maoBf wYnAimMhtMy^bt dMned oompatiUe k 
smhie xkfUmtA wim^. He -itm' m taihr and ft 
Ancing^MMterir Tii# xxmamtauAm irlucii'iie de- 
nuoded afpeared'to me Inge wken ee«i{«red «iiil 
tiieiiaaaittiif pn^naeiit pasflBtfedlijr. hii jfufikt; bat 
very inndequate when oompttred with iht flteie Aat 
k Mcc MSi i iy £nTft maaVsiii^oKt) even on a dkl of 
potatoefer A roDurse of eighteen. ktseos was {Mtd 
ht^hfiJbmo .tenpeiioiiBir* ' TlielsMinawcsegilve&^faiir 
arTfrrertiitte8»Ae:wttek. Tl» fiMiaadiho^BttMb 
ckmtter ei^. tbtrpeo^/}! lonnD ao tioA^tamami 
jteihiHcb^^iigiBracteegmeitf'thBlcafama^ aftd^im 
praUaUj^ made lomeiSniig fay Imb eAfar teade ; teii 
^ft&itdtd'thatihe waa a itpntab lr young man, ^' a 
ncbftllow j^MMghVas Dogbttify .wioidd aay^ i^^ am 
lludi.: hndqjtwb gonitf, aoad . ewe r y » i lln ng faariaamte 
ahnitrliim.?^*,r.iP- ujv> . • ) r ri yv- in , i . ■•• ■> 

Jhatelf iMud llnifpitihyttaotafe.^H4hi9r dsudny^nml- 
lar^ndto^hadrwidrni but a^bntterfl^a Wmhi menOi 

laanitti, ^vdMrnsifie lb puBcfaMoaDniriif «her.£i^i4| 

liiMByiWolstift ^.IUte: sditjKimirn^ irimfc darwaM^ 
ed. What was it then? '^ The green petticoat'' 



UtfJBfm f|NHkM:^iM».l BndflMwfrit '^ Sim 
MTjT Bitf MMOBJis it, W9B AmJM^^ hmlmom 

My HmUd fidend, wbo lapindoed neitlisr jroung nflr 
tinttuiniedy nodded l^er hted :ii«iy' sagacioiisly ; 
'^ ^^ sure dm, dmdite* .enthrety too Juutqw^^ and 
ihe.tbMiyQaactber J0gB^ m il>w 4e Z«phyr> tbst most 
eeftiudy [rbqiuxed at ^ddifianal ximad4]u J coidd 

htTifenMid to fkik' Jtwy »iBly>otiqpf[[igpiMitiiAiBr 
^eftflcoaft.-* ••••^ ■■•'*^ ...^ T. .., .'.. ...;..•. . 
. 'Biit;tlii9> not AktxDfypMHitjymhxrihUiift Abb 
ttdoUr ^qAi brhioh qtir peasantry w^l join tlie'&stiYe 
Mond. :W}iat >a;dd you thjnk, i^ upon inqoiiy 
intatbe imsism of acdld and fer^^ you weoe^iBfojiiiir 
^ii> diBfMhi iiTiiiilii , smb- tew^i«n% siittng 
bsMr, '«ft8r^' btifi^<>hMiUd^%idbii9Bgi»^jDV logumk 
i&flMmiaticai on.{be'ldng8^tliaev<»iiiatalt^ 
i&tt Itnfili is, 3ie' would Jbrays bedaMng, alfit'tom 
mi^deSa ibtd that we ^siddy but wbeceTcr thiBiewas 
f 4|n^^'iie .would 4di^^ be.in t^;"" and at Imgdi 
dsBipoMt ytufii fiA JT wd^fiob to thi|^ms<«fi#MW> 
1% lit Jo9oq(dttc^y.a^Liny o£ tbei&ir svlaiiM of Lot^ 
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danMI6^i tki/f,mB^mA iiQtie.nen-^iMDthift ; 
Ifiiuire knMma-lblla atpMn nm mmj^iuuk Hm 
rnkdei iri&m die ImA bmamspfMiaSij ^$miii vbMi 
dooely y amiaMWif ^i»it» lien tmati^^^ M iappeiMd 
diat heri^ef ifltduotttteflt was Ae diMue ef attench 
ing' a dUneiitgb^diDbl, wiiich two of her Ikde schoidN 
feilowaitftd been pmnitlod to do by their parentis* 

^ Otur jpoor little oi|ihan ha8» iioweirer, at lest escaped 
from our care ; and is again cast on the wide world* Be- 
guiled bj the promise of a new suit of clothes^ at the insti- 
gation of the priest of the parish, she has returned to a HTe 
of wahdering beggary. 

Oitf achM nOiiob had fl<iiirisbed» witlicMtof|K»iioi^ Ami 
iiig.&itr7av«#.:hia et iee^lh eiyieriaicad liieftte pf so aianf 
others; aad is at the present moment ahnost d9^efUd;r^ 
not liecausf the papents are indiflfereat to the improrement 
of their children^i-not because they are suspicious of any 
design of winning^ them over to a creed differing from thdr 
own; but because,'*' l^ure, your Honour, the curse of tfte 
priest li^ a' a^^»a^tiE5ng.'* -"Severiilof ^ po»^&mtk$M 
aliiUittn, wfthfeanrle their efes, eMpmied Airfr ngfet at 
Wogiobliged ti^ sire wp,4ftejadmffta§eB;Whiok fhcy had .sc» 
toqg f»ll9f^h mMTf ind^,, would l^cg^ yifld the pointy, until 
the most dreadfirf cuf^s and threats of personal violence had 
been used. Their sense of duQr to their children, and the 
strong feeling of their own interest, have at last been sacri- 
ficed to the more poweiliil pasaon of fbar. 
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Acknovlfidgeylhcii, ihift the sillwii cords of diraU 
pfttion are not bindiiig only on the wealdiy and the 
great; finr if yon lament oret its Victims in Ixm- j 

don, I observe them in Cmmemana. 

M. 



ij.iii .1' . • • • 
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LETTER XLIV. 



tBPTEiaSft. 



. Afts ytm almost tiied of my hmg lamUes, or irill 
you ftBow me to-day in a new direcdon? We will 
set ont al<Hig tke beach, and shall soon find our- 
adves amisng the rocks, a very txtwrnte spot with 
.us, fioin the nnmber of inteiestlng natural olgects 
'Vhich it' presents. To trace the growth of animal 
nd vegetable life, seems like feJIowing Natinre into 
her wodcdbop and laboratory. lioddng with an 
attentiye eye into these cavitieB of the rock, where 
the water constantly remains, and is renewed every 
tide, you may notice a ,sort of deposit or opating 
fiormed on the rock ; and springing fifom the sah- 
stratum, you discover the various 4ea-weeds and 
corallmes, in the earliest stages of growth; and 
ahdlfiah so minute as scarce to be discerned by ihe 
ndked eye. Further advanced, you have sea-weeds 
of varkms hues and forms, green, brown and ^nk, 
which floating in the clear water, and brightened 
by die son-beams, may wdl be termed maiine 
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ganleiM. Aimmg Aete lie wiiftfittd «MMirdiiit8^ 
aMsdM) €0iich68, pHtfWpUdM, liiq^elt; and, uUm 
beautiful than all, the aea-anemiMeB, eiiiifleiiy por- 
ple, and a ligbt spedded brown, dt-^etf pceoBar ap- 
pearance, qnreadii^'Aeir arms Cotlre Idndy wannt]i 
df the sun. 
It seems that the small shdLfiah pi^ upon their 

^tttly obMwtd nkeiODnnmi «iiudk«Ddi tfrii 

klm moikM 09^^^ f^ntAaUm.: Mm 

M tte«i^^il(fe 8h^^«Btf^eai0dtf|radt« i 
<befe^,ibettse^j ^ ifep w i a wWH W Wlig ^ Aewr^i^Uiiging' 
lK««i kijl W A^^ ^pftqri<giyiyOTetA»^ a i y ai flw rf 
jif^ lftiA>tlAA'ftiii8«higttt.Msai|{^^ 
itas '** ftMl WI>ftiMlHnfer> lAMangriacistiibis 

«MMut <*«f^ ^rt|h'4iii«ial «ib^aBii|^MlQigfihateiiib 

Ae' H^dflfe >errfriiH»e. i' «i^ vipmOi tlmm na^ 

iMA»ittf(^tiM» ^Mffle^silitdiMt^^ 
^eareia^lvfte^ ili«ra]«irin.aeani «fi thdb d^ 
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ifelMttUl thcylum dnnmoui wd df^?WMliAr 

wfaitovuids ; and ben^ ^pdiilelli9r4|ik.i«c];ffliti^«Hit 
iritli a heavy audi, yim will, I am siuc^ adprav 
nidt M» tW' bdwilJAa iinbbw ^sUWiii in^ dw 
apiaydMbiiiir tip bytbe w»f«a^.iiot«d Ipgbfc UMkdl 
fls w1k» fim^ in4li»ijr^ aad*of eawse-sliliMiiaBe^ 
c^meaeenl, fcM y^'extMOidy ftaMrirsfMU BfSmm 
oaiiawa'daik n^aiot yet'Oov^ved^bir' Ae^,fies4 

fance thrtngba nanrgw digwwl Tiiti^sfmftdmmf, 
by Cbe niod aldng^the «detof t|lfi»Mcri^>aft tfav^iM. 
tteiife dt ftediea a en(aiD^prio«,^tooiiQM•Tari^ 
diaibi^fat iolaiam of tiie zaiBbow,..7ne^ 
jBiMHe octaat. Fw^ length e£. tb^ tne magr watcflr 
iawMrddigh*^ taaUbttg^^^ 

mmAm «Baltta4MMtf ibe mdiriw^aa ba^fiiai Smify^ 
AttMH liie>i|My4a 4bldim(b9!&tlie ijaiai in.a.ckiQd^ 
akm>'tiie«iiifiiofc «f« die ooe«Kpaiid.vwe4li|A^At» 
flDtna Ifaciiria tkaeini, fai a^ h w aiwiU l^jfaactia^ 
in«Nitike*iral»r; agau^ dMt apai^isdiiFeR wid^ 
ar yivd^nr two of the ^vi»y spot en ii4(^ we stand. 



wtA^m nbArnm fituiUdin ilr i 

On dMM white saftiby too, you mff^mmam ymsm*. 
ad^M.wfiihiirvjeaABn.daM^ in fidang op iduib; 
fardldib^gliithayj«enol.&ud*ui my§tmMf^ioKmd»r 
attc»»:.yel there .isryaitefty miraeiii»vto sender .tibe.* 
powiiift iakxeslmg* ,. On booking mtamamOBcAm 
tbrmhar day, thBMLflfiNored:^^ be m^ fiiar out; 
oftheikirty^faee Bitebhefmei^ifuwlMli wibdl^ 
Bot.ftoeuBdl .fffONiNftia ^QiUkiQWirani; hiiwiJiailnri 
na^hhiuriinod*. , ftme^f Ae;J8pBik8i|intiiwwing; 
thfljfanntfjjlfiil .adMm.8Wl.fine poiiA^'SiliicIi tm^. m\ 
general, peculiar to tlioee)bDe«8ht fronitheiljKBUea* .: 
' €hir MKnHt&Me iaa0&eDniaxiDe>ott»i^j faavat^ 
nKymmk iim jncaanflMf :ln)ia»4ehe^taili^l>ul^<o£ 
wiMa iihapeeaiid flbm. < Tlieytcenlaki mfaolic^ 
iiMtg>andrtbitt»j4Ktl»/trtto^.apBie>aee amA odb 
noiad^lilQe marUai ; joilmn^orjA, witk^a iMindMnw 
Unik «R y dj ua -itort .TOand .ij^j naa a h .; letknra^ 
agnn^ nArlteiiaqnHien Hke n^ptnoiitoa onesod&i 
Qn/:dieiaa^ aHoe ofolhtin ito a invasiyiuBi mai) 
itfindan, iieipaoaannMdotkmitn iw^Bimfli ]Amait 
aan,!dh liiaMfheiianA gajgenwa^ Xkn^te^Mi^a 
bjaicwa, a iMceat .ine>i«tk jibe jfivb eadoari am 

^ Cbama. Pinna. Murex. Teredo. 
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poAs^ :ibim>t«o ftet Img, aid^ttx or «fgiM;i indini 
faroad. These pocU discha^ thar fircdt etsry two 
yon jvndi a^Tepoft like a piaioL The ^piaMily of 
esaentid €fiidiidi.liiey^contaiRyanBei tfaeni'to float 
ao-long in tha waieT^ tliat die leeda wmM no dmbt 
gMn]Ml6«>haidfatovarplatit&> Somarvf ihoama&ar. 
apadealircreiiidead fimierif.oidtiTaiad inSnglaBd^c 
but faa^e becnii^kcted4iii:aoanait; at Amrnam 
biing unoiiMineiital appeanmce. Tlie unlemnied 
naUivea of Cannemarra kave^ hoirev^, fixmd a fan- 
cifid 000 for diea^ nuts, by laying tibsna mukt tiie 
pfflowa of their atraw bed, aa a dianii agaimt the. 
noetumal vitita of the inriea. 

It waa wUfe looidiig for theae oMe nnidng last 
ireek^tha^mjjr attention was attracted fay the short 
skoHaote ofthe pretty saadJarks^ who visit thia 
part of dw ooast^flyii^ dbout iapairs. during.dio 
snniaeiF flioatli% aodibediiig either an. aea^wecda^; 
or foii the little £iea and iMeotGi to be ibttiid asaoAgat. 
itf and at. the appioaflh of wintpsv gadiarii^riiilfr 
flaolBBaadTinfluiig widi imeonhnon swi^auaa along^ 
Aeaaady jwafrontfaefanalcof thesrsreBi orfildmining 
awer dte^oilace of the watery their whiteiapeekldl 
breaata glancing- in the «a»-beani. Qm looUagiiip^! 
I saw one of these Inrds at a. short distfmce: the 
moment its little bright eye met mine it drooped its 
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wixfgr aad-irith a phbiiv^ cijr se*i0dit<r;e0art bqr 
aoiice as it liiAped along, I follfljved, ixcitr, fiiidn^ 
tbe chase inefieetualy Boon ga^it ji^aDil dR lelanN 
ing to the place from ivUch T set'ottAfdnmymd-tiw 
olgectof heramdetjr^ Jb vis tvoiildei^gi-lidd 
among die fattre aioneB^ widiottt any attempt' at a 
nest, frcttti wMdi, with inBtinetiTe4Bogsfflty, she then 
endeaToiued to 'dscDjr mci 

A. 
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LETTER XLV. 



OCTOfiEB. 



Yous taste for anecdotes, wlddi are characteristic 
of naticmal peculiarities, might easily he gratified, if 
you could sometimes take my place hy the fireside^ 
and have near you the old lady who makes frequent 
use of the privilege which gives her the freedom of 
every room in the house, to call my attention from my 
book, or entertain me while I am at work, by repeats 
ing some of her long stories. Her age, which carries 
her back more than half a century, and her pnrfes- 
fiion as a nurse, which has gained her admittance, 
and a sort of prescriptive right to intimacy in every 
house in this part of Ireland, from the castle of the 
noblest lord to the meanest and most neglected 
cabin, enable her to furnish tales and anecdotes in 
greater variety and abundance than any one I have 
ever met with* Add to this, that she herself belongs 
to a class altogether lost in ^England, but still to be 
met with here, where feudal feelings and affections, 
although,^perhaps, no longer supported by the laws. 



yet find snfficietit eneoion^ement in Ae hsfaits and 
mioiners of die ])eopIe. Kind-hevted joid diarit- 
Me, she is always ready to listen to the fxmiplainis 
of the poor, entam into aD their tales of diatMes, 
giTes adviee and asaiatanee gratditon^v^ind acfs at 
a sort of me&tor between them and dwic ridier 
neigUwuia; excidng aympadiy and cxHnpasaioa in 
ihe latter, and mald^'heiadf very ofken the beam 
tf the idiefwUch; her intercession has^tained.^ To 
h» msg»Amoa ahtt dtetidus those A^Hi^ af neqMBet, 
and that warm-hearted attbdunent^ whkh no ex^ 
tuam^ ^ anftiing haa yet been Me io cradidate 
fiiMi llie uinda of the lower oideca of Ipishi : She 
ddigliu to dwellan the beauty tf one J^, 4nd ibt 
geneMsi^of die'odier; and when the ciremnataBces 
of her narrative cocpost their ^oes andfialinga^ idie 
ttaeheathiiaintfaiiiiaiitaUe tenderness. 
'•* SoBid of )her lalea are altogether of a* wild and 
fiiHKafld natore; oi^ebted^ it wdukt cecb^fioin noveb^ 
iliiwpapma) aad ^imngitmea. ' To these : she giviea a 
^f'lbeid 'habitation^ whidi k' genendly Duhliat; -a 
yAiii:ifgrrauie9gfMic, aAniltibg^ a-gaodfounck. 
aj&nibrhSr<iPends»and:]i(ipidbBlH^ Tlmttuob. 

ventorea of the lady who braYcty deflndod hit 
ettUsinVfaoiMe^ and, Arcmgh a hole inr die abirttei^ 
shlit oafi o^<ihe toUMrs ; whowattsfte^midli haveCed 



by a vetjr ekgami gmdenMnin DuMui) and mflmed 
to liim bc&re sbe discoTered that he was a vofabctrft 
and farathcr to the ime ahe bad ahot ; .wi4h a d6^ 
fwu&mani of the robber^a caw^aadthe lady hiuiged 
nphyhm hadb; th<(ie»andnMiay «i0Beof ilia aene 
cotfty haw litde inteMat, exoepft as piaofiho£lh^;«rQ» 
dubua simplicity of our good lady> who n^ff^^jf 
faefieves^ even to the suatuteot detail^ every otte of 
them: hit we knd a wiIliBg ear tothan idl, oatof 
iMqpeet t»one who would fed .hurt i£.aithar eMdeaol 
or attendoB were denied faer« 

It ia when repeating theaaeodotes oonne«ked.wifeh 
the history of famOias rending in the oountasy tiiat 
I file to listen to her: when seated by the fireside^ 
dose to the gronnd^ retting on her beds, in the 
peculiar attitude whieh the peasantry of.tbia conn* 
try seem to psder to the use either of chair Qr>ttQelt 
her eonatenance lif^ited up by thereceUeslMB: of 
soenea in which she tanaesAj. bsse a.dittinginahad 
part; her stnng aeceni and native idimagtvui; 
feros and energy to her language; while the.addi^ 
tion of names and dates allowB you to oeasider the 
narrative as somewhat better authentioated than the 
fanner; it is then that I listen with pleasure^ as 
die sepetitioB of one story odls.up anoAer* The 
take ef imed maniages, fidddess husbasidsi. ladies 

y2 
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dying of faroken hearts, or locked up, during years 
of lengthened caplmty, m the fiunily castle, by 
some jealous Othello, give a livdy pictute of the 
semi-barbarous maimers of the last century ; man- 
ners which are nowrapdly melting away before the 
extended intercourse with the world, and the Eng* 
lish education whidi is now so generally given to 
the sons of the Irish gendenan. 

Some allowance, you will perhaps say, qu^t to be 
madefer the exaggeration of colouring natural to an 
old lady, looking back, over many a l<mg year, to 
the joyous days of youth, when a sanguiiie temper 
and ignorance of the world give a brightness to 
every scene whidb in after life we vainly seek to 
restore. But I am not indined to dlow any such 
impeadunent of her fidelity as an historian. The 
correctness of many of her narratives has been con- 
firmed to us by some of her contemporaries in afaigher 
rank ; and, during the ten years that we have jieen 
aequainted widi her, ihere has been no variation in 
her' tales. Not only tibe incidents are the same, but 
die veJby words are the sasne as those wliidi we first 
heard. 

The poor lady, so young, sa beautifiil, so sweet 
tempered, who survived only two years the marriage 
which a cruel unde conipelled her to enter into. 



8tiU appeun on her wedding nighty in a ^' white 
satin nef^ig^,"" stealing from her bridal bed to the 
litde chamber of her nurse; and pasfling the weary 
hours in weeping and lamenting her unhappy fate. 
We still hear of the young ^1 of sixteen carried 
off (m a ^lUonyby a near relation, in defiance of the 
most sacred ties of kindred ; and, in the broad light 
of day, gallopping tlurough the little country town, 
in a morning dress, without either cloak or bonnet, 
her comb fallen out, her long Mack hair streaming, 
*^ like ameteor in the troubled aur^ ; and her brother 
foll0wi]^4it fill! speed with a cocked pistol in his 
right ha)id. {Nearly a twelve month after, in the 
darkness of a cold winter's evening, a car drove up 
to the good nurse^s cottage, and an infant was plac- 
ed in her arms, by a stranger, with a request that 
she would administer the proper remedies for the 
complaint under which the helpless Jittle innocent 
was sufiEsrtng. The (iUsprder was an inflami^ation 
of the liings, which yielded to the usual apfdication 
of bleeding and bli$te«ing,^ and to the unremitting 
care of the old lady, whose humanity made no dis- 
tinction between the children of her friends and the 
poor little unknown, who was thus mysteriously 
confided to. her. The in£uit upon its recovering 
waa taken away with the same cautious seerejcy, and 
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it WAS noi lU many months after that she diaeof^r^ 
ed the Matte of diis hapless child of shamfr 

Another tale places in a stiikfa^ point of viftw 
tfa^ systein g£ militaigf despotiam mlm^ dmng 
a long pociod, harassed our unhappir peisnata; 
whose cries wese disr^pirded, andidipee complnitts 
were ansiveied enly bj repKoaches of rebeifion and 
disaffection* Thelady of the captainof arqpmeaty 
quartered at Castlebar, in passing abw^ the nanour 
pavement of that little town, was met by a yoiu^ 
giri from the ooqntsy canying a bundle on. bar bead. 
MAsr from ignorance or inafitcntiett the ^ took 
die side nearest tiie wall. The lady stcf^edyfiaid 
imperiously desired bes to j^ve-way jta bcr.bellem. 
XhB poor girl saw that somethiB^.vas wtos^ bat 
not understanding the language in which sbe^WM 
addeessed^dm preaaedatia doaprto the waB^ with* 
oot isahpttgnny answer* The infiitia«ed lady^fAer 
.gi«uig aease rent to her passion, relmmd It Ae 
bamdurai^dinfliBtcsl that examplaiy yfigwince 
• shooM he tabqa on the ofendar. : A ffi€^Jpfno^itf8 
WHS drawn out$ and, headed by tlieif.iQaptaii^fffo* 
qsedsdiii aeaach df >die deUnqoeiti wko«« p^t^- 
mentwM ^eow^ to be cau^ of idbidh gro« «MS^tp«r- 
ka^betas ignoaanti as I was, until enMi^tenftd by 
Iha eaphmatmt o£ am gotdb nnrae; who,.^m a 
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nAkbwia tbe-coim, wMhenidf m 8|neCatorof the 
J&sffncMt aoeiia Tlw uaArtanate giri wm to be 
tAriMMMff oa^ef the town. As soon as ehe made 
jMSt^peflMttee,Bhe WW hooted at, pelted, aad por- 
MMd by.tbb fioUiirs, makn^ ahideons noise with 
dmittt; tnimpetBt^etc* The peeple wese aftaid to 
mceh^hto'iiile Aeiyfaaiises^ a nibUe of aen and 
iMoyeweresiMMieoUeotedy and, flying firom om street 
tetittDdudr, sh^eipoaaiioed a trasHneiit tiailar to 
dat of diab]!:«porar degwho has had the ill hide to 
be enB^ Mui ; and her end mi^ perhqps hare 
been the saine, liad not the dmity of an dd.wt>. 
ttiaBOpCMd«he^diM»of a little hevelyin theoQt- 
ddteiof Aetofwv--*4he'po<» gitl ndbedioiyandy ex- 
hanatedb/'Art^w-andtalDQr^ sonkfinitnigioii'liie 

• One nose taMeliall faring nqr letter to a oonela- 
siMb ItW»beenfliithentieBtedtomi^b|r.aiiiotitt 
iak ihs^ i0atte^«ad IlUnlc yon may osBsidcr iti as 
tiAmUy iiidMti«e9f OMttiiieimwhkklMfcyeJjeenyaAd 
tiiAJ^bei'litilli in 8onie.d^tee, ^zietuig ki die mmol^ 
paM'ii^'ibBimitauL^^ Not' ^^ akQryeaKs siaoe'', 
mhbA hi fiKlflld mightlAnnidi an entertaining n 
irtihcnie a^favNovth-BnitBin; two jmopg eficemJeft 
ifairieii|Uivtem it .;.*.. . . in.thn west of Ixnhiid, 
toidine '#itb n nsJ^Uunring ehisl>»ini. |leoeKred 



with thft g tij ifot iumfka&if^ tliey dribatodon tbe 
gpodnera cf the wine^ wUb cloaed do€fs, iady m po-. 
tiiCiaiia long aid deep, amidflt ihe pleaaons of die 
w<nrld»effefatoldly lost all sense of its dtficnlties and 
oares. In due^oider^ B^mxaA the bawpiet hall, weie 
idaced, in giUed Aaiaes, die sons and dan^tersof 
the hens^; eaebas laige as h&y andirith costeme 
aftd attitude varied to suit the chaiacter q£ eadi. 
Heie sat a yemdifuL beauty, mdnipery of. die purest 
white; thore stood a distinguished patriety in die 
uMfbrmof hisdub; bey Qnd> in a green taffeta diess- 
isg gown,, with ydUaw dippefs. Ids moie indobBt 
boather, the eldest hope of die fiunily, lediaed in 
aaeasydttUE; here die TOiexaUeiiioA^ of die tribe 
BppmKdj and there the duef himael^ iike Banqoo, 
pointing to die rest, as it were to say, ^^ all theseaie 
mine.'' . The jovial pantyaa* and lodUed^-And safrand 
loakedy.and Jaoked again. Ly^ations to dte present 
and ta die abaeipiftlbllfiwed in xapidaaooesrian ; and 
all waa5iiiiatenru]^ed mkdi and goodhinHnar;tia^e 
peMailtof diftfiivdurite rister of .die£*iQify w 
dentally notteed^ and the btaoty lOf dwiteBeBifafaaiee 
caQedrnqutetiML Concrive^ if fmat oskw diedia* 
ma|rn£4ikeidK»l9 dan! Thd mdueky^indinidul^ 
who had kaataided die.iemaack,.had.lHifceae« 
ofesoapet He^dunsw die* falatne an die^pesr- ^ 



artist, aiidty by a dalSol tnaadeuvref, avoided the 
poBifiluiietit diie to his temerity. His oj>iiiion was 
jKoaoiiiiced to be^eonrect. AlL'agreed that the kdy 
liad bef» most foully bdied: th^ censmre was quiddy 
teteiided to the other portmts; and oh t for the 
pen^c^Ihryd^, to describe the oonfosiaB Aat en* 
sued. The' chief seised a botde;* the i^rdour of his 
guests wsas TMsed at his eommand^ aaad, with cbawn 
swards, they soon redaeed the* uaoonseious eaavass 
t&^diahonbimdsle rags. 

In I /the momUig, o&e of the young offiecrsoon 
awakingi began to feel alarmed at the seeneswhiiA 
crowded' i]{K>ft his recoUeelion. In a eduntry whete 
the 'pride of fiinnly is notdtogether feigott^ what 
could be more dreadftd than the anmhSati^ of a 
whole TAee ? Who could be mixte obnoxious than 
the destroyer of a generation ? As these thoughts 
rapidly crossed his mind, he called up his com- 
panion, who entered largely into his fears. Regi- 
mental business might be made an excuse for an 
eariy retreat; but it was deemed adviseaUe that 
the excuse should be made by letter radier than in 
person. The toilette of a solcKer on the wing is 
easily completed. The conscious culprits stole 
through the long galleries on the tiptoe of alarm, 
and deflcoBided intothe yard to hasten the caparison 
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of their steeds. All was ready, and the younger 
was just leading his horse through the staUe docnr, 
when lo ! the ghost of the green taffeta dressing- 
gowiiy and yellow slippers, which had been demo- 
lished the night beAtfe, stalked ascross the yard, and 
ftced them at the gate ; greeting them with an ex- 
damation of surprise, and a ^^ Whither away so 
early ?** Btsistance to such an qpparition was yain. 
An'adfOomiBentto Ae breakftst-room took ]^aee; 
whttc^ in perfect good humour, amid the shreds 
mid potdies oB^ke wall, whidi wared around as 
pbndaat oriiamenis of the sc^eiof action, Aqrinet 
die party who had separated the night befete. If 
Aen be hospitality amoi^ the sons of Green Erin, 
^asituothevef 
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LETTER XLVI. 



NOVEKBEB, 



SfiilcH ym are aa well plened with die traits of 
Bational dbaiaeter contKmed in my last letter^ I am 
h^ tempted to wish ycm bould take your etatioB, 
some moniiBgy.at.tbe wiadow of our Uttte/modienie 
room. ItiBf I aaeuve you, the seene of maiqr «ltt- 
dicroua aad laany a fnAs&c dioflMy of Iris h idiom, 
and Irish ehnjaaioe* Shodd the day, however, 
prove frosty, with a sharp nordi*easleidy^' wuid 
(which imfortunately happens to be the aspect of 
the window), you will probably find only one or 
two stragglers, urged by the extremity of the case ; 
but if it is aoft warm weather, although perhaps 
damp with fog or minting rain, you will veiy 
likely see, asour Irish girl expressed it, ^^ the bulk 
of a patron in it^ ; a patron, I think I told you, 
was the name for a feast held m honour of the 
tutelar saint. Our poor people are thoroughly 
accustomed to die natural moisture of their soil and 



dimste, but they shrijok from the piercing oold 
which they are probably less fitted to bear from 
their low diet and scanty clothing. 

The first petitioner may perhaps come for medi- 
cine for his little *' sMster'^. ^' And what is the 
matter with your sister ?^ ^^ Upon my shoul then, 
not one of me knows; only she is dead kilt in every 
part of her. body*"" It .appoBiredf after a diligent 
nqsa eiananation, that the. poor girl was eaSemtg 
from eoldand &yer. 

Another, applicant tella a sad atpvy of an old 
waman. ^^ Ah, then, it would. ]^. your Honour, 
to.see the poor ciafur, abe is. quite aydkly, oiippled 
i^to/the kneea.this. long time {lasi^ and looks no 
bigger than. a. aod. of. turf, as she sits up iif the 
chmuey^amer^ Ere yesterday, while all her .people 
werev out .digging |ira^ she fell, bai^ards, and 
go^ all bumt^iaad..sQrrow one .of us. was there to 
bdp Ji^."^ 

Yoaaskia thiidJbiowlong;his.aon has been 4sojU* 
^V8use, your Honour, heV^asas.good last week 
amy bit as my8el,.that saa^ ; ^d he'd joeyer come 
tftjor eutx)Ter.the thseshidd^ without, leaping it ^^r- 
ia..t}ie' /picture. which he. dxfws.Qf thei alaooty of 
hsaltL 



A fourth excites the smfle of incredulity , by com- 
plaining that she is lost with the pain in her head^ 
with which she is attacked every night. She has 
been ailing some time, Ae says, and sure she shaU 
never be better till her head is measured. Upon 
inquiring what this means, it will appear, that it is 
to be measured from under the chin to the front 
part of the crown of the head; and again, fit)m the 
nape of the neck to the same point ; by how much 
the one length exceeds the other, by so much is the 
head considered to be open ; and it must be closed 
before the patient can recover. The measurement 
is to be repeated three times ; and, it seems, there 
is no doubt of the eflcacy of ^ the remedy ; but the 
misfortune is, that there is no one in this countiy 
who can do it. The matter very probably ends, by 
the girl setting out thirty or fbrty miles, as it may 
happen, to visit some friend or relative, where this 
wonder-working operation maybe performed, -witii 
skin sufiident to ensure its 'success. In return, 
some friend or relative will, jiurt as probably, travd 
back in company with het, for the benefit of the 
salt water-— a fitvourite prescription of iiheirB, tattA 
serric^able endu^ from the prevalence of scro^ 
frdous and cutaneous disorders. But it is sirdfy 
only in a country where the general stagnalion of 
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bonnetsfi leaves the plants vacant and uneinpTo^ed, 
diat they oonkT find time and hu^Iinadon to waAd^ 
from home on eretj sli^t |iretext of heallii or 
pleasure. TMs thejr are, at present, sa ^(mch in 
the habit of doing, that two KtAe giris of ten and 
twelve years old, the dnldren of a decent tort of 
man, % carpenter in thSsneighbbmliood, aiii -fre- 
qtten% absent from tfchod tat two or th^fee days or 
a week at a time, iq>on a vidit aft diftrent places^ 
within the distance of tweifty or thttt^ miles. 

Medical assistance is a modE mdre allowidMe 
loxnry ; and sncflk it reaQy is to these poor ci^eaftnl^s. 
A few weeks since^ a man wafted dnrough* Joyce 
conntiy , upwards of thirty miles, then todk boat up 
tho Klleiies, and all this with a Ifime Ii^, f<nr die 
sake of a plaster. At another time, a woman car- 
ried home some medidne fef het hoBtiulId^ lui her 
sonf and hensdf ftUing ill, i^i^h the natme of 
thdr com{daints was extremely dilferesrlt^ ytt*^^ si»e 
the bottle was a good botde"^, attd its eoiitelsks wi^ 
Inboinistetfed to idl tluree in stieeendoil. lH'maiiy 
parts of tMs country, tinroughout vm^ eittenrivcf 
cBstricts, fliey are iitterly destitute of elAer medU 
ikaeB or advice, except what they get fiiMn ^ them 
oM hi^% as I heard an apothecary indiqgniind]^ 
term ihewiae women, who undertake^ by vifttie'of 
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Gliaiiiiaaiid shapleit ta measura open bends, cuie 
0f . witpbcmft, etc« To b^ suce^ our sunplo 
I fre wUIiog enougb to be doctoied if tbeii 
finger doesi but adi% by any one who premises them 
relief; ai|d, in the feryor of their gmtitode^ will 
oft^ look upcod their bene&etor as 9; gifted person* 
*^ May it pleipe your Ladyship, seeing that Q04 
has apiHwated your Honour to be a mother of . the 
po<H?^-^-^<gasthe bflgnnjng of apetjtjan presented to 
a lady who i^aa eonsidared more than usually suc^ 
oeafldbl in the dislcibution of medicines ; amethod 
<^ beneficence very genetatty adqpited in Ireland^ 
where ftw of the houses of the reffldent gentiy ase 
without a . modieine chest, whi^h they are always 
ready to open, at the noquest of their poorer neigbo 
hours. 

In many places, the w^ntsof the pooi^ in tlws 
laspect bave been s^pplied by the estaU^faoMntof 
local dispensariee. Where these.are under tb« yiffi* 
bmt supeisuitendlify^' of a judidious resi^nt iqsKith^ 
eery, and of an aqtive maniKing committcet no 
doiAt.they mttst.pi^aveamost excellent and «^eient 
mode of relief:, but, alas! the selfish q^t of job* 
bmg ooiriipls even, the channels, thiiough whidi 
benevolence is. made to .flow. These dispensariifa 
aaeMp|K>i!lcd by sums^ votied by the $pcand jurjf .at 



336 

evety ntmes^ equal in amoaiit to the vdnntary 
sttbsciipticms raised on the spot; which last^ althon^ 
swom to as hmd fide recetved before the present? 
ment can.be passed^ are, in many instances^ merely 
nominal^ while the stipend, provided by the county, 
beeomes an easy sinecore to a n^ligent, unskilAil 
practitioner; or in some, though certainly fewer 
cases, the benefit of the institution is lavished in 
needless and indiscriminate proftision. ^^ Take care 
yon don^t waste any of this medicine,^ said my sia* 
ter, on giving a young girl some castor oil to carry 
home ; *^ it costs money ; if you were buying it at 

doctor^s at ^ firom which place she had lately 

returned, ^' you would have to pay eighteen-pence 
for a dose.^ ^^ Sure then it^s myself never bought 
that same, for Mrs. B.**^ the mantua-maker, in whose 
service she had been employed, ^^ when she would 
be wanting it for the child, used to send to the 
Dispensary dose by.^ ^' And did she not pay for 
it at the Dispensary?^ ''Sure nobody pays there.^— 
'' Well, but does any one who pleases get medicine 
for nothing?^ '' Yes, sure, every one who chooses 
to ask for it.^ '' What, those who are rich enough 
to buy ?^ '' Sure, your Honour knows, if the doo.< 
tor's wifo happened to be under a compliment to air^ 
body, or aigrthing that way, die would let them 
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have the medicine without asking them the price 
of it*** This being ** tmder a compliment^ ^ is, in 
truth, an expression of most comprehensive mean- 
ing, in the jobbing dictionary of Ireland. But, with- 
out a compliment, I will conclude my long letter 
with the warm-hearted benediction received, just 
now, in return for some trifling service of this kind. 
^' May God Almighty, and the Blessed Virgin look 
on ye, and bless ye with the light of heaven, when' 
there ^8 nothing else wanting to ye; and that ^s all 
the harm that ever I^d wish yees."" 

A. 
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LETTER XLVII. 



DECEMBER. 



Yoo xfmembcr how much we weiie Hstrudc, while 
xeadbig out ftyomite Mi& Carter's Leltere^.by the 
irttochMflnt'Ae shewB to her situnilicm «l Deal^ You* 
remember how she delights in the sea^de, the sea. 
sir^ the sea janrnfetu ; though that very »tuatioB 
ejEposed her to all the ahurm« of the Fr^oMeh inva* 
aioD, and lirought continually within her view the 
ftightibi effect of winter atorma upon a sea-^oast. 
Do you not remember one letter, in wlioeh she men* 
tions g^ing to bed at night in sight of six large 
vessels riding at anchor before her window ; and 
waMng in the mondng, when not one was to be 
deen^^tbeir wredks were strewed along -the shore! 
ISitite I hav« lived by die 8ea.«oast, I thhik I caik^ 
better understand her fedti^ga. There is somethii^ 
very attractive, very intureeting, ni a sitnatioD bf 
Aie sea-aide; nay the very Iban, and unoertaintieSy 
and anxi^ttes Aai it ghrea birth ta^ seem only to 
ewroar^ itst more. ' 
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hi the evening you see the sky thick and lower- 
ing, the south-west wind is gathering strength, and 
coming on in gusts ; you look anxiously round to 
see whether there is a sail in the offing ; you in- 
quire whether the herring-fishers bare put out their 
nets ; or whether the kelp-boats are returned from 
their trip. Or you are awakened, perhaps, in the 
Httddle of a winter's night, by a sudden squall of 
wind and hail iiM seems to diake the house to 
its very fbundadon ; you tbiid: of tkose who m$y 
pesrinips be tmiaaig against the blast, witfaki a fyw- 
Miles of your dwn peaoefiil habitatbn, atruggling 
against death, wihik you are sunk in repose i and 
b^re you turn again on your soft pUbw, you 
breathe an earnest prayer Ibr thsm, to Hint wha 
Uds his aagrt 

** Ride on the whirlwind, and direct the storm.*' 

Then is there no iniereat in watc^iiiig^ through 
the thick veil 4tf.a Nmmb^ dny^ owie poer vcmel 
driven ap^rently. at the mercy of the. winds aipd 
waves ? You tabs your .|^«s«i, and atmn yimr ^ym 
to discover who and what shi» is; but ym.hm sighl 
of her behind. Ae liaing waves,. or spine headland 
attSifaer ^ firom jrafur vi^.,. Que ^r. tmo jsmiih 
which at first you saw set, are noif ^tlisg$k t^ A.^HffK 
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faer crew are on board ; yet yoa see her drfren by 
the vind along a channel lined with rocks, right 
upon the shore. In spite of quidi sncceedrng 
storms of rain, and a gale that scarcely a&yvs yoa 
to keep your feet, you make your way down to thtt 
beach. You see that the Vessel is ahnost dose in 
shore, but makes no fiuther way.-^^Has she struck F 
Will the crew escape ? She has not strudt-Hshe 
has thrown out her anchor-^btit the aiiehordn^; 
and iAie runs so near upon a sunken i^k, thAt 
the least shift of wind might wreck her. Yet'she 
is not wrecked— the wind abates—^ p3ot is s^t on 
board — she is brought safely into harfooui^— and 
you go home thanking God* &t those who niay, 
alas ! have no thought to thank Him for them^Ivea 
Or, how would you Kke to have been awakened^as 
I was one morning last autumn, with the cry of, 
" A wreck ! a wreck !" I soon ran, half dressed, 
to join my eyes to the eyes of almost 'alF tSfe other 
members of the HSilnily assembled at the wiAdOw 
which offered the most ftvourable 'new. -B^ the help 
of a glass, we could distinguish a large Vessd,' ail 
helpless and diismantled,' dtiMng on the ocean ; Mkf, 
rigging, all * gone ; and nothMg left but ^ i6tunip6 
of her masts, and a poor tattered ensign,' fii^teiiM 
to the top of one of them — ^n emUemof di^sdliitioif. 
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^0iHl;^ Vfpe updm^iitely sent out to tow her ashore, 
^be was %^d completely deserted ; neither paper«, 
9or fi^1^tU7e, nor ind^edf encept her cargo, was 
l^nytbuxg to \f^ found, on board> bjat an old hat, ^ 
p^r of .d)eck^ trQws^rs, ^d aom^ shoes. There 
were evid^int iparks c^n hatchet having been u«j^ ; 
gbayingfi wenp found on deek ; and, it was supposed 
jthat these ^wene traces 6f the e}(ert|ons made by the 
crew to save th^ lives, by fitting up their broken 
f tinaps for nutsts. Alas ! what h^d becpme; of th^ 
poor fellows ? Whi^ a soene of mort^ d^itree^ Qnght 
bav^ p^sed m board that un&rtmiate vessel ! Qne 
of the ^bo^ h^d evidently belonged to a woman, 
and . one pair to a ^^ild^ How muQh this little cirr 
cuQ^sjMmee ad^ t« pur.sympalhy ! Her c^q w^ 
f ftfe, i«^ it. con4^Ae4 of tim]l?er ; fipd» indeed^ it if as 
the tiinber ai^ne w];4ch, had enabled her to flp^t ; 
&^ h^ b<)|ittx)m was oi^t| and her stpm driven. in» 
This ^rgo there yta% some diffi9PUy W securing^ 
tb^.Yfiseli If ai?,%jtg]^t .ashore, ^pd g?roup^ed qn the 
ptmA^^ :V^-thp t^^ wa$,.cqapji^. ij^ wii^ a heavy 
pwell, an4 the. jtiigiber was floating fs^% out of her 
ftem- The Uul^ ,b^)ts^ ^thered. round) a^4 en4ear 
ii^W^ wiitb jfope^ to fasten, the, pi^cps as they 
^C^^.out, ^i|d .brji^g. thcsra, tp li^d. Most con^t 
VkU^Ji did jthp,i^y^s,of #s.,wild c^oojli ^ppejfr. in 
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their element, wlitile dancing in ihdrr codkle^lMSl 
tx)ats, on the tops of the waves, or Wading tip to 
their arm-pits into the water, to secure the 6tahet as 
it came ashore. The nature of the ^kerlion mw 
exactly suited to their taste. It was liot a; regular 
course of perseTerihg industry that vna lequited 
from them, but an extraor^Biiary effi>it w be ittade 
only for a certain tinie x and the ^timulitt' to exer- 
tion wad BO mttch the greater, as their ^^^iwefce 
magtiifiM the prospect of gim. Little ^ fhey 
think of'Ou&tcM House reguliitions ; still tesi9 of 
the cld^s of Ifid Majesty in hft- IS|^> Ocmn^iof 
A^iralty : Sit shipw&s tin Us lloMiir% taad^ and 
of comae belonged to his Honour, and Was of'do^se 
to make his fin-tune. And aecordfegty, werking 
under his inspection, to make kh fbttune, Aey 
shewed a degree of aclSirity and darihg, that had 
nearly rendered tUs btisy'day a diiiy <^ grief itnd 
moomin^ tb the- neighbourhood. 

The tide w^as near its height, and some tre- 
mendous seas came suddenly in, 6n» d%er 'andtSiier ; 
the little boats rose on thdr tops, and sunk again 
ih their h<^1161^s ; bat waVd'fitfter wa^ r6l!ed in, and 
l3iey began to f^I their danger. Som^ maide for 
tWshor^, and' alt hiid oifders to do 'so. One tittle 
boati liowe?ver/8t31'temained *flisieiied'by i rojf* to 
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ibedbipVsideyXnd attracted all our attention. The 
waves Yose teromendously, and threatened every in- 
,8tant ta awamp her. One minnte we lost sight of 
herj in the hollow of a wave> and th«re was a cry 
^ ** She^s goae"^; but the nexl;^ she rose again 
>on ita. top; die minute afUr, however,- she was 
indeed, gone ; and nodding waa to be seen but the 
heads of the poor fidlowg who had manned her, 
A^^atuig on the tide; their aima stretched out, 
i9trug|^Ung with the watera, while the next wave 
Mtoined the boyalrked upwaard* Only two of the six 
poor lUlowB were good swivmerB.; and though "the 
fihoace.Was. lined with people, who were quite? near 
enoi^h to hear them call for help, it was impossible 
to assist them. One wave after another rolled oyer 
tbem» iand jufi(t as they seemed approaching the 
; shores overwhelmed them with its foree, and earned 
t ..them back on its return. The struggle wajs^Joo 
great for their strengjth. One ppor^fian, who had 
4ong beeii stenwing the waves, at length «ieemed 
, t^jfflveTif up>;he ihrew out hi^ arms, let. hi$ head 
611 back, and,^^with his mpulh ppeo^ f e^n^ed at ^the 
. last cxti:en4ty.. Happily, thci waves then bro^ht 
, him in sq oear the shqre, t^at.sf^ei mep iifere^ifble 
, 49 5W) into .t|M5 yrpX^p. and dri^ him out. > Q^^ or 
.,,*^9t_ P)%r8 ▼«« wcpur^ by. ^be ^fuaejopffif^, till, at 



Ictogd^att-iiiiswfdytinii^to knd; and, aftir 
Aonie liMizsy «I1 w^r^ happily leooTnttd But hcrar 
kmg tlid Imw piinM :did these few nomeiits 4if 
iiupenfle apfcnr I Itimsai^eiiBeof the wocst kind; 
,{br we weie eonq^elkd to stand idle, iocAiiig at 
pur &Uow*cMatiirea 'eipocped to the moBt pnsiBuig 
dinesr; sad thoogfe TSngHiJi pUegm.may Jbaiv^ 
tpetn^«d itself only by tke Uaadong o£ Aejsheck 
ispd the beatiiig of die hArt, Iiigh/idam ^iwas teich 
iQSQDe elaq[ae«t Tk whole audtitaie of »ca, wo* 
mm, sad dbUdxenton the h^adki tuppeanod t* join 
Bt^cme geneial cgr. ItwttS Adur fiusni howL All 
the poor fellows had wives and i^iildien, or, whi^ 
js almost tlno JEMine tbi^g to^iin £p^ hoart, cousins 
ior kin ao^cHig the crowd ; and you may ea^y imi^ 
gine how these giithered to the spot nearest the 
olyects of their anxiety, nosed the cry louder as 
they saw them buried in each succeeding wave, and 
crowds in groups to receive them when brought 
ashoiie, and carry them away on a kind of litter 
finmed by their .wrappers. 

The gales that had wrecked this poor vessel, had 
proved fatal to many others. At one time, during 
tihat stormy autumn, we redkoned nine timber ves- 
sels, from Ammca, wrecked <« different points of 
the western coast of Ireland. To our very great 
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dtUghty we soon letmed from a uew« p sp er» thst die 
crew of ours had been taken up at 8ea> and earned 
aafely on board another vessel to England. But far 
difiSsrent was the dseadfol fate of one which had 
gone ashore^ about tbe same tfane^on die isbmd of 
Boffin. From different pemms who went to see it^ 
we heard that some miserable remains of the unfa* 
tttnateeisew wereiouiid Jim boatd; inthe pookst of 
a:aaik«?a jacket werelbmul.tfaefiiigem ofa lDa% and 
itwaaomijcctiired dMit they had been bwight td 
that Apeadfid neeeswktgr, which me would' not ohaose 
to'expraea mose plainty than Dai^e- has lespMBSoli 
it, 

« P^Mas piA'de ddbr fold ii ^ifigi^iie V 

E. ■ 
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LETTER xxyni. 



raCXMBSK. 



Hays I 8i]ffici#ody . emtod your synpathy in 
Aivoiv cf eiapwvedtfid ^eaaen, and their mpwe-isi- 
hpp^ Amilm? I am sure I have; £» I xemefidber 
yen long wfle ngreed with: pie, that in the whole 
fiflt'of .bimian fatwiiticii,? tb^m is n«iie aiaie fiigbt- 
fid» ffdoie heart-lending* than shipwreck. 

Do you Aotagveo.tooiwith'jae in wishing success 
to an instimtion whi<ji profeesee to have for its ob- 
ject the selief and assii^ance of ehipwrecfced seanen 
; on the British coast) and the administexing some 
aidto their families, in ease of dealb? I see, by the 
I)ew»pf|ier8»: that itis piopoied by the paromoters of 
4iia institotiony (o offer premiiutts to thoae who shaQ 
aarist and rteotw pensons nnder eirciunstanoes of 
^npwieek. Wew the feehngs <^ covftpasdon im- 
planted in our aatare s^mag enou|^ to ptosipt the 
peifenkiance of tbia duty, it woald be a pity to risk 
the subetiitutien of a metomaxj motaye, Bul^ nn- 
^n^y> wo ice that, m this cases^.^he natiml^hs- 
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rities of man to man seem to fail, where they ought 
to be most strongly excited. And this is as true 
along the shores of dvilixed Britain, as on the wild 
sands of Barbary. An instance was related to me, 
some time since, of this savage cruelty, on the coast 
of Erris, in the county of Mayo ; where the cap- 
tain of a jfOGT merchantman, attempting to save 
some part of his propo^'fiom the wredc, wbs 
forced to delist, by a todSt pointed at his breast by 
the ii!kho^ittibIe natives. So I hat« heard of a 
vest^l^ ft^A^tted with wine^ and stranded *on the 
coast x^fWtif^ i '^en' the osittrntty people, bang 
prevented, by the interfeifiioefcf tSio nuigistraties, 
fifom fining the multitude of pots aftd pans with 
which they came provided, fiom die wnie disks that 
had been saved ftowi the wreck, found means to 
stave the casks, and all the wine was wasted on 
the sand. The inhfaUtttnts of o«ft parb of die 
' county have, I j^houM hope^ too much et Inlmanity 
and hospititity 4cft such biubarilty as this ; stiS I 
bdieve they do nol'question the la^tHftd^ess of plun- 
deisng a deserted vessri; attd they ask, why, if -so 
much taluiiMe property is drifting on the wide 
ocean, they shoidd not secure for themselves what 
fafls within iSbeix reach ? In fhct, the wrecked ves- 
sel '%hat i^as bioughtr in h^re, had been pUlaged^by 



the injbabitiMiits of .^e neigkbfWQg ifttondB^ fWr 
vioudy to its arrival; and the w^^^xlf^.of,ia. hot^b^ 
whicb ire noticed, were the t;race$.of tb^ en^ea- 
¥0^X8 to carry, away aQ> >Bd more.^ven thai^ v«0 
pQssibLe, c^the q^il, 

.Many ^d^yoius vgce ma^e ^li t|^ jtimcb ^ 
\amg the people. to a t^ter undarsiitaQdi^. of, ibe 
lav and justice of the c^i^e ; and it i^ to be l^p^ 
that they.iMy in fotw*e hepope sqJpM;ifjn%|><»i^^ 
#8 to |ind^tea4 that auch pir^p^rty ja <:;^p[iid^re<l > 
djTpit ofrAdiffJuRdty;,.ai[id that all thcgbaxe iff ^ 
i8> to e^rt themselves in o^disr to /9f^vp it^ iookmg 
forward to .a roacton^ble and certain eoi^^pei^atian 
% their troidde. Bv^ then it ip inv<^ to be. wished 
tbat the cQ^ip^D^tHi^Bhoyld he UheraUy 9>wat^te^ 
and punctually paid, which would, probaUy, do 
more towards restraining a spirit of plimder, than 
a^y prohiKtory regulation, Upfortwatejy, it J^ 
ap^ilillip^ied that a ven^. Iwg d^y h^.t^ii.p^ 
ifk nathiymg the diwiaifor «alv$ge, in; tibe .<»6e;( 
have been vekttAg to yim ; nearfy a twdv^Hon^b 
having elapsed befbrte the sale of the timber^ tttm 
the proceedis of which the salvors were to be pftld ♦. 

' * Hie residence of the Judge of the Admkfdty on the 
Qon^m» aod the wont of an efficient deputy, have been 
the cauge of these griavbiitdiftpfM^iiita^eiitt. Wahenr^oWj^ 
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Mtich dissatisfiiciioii has, of course, been felt and 
expressed by the people. 

But I must not leave this sad subject, without 
noticing a loss that has lateijr occurred on our coast^ 
more calandtous and more extened^e than any which 
I have mentioned ; die wreck, I mean, of the Arab 
aloop of war, off Erris. Nothing could be more 
melkncholy than the fhte of this vessel : so niddenly, 
so completely was she swallowed up by the waves^ 
diat it iseems i^tHI doubtftil how, or when Sie went 
down : probably it was by soone' suddeti and uncoff- 
^x>llable iacddent.' Upwards of ninety penons^ 
men fidl bf life and hope^ the pride and support of 
their country, thefr £imily, their Mends,' saW thiem- 
sdves in (me instant doomed to meet their death, 

that some arrangements have been made for the better ma- 
nagement of the Court; \iui until their claims are satisfied, 
2t Will be dilfomtt to persuade th6 pool* salvors that th^ 
have not been most cfuelly Seated. Bighteen mMtk have 
liow elapsed since ti|e dauoi the wveck f* and,, as ye^ th^ 
h»fe<Hil3r reeled a«9Ctsimii|9 on aeflpiml of ^nk idwdd 
demaiid. This is rendered the more ppevousfroin the v^ 
colketiou that the poor, owners, who are likely^ under tb^ 
present system, to get little or nothing, sent round a vessel 
widiiii two moe^ after iSiewredc, taltfinftiiPlie caifa^ ahd 
an agent with ftdl power to safiBfy, tnMioatddi9y tiweiaiiw 
of/tiie«ri!»orrih tJteanoit Ami oMmM\ 
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vHhwt a dance of escape^ and wiAout a mom^tV 
delay to prepare themeehres, Alaa ! alas I think of 
what were the feelingB of the biav^ tendecest 
haart among tbem, at thai mosient t What was. the 
hua liiougbt of anguish deveiedto a widowed mo** 
tSier^ an anxioua wife, an infant family { Think what 
the moonusn were doomed to £edi .wh«» first the 
sad newa broke on them» when eai^ meUmclioly 
particnlar was omfiraed, when the fellow sufier- 
ears, under this calamity, haatenedin search lof. one 
ataothefcv m the vain hope of being i5uppfied:witb- 
gniund for <me happy doubt ! All the eonscdatiaa 
that ajnapathy can giye to sadb.suffBrers^ jiUy iit.fae. 
theirs ! And tiuiely any one,, who has.ever bowed 
his head under the heavy hand of affiction, must 
needs know whalb medfanne there is in sympathy. 
Those. who ba^e learned to bear «di&rtune wijbb 
GounigQ; dune whi> mo^M be snhsm ajl to ask fyi 
1% by a^lUfing teair or a half stiOed^sigh, ye«fed. 
the soft trntea^eqanpiiaionreiien fiNim s( atmnga^^ 
voiee, speak fieace to Aehr troubled qpiidf . ' 

. The captain of the Arab was a yowg ^[nan partis 
adarly active. and sealous inhia ptoftssmi; so seal^ 
o)ae,,tbal aeandy.aiiy conaidemtion .would keep him 
in harbour. His vessel xcasimice m ^^ biy^ btit »| 
waaeidy fo9a IwifaMravisbaiiiii^ 4giditx^;E«i^fiUld 
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wd never had m opportunity of becomkig ac({aaSnted 
eith» irith 1^6 captain or his officers. Whtn foreed 
to gp' into harbour, it was alwayg for the sfaortedt 
possible time; and he generaSy fifequeoted^ a bay 
Cimsidered the least safe <>f any on this pa»t ^df fhd 
coast, but from which there was least difficoity of 
egtess. So detemdned was he in venturing out, 
during all weathers, that his vessel was oontinuaQy 
exposed to great risk; and it is a melancholy ciiw. 
cumstanc^d respecting this loss, tfiat his ofScers have 
been heard to express their antidpatbns of the sad 
fate which has overtaken them. Yet Captain 
Holmes had a wife and family, of whom he iippears 
to have been rematkably fond^ and of whom he wm 
continually talking while ashore. His sense of duty • 
was not to be controlled by social des : though petw 
haps it ;night have been directed l^ greater pni-* 
deuce. At sXL evicts, we cannot help earnestly hop^ - 
ingthat the fate of the ubfoitunate Arab may read 
a lesjuM of oautlon to the officers connnandhig on 
this rugged coast; I am sure you wii^ not suspect 
me o^b^ng # fiieiid to smu^^levs^ yet, I confess, I 
am not so mttek then* enemy titat I could be recon^ 
ciifid to the losB of so many, and so valuable liv^s, 
fer the s^ke of capturing one* 
Focvr Arab! I tem^het wadkig someiffaeve^i 



pretty descripdon of the waves of a. suiniiier sea, 
rippling on the shore^ so gentle and so smooth, that 
it was impossible to suppose their peacefhl waters 
could ever have overwhehned a fine vessel with 
destruction, and buried beneath their waves the 
bodies of her cxew. This idea has sometimes oc- 
cnned to me since, while watching such gende 
waves creeping in on our sands, and thinking of the 
AraVsfate! 

E. 
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LETTER XLIX. 



DECXMBER. 



TkEftE is something extsemdy aflfeeting and ani- 
mat&igSD the interest whidb you continue sovavnil^ 
to^ eacpress, and which in truth seen» to be gene- 
nSky excited^ at the presoit momeiit, in England^ 
in &vottr of unfortunate Ireland. It appears a na- 
tural result of that generous principle imj^hnted in 
our bteasts by the aU-wise, all-merciftd Parent of 
mankind, which leads us to love those whom we 
ha^e benefited, and to love them in proportion to 
the 'greatness and the permanence of thr^benefit.^ 

The fiiends of Ireland, even the least sanguine 
of her friends, cannot but €ontemplate'thi& feeling 
with gratefel hope, both as a happy omen, andean 
efSdent cause of her future improvement and pros- 
perity. The singular degree of ignorance, however, 
with respect to the ca^ises of misery and the mate- 
riak for- hafq^uoess, ia tlHs.%ufferii^,pountiy^ which 
haS'piQEired so iwd^ia^ drawback upon die kindest^ in- 
tentions, and the most munificeiHr ex^nidhs, on its 

A A 



Mmlfy necfflBifify appeared in a atranger light lluuai 
ever, during the last suninief when Britmn was 
stretching fordi the hand of charity to &ed the 
faongry and clothe the naked. My sister^ who was 
at that time in Hampshire, was strode on hearing a 
w^-educated woman express her matpnae dmt^ if 
potatoes were scarce while wheat waa cheap, the 
Irish poor would not be content to «al bread. '^^ To 
be «ure, they night like .potatoes better ; « bnt^ wh^ 
potatoes were not to be hod* w^ not eat bread 
rtrdker dian storte?*" A poloif of igwtatttic^ Httk 
kss striMng than -the noted story of the emptess 
Maria Tlferesi^ whoj oa benq; toid tfait^'midiy iof 
her' snbj^cts 'were starring for want of Isead, en<- 
quired' 4rtiyth^ Aey did not eat pie cmatf^. - Nor 
teanl 'excuse ^he^Hampshiie Udj aa readiljr aa I 
would a coonti^'^wiffiEia& of hers, ma hHi«r xaak of 
lift^ who ^ not wonder fiw . her part )tha^!the frisk 
wiei«''s(athring: she believed: :^^ Aey: w«re abvays 
^glt&aJgy or boming, or muvtoing ami smethn; :0i^ 

* Our trayelled readers will be fiilly aware that, on the 
Continent, it is the custom to eat only the contents 6f tfife 
pie, or pat6, of which the paste is inerdfy consideM t&e 
Vehicle; which, mstead (therefore 6flM»tig raiiked aiaoi% Itiie 
d^cacies of tiite fabie, beooihcsi^ to ixwrow « botaiticabi9R- 
prMiioa»4hems|yiJiqaBtsia0ats.f . .•-^•m.c'.i 
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where wis die wmdier tliej ooidd im^ pfande food 
to eat^^ Among the lower and unilifonned cla^sn 
dt BoMby, such AisUkeiB mftybe excosaUe; but 
MDOBg their aihghteiied nipcrioiiS). ameng the in^ 
teffigent ami wedkm friends of Irebuid, tb^ ought 
to ^Bt no lenger. Meet^aniestljjr we thmBefriciRds 
6iitreated4x> nudte thcbiselves th^Nro^ghly.aoqpiaiiited 
with het aetoal situation, herpoiv^erty» her resources^ 
her good as wdl us evil qfiaUtie^^ hv wvongs^ and 
her capabilitiefl of impxorement* Such aequfiintMoe 
indeed/ to he peifebtfy satte&ctory, should, if pos* 
siMe, be personal; die bpen'haiid should be directed 
by ,tbe'OlHeiTa«t:eye and patisut eav. .A.snmmerls 
tour ,tIucDiigh the oountry, in the opuxse of which wm 
might hdp you. to sffmA a few we^s agreeably 
enou^ in. Cunnenmira, would, I ought vrature to 
promse you^ prove a pleasing, Mid I am sure it would 
be ft really usefUL eSDUrsbn. > , With such an object 
iU'tiew, your, teayelling.espettises might almost be 
placed as, Mmb Hanni^ More in,i^pi^iof her excel- 
lent publications tells us, some good housewife did 
her proportion of poor^s rates, to the score of alms- 
giviog. The hospitality of the Irish, so repeatedly 
celebitated, 60 repeatedly experienced, makes it 
soatolgr necessary £» me to add the assurance thi^t^ 
whatever kindness an English stranger* might have 

A a2 
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£^lline^ ^e is qof 9Cimrefa£>«#im jFwmrr Md jbkm 

iht ^eademikfaU^gih'^. !33iej^lat»de t Kt dted^ 
beiieficence io exlennvfi^ so judici«m% snd .«o ssr- 
wearied^ ww fd^hj^Ac low^t cUaaep^^nd was-die- 
rished and ^ncouoigod hy As. Jug^t* ItMw^mA 
fud stFai]|g}.y es^veiMd liy^.l^^ whaae jediuwlmi 
enabled them lo dojuitti^to Aiiar fedSan^ wbite the 
fWi^ dentiwentsi .wece.1Il;ter#d^l^tlle Ikfayaoi^l b^ 
Ueve, caiae&oxii tbe^heairtejof l^beixinfedOi», inlscHBa 
I988 poIiBhed perli^psy ^bmifidly as girak^iBg* A 
(Kior man, an inhabitant of.d»e a^nsid oCBcrfliiy was 
toUoBg to tae an.thfisulg^^ .asdpitq^i^g^for<]M|^ 
life to the people of Eagland> whea^ after, atanjipg 
awhile, as if reflecting within Jusiaeib^ heosiicligiittd; 
*' Well^ may be sometiyne they>sball bts tt diaiMis 
tbemselvfis ; and then, wcnld bl) we4a thi(^aBiifi]p|r 
diem'''; but, a? if sudd^y.^strui^ ^irii^^thediqm; 
portion of his means to his wisiia^ d^ectei% 4dbi^ 
'^ May be after all. we would hit be able.**^ 

Nothing gave me greater delight, in vetmUj-^am 

the almost parental, pastiHraji tonc^ whicb br^atbei 

tiirooghout the. addresses: published Jtom tas^t to 

tjme by the London T^ar^ Ct[nmsi;ito^.addr«|asdto 

* *^ A huHidred thooisand welcomes.*' 
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^A^ipmAoBCtB -of fhcar ixyimty ; nor coidd they fidl to 
dkit Miftd ftint glumttenng* of a kindred spirit, not- 
-wtfwtmiditig • Ae €otmtcry»ilmg and counteractii^ 
fcroe of many a^seriocte long*bonie grievance. That 
MMie'iure/siioh bitter eneihies as those who have most 
dmfhf' ii^itfed'Oineianother is proverbial ; and how 
eoddr^tlie rectprdealr^thrtion «f master and slave do 
•Ihtniise tiunheld, as it were, ipellnbound, all 
UBdif ^yimpatby ^ all friendly co-operation between 
ito 4iKr:€ouniries f Bnt at .s moment when govem- 
wuaaA, iamAeihf die actual extreme of NaUnre'^s 
iuffimngy appeared at length to diiect its views to 
]»«as«ie8 mf '.ooneiEatien and rdief; what could 
nM»e ^dKistiudly h»ve'fi»warded this gracious pur- 
poso^-^jia^e ^ven i«eh a ^frpring to the readion «f 
loyalty, >^UDd>ttBAU8ptciou8, coafiding attachment, 
thaft'fiMCli a general spontaneous :movement on the 
part ^ Aflir English brethren : laying IniiMid die 
ftmntetoM for an imerchuige, between the indi- 
ntorio !of the sister idaiids, of good offices bestow- 
ed by one pfffty, in all the glow of sympathiipg 
bene^olencey andiraceived by ^Ae other with all the 
enthusiasm of gratitude. 

But ) we '>dboiihl not isBow ourselves to be too 
wsgWM^M-dimmicidiafiases we all know aie ton in- 



▼eterate in tlieir nature to admit of Imniediate^are^; 
and the most eiBeadooa remedies, ih 6rdtir to en- 
sure erentnal mxcoesa, mutt neeeaaaarily, &i man^ 
cases, be progressive in their operation. Let as 
trust that fitvorable sympt6mg are abeady become 
so evident as to justify our state physicians in pur- 
soii^, nay^ even in extending their present lenient 
mode of treatment ; and though years may pass 
avay before Ae patient be f«stored to iiie foil ea- 
joyment «f health, let us be thankful for witnessing 
in one day a gradual, but certain amendment. To 
the minister, who, endowed with equal talent and 
integrity, can rise superior to the trammels of pre- 
judice and &ction, no o{^rtunity can certamly be 
more advantageous for the discovery of truth than the 
dash of opnions which the very critical situation of 
Irish aflbirs, and the paramount importance of 
the subject, have called forth in parliament during 
several successive sessions. May this country, by 
the good jffovidence of Heaven, prove destined to 
reap the benefit of the rapid advances which the 
science of political eoonomy is making in tibis en- 
lightened age ! 

Then wh^ peace shall be within our walls and 
plenteousness within our lowHest cottages; and when, 
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instead cf « mtAof infiuny, ^^ the Emerald lale"^ 
sliine9 one of lifae brightest g^m&, in EnglandV dia- 
dem ;*-4aa7 FiWiglapd hi^ily experience, that 

<< The qpnlity of mercy is not strained, 
It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven, 
Upon the place beneath : it is twice blessed ; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.*' 

*i Brin manmRMen t Eringo bm^." 

A. 
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